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e Queen  at  war  over  Diana 


THE  Prince  of  Wales 
and  the  Queen  were 
locked  to  a sales  of 
extraordinary  ar- 
guments in  the 
aftermath  of  Diana’s  death. 
It  was  reported  last  night 
At  one  point  the  rows 
became  so  heated  that 
Charles  and  Sir  Robert  Fet- 
lowes,  the  Queen’s  private 
secretary,  had  a furious 
argument  during:  which  the 
prince  told  Sir  Robert  to 
*timpale  himself  on  Us  own 
flagstaff”. 

The  disputes  centred  on  a 
number  Of  diMgwrniaw«| 

between  Prince  Charles 


and  the  Qneen  on  the  Sun- 
day Diana  was  kmed,H  was 
claimed. 

□ The  Qneen  iwWaijy  de- 
manded. that  Diana's  body 
should  not  bo  placed  In  any 
of  the  royal  palaces  and 
should  be  taken  to  a private 
mortuary  whan  it  arrived  : 

back  hi  l*rtfai*M-  Chnrlft  : 
disagreed. 

□ The  Queen,  wanted  a pri- 
vate funeral  despite  Di- 
ana’s status. 

□ There  was.  no  mmiHwi  of 
Diana  at  the  morning’s 
service  at  Crathie  Kirk 
because  the  Queen  stock  to 
her  order  that  the  princess’s 
wbim  should  never  be  men- 
tioned in  front  of  her. 

□ Charles  had  taring  Tony 


Blair  from  his  flight  from 
Aberdeen  to  Paris  to  dis- 
cuss placing.  Diana's  body 
at  St  James’s  Palace. 

□ He  also  had  to  ring  ahead 
on  the  return  flight  to 
Northolt  because  no  ar- 
rangements had  been  made 
by  the  palace  to  lay  a 
wreath  on  Diana’s  coffin. 

Jon  Snow  of  Channel  4 
News  also  reported  that  the 
Spencer  family  were  so 
angry  at  the  Qneen’s  plans 
for  a private  Amoral  they 
initially  refused  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  palace.  But 
last  night  Earl  Spencer  de- 
nied be  had  dashed  with 
the  palace  over  the  funeral 
arrangements.  “We  were 
united  in  the  aim  of  giving 


Diana  a suitable  ftmeral 

and  all  arwMigMnanta  up  to 

and  including  the  service 
were  agreed  'amicably 
between  the  Lord  Chamber- 
Iain's  office  and  myself.  ” 

At  one  paint  relations 
between  the  prince  and  the 
rest  of  fate  family  were  so 
difficult  that  Downing 
Street  had  to  be 

brought  in  to  mediate.  Mr 
Blair  and  Prince  Charles 
then  drove  forward  plans 
for  a large-scale  ftmeraL 
Channel  4 News  said  that 
66  minutes  before  the  cor- 
tege arrived  at  Marlbor- 
ough. House,  where  Prince 
William,  Prince  Harry, 
Earl  Spencer  and  Prince 
Charles  Joined  the  proces- 


sion, arguments  were  still 
raging  about  who  should 
walk  behind  the  coffin. 
That  led  to  the  surprising 
decision  that  Prince  Philip 
should  Mow  the  cortege 
despite  his  fractions 

r»hHnnrii>p  wWli  lYt«n« 

It  was  the  series  of  argu- 
ments which  led  to  Hi»Wb*i 
offer  by  Sir  Robert  that 
Diana  could  be  reinstated 
with  the  title  Her  Royal 
Highness,  an  offer  that  was 
turned  down  by  the  earl. 

Last  night  Buckingham 
Palace  issued  a statement 
saying  the  story  was  “Just 
mischief  malting” 

It  is  known  that  the  Ini- 
tial plans  were  to  take 
Diana’s  body  to  a private 


mortuary,  and  there  were 
delays  in  announcing 
details  of  the  funeral  while 
negotiations  continued 
behind  the  scenes. 

In  Paris,  sources  close  to 
the  police  investigation 
into  the  deaths  of  Diana  . 
and  Dodi  Fayed  said  a pre-  , 
Ilminary  police  report  con- 1 
eludes  that  the  pursuing 
photographers  did  not 
cause  the  crash  directly. 

The  source  said  the  police 
believe  the  alcohol  tests  on 
the  driver  were  accurate, 
the  speed  of  the  car  was  ex- 
cessive, and  the  driver  lost 
control  of  the  vehicle  when 
i it  entered  the  tnnneL  “The 
police  have  not  found  any- 
thing to  indicate  that  the 


photographers  were  any 
closer  than  1 00- 150  metres 
from  the  car  at  the  moment 
of  impact.” 

Prince  Charles  has  can- 
celled all  his  public  engage- 
ments for  the  next  two 
weeks  so  that  he  can  be 
with  his  sons  at  Highgrove. 

Outside  Kensington  Pal- 
ace mourners  were  still 
bringing  flowers  to  add  to 
the  floral  tributes  outside 
the  gates.  All  the  messages 
and  toys  left  will  be  saved. 
Some  of  the  flowers  will  go 
to  old  people's  homes  and 
hospitals. 

Diana,  the  aftermath,  paga  2j 
Mark  Steal,  pas*  Bj 
Linda  Grant,  02  paga  7 


Home 

rule 

win  ‘in 


bag’ 


a 

\ 

v^'--  -t, 


TONY  Blair  issued 
a passionate  ap- 
peal to  Scottish 
voters  to  embrace 
constitutional 
change  yesterday 
amid  ■ InmaaiTig  . qigup  that 
the  Government  is  set  to  se- 
cure a resounding  majority  fn 
favour  of  its  Scottish  devolu- 
tion proposals  in  Thursday’s 
referendum. 

With  Labour’s  private  pall- 
ing showing  the  result  almost 
in  the  bag.  the  Prime  Minister 
sought  to  calm  the  fears  of  the 
floating  voters  worried  about 
transfer  of  power  from  West- 
minster to  Edinburgh. 

Calling  on  Scottish  people 
to  put  their  trust  in  them- 
selves, he  said  the  years  of  de- 
bate..were  over  mid  it.  was 
time  to  make  up  their  minds: 
“I  think  there  is.  nothing  to  be 
afraid  of  other  than-  fear 
itself." 

Labour’s  own  polling  was 
supported  last  night  by  Mori, 
which  showed  67  per  cent' in 
favour  of  a Scottish  Parlia- 
ment and  only  22  per  cent 


question  of;.. 

iiamait  should  have  tax-rais- 
ing powers,  the  peril  showed 
51  per  cent  in  fevourand  32 
per  rent  agmnfft,  a comfort- 
able margin,  contrasting  vrifii 
recant  polls  showing  a nar- 
rowing of  the  gap..  _.  . . , 
The  pro-devolution  cftim> ; 
will  receive  a further  boost 
this  morning  when  Baroness 
Thatcher,  to  the  dismay  of 
Tory  anti-devtriutionists,  ar- 
rives in  Glasgow.  As  one  of 
the  most  disliked  personal- 
ities in  modern  Scottish  peril- 
ties,  her  image  on  television 
screens  will  alone  be  worth 
votes  to  the  pro4evdlut)on 
campaign.  • 

Mr  Blair,  who  was.  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  Cherie  and 
was  warmly  welcomed  In 
walkabouts  in  Glasgow  and 
Edinburgh,  tried  to  reim  the 
business  community  and 
others  about  the  proposed 
tax-raising  power.  He  won  ap- 
plause when,  he  said:  “The 
idea  that  this  is  a power  with 
which  the  Scottish  people 
cannot  be  trusted  is  wrong.*’ 

Putting  Scottish  devolution 
to  the  context  of  Labour  plans 
for  the  overall  modernisation 


Tony  Blair  meets  the  public  during  his  visit  to  Edinburgh  yesterday,  during  which  he  urged  Scottish  voters  to  embrace  change 
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GT  the  British  constitution  by 
taking  on  the  Big  State,  he 
said  devolution  was  “the  : 
right  Change  for  the  times  to 
which  we  live.” 
to  contrast  to  the  increas- 
ing confidence  ofLabour  lead- 
ers to  Scotland,  the  campaign 
for  Welsh  devolution,  in 
which  voters  go  to  the  polls 
on  September  18,  suffered  a 
rebuff  yesterday  when  two 
Labour.  MPs  broke  ranks. 
Until  now  the  only  Labour 
dissident  has  been  Llew 
Smith,  but  yesterday  be  was 
joined  by  Sir  Ray  Powell,  the 
former  whip,  and  Denzll 
Davies,  foe^former  defence 
spokesman,  Who  challenged 
the  prqpQsedAj&earidy’s  abil- 
ity to  cut  the  number  of  quan- 


gos. The  Welsh  Secretary, 
Ron  Davies,  at  a press  confer- 
ence to  Cardiff  was  forced  on  1 
the  defensive  over  Sir  Ray’s 
dismissal  of  the  Welsh  Assem- 
bly plan  as  “Just  a series  of 
poorly  thought-out  promises 
which  can  be  broken  at  any 
time”. 

The  Conservative  leader, 
William  Hague,  will  today  at- 
tempt to  upstage  the  Prime 
Minister  when  he  visits  Soot- 
land  to  argue  the  benefits  of 
remaining  within  the  Union. 
He  will  claim  that  a Yes  vote 
for  the  tax-raising  power  wm 
open  the  door  to  a sales  tax,  a 
tourist  tax,  changes  to  the 
business  rate  and  meddling 
with  council  tax  rates. 

Although  publicly  the  Con- 


servatives Insist  recent  polls 
show  the  campaign  beginning 
to  go  their  way.  with  a nar- 
rowing of  the  gap  to  support 
for  the  tax-varying  power,  to 
private  they  are  close  to  con- 
ceding defeat  Their  hopes  of 
a change  In  fortunes  to  the 
polls  were  dashed  by  the  Mori 
pan,  carried  out  for  Scottish 
Television. 

The  Labour  camp  continues 

to  be  worried  about  voter  apa- 
thy producing  a low  turn-out 
on  Thursday,  which  could 
undermine  the  legitimacy  of 
the  referendum.  But  the  Mori 
poll  showed  80  per  cent  cer- 
tain or  very  likey  to  vote. 

Posh  for  Ym  vote,  pago  4}  . 
ftwii  MmcAnfcML  p mam  Q 


[NAYBUmHAM.  I AM  HOT 
IVIEHRHGA,  HOf*n 9R  MASK- 


Just  a 
minute, 
the  Don 
and  Tam 
show 


Simon  Hoggart  on 
the  big  TV  debate 


IT -WAS  billed  by  its  pre-. 
senter  as  the  biggest  TV 
debate  to  Scottish^history, 

■ the  first  great  batfie  of  the  de- 
. volution  campaign.  Not  since 
William  Wallace  had  hosted 
the  wacky  game  show  “Mind 
My  Claymore!"  had  so  mahy 
Scots  toned  to  to  watch  toe 
fray.  ... 

The  Yes  Yes  campaign  was 
led  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Donald  Dewar,  (“a  wee  bit 
spooky  that  fellow,”  a barman 
in  Edinburgh  told  me  before- 
hand} As  the  saying  goes, 
when  you  hear  a man  shout- 
ing “YesI  YesT  you  can  guess 
goraponp  is  .being  screwed.  In 
this  case  it  may  turn  out  .to  be 
the  English; 

Mr  Dewar  had  just  one  min- 
ute to  make  the  case  for  a new 

Scottish  assembly  .This  was  a 
show  to  which  the  speeches 

were  going  to  be  shorter  than 
the  ads. 


Mr  Dewar’s  great  skill.  Is. 
Hurt  he-  can^  talk  very  pre- 
cisely and' very  fast..  He , 
doesn't  so  much  speak  as 
download,,  at  around  2,400 
band.  The  words  whizzed  pest 
the  audience:  “The  poll  tax 
Imposed,  very  sincerely,  but 
with  the  support  of  almost  no 
one  to  Scotland  ...  a real 

grown-up  Parliament 

Westminster  passing  power 
to  the  people : ..”  You  wished 
you  could  somehow  scroll  it 
back  add  read  it  at  leisure. 

The  people  from  Scottish 
Television  .produced  a new 
poiff  the  firstto  be  taken  since 
thedeathafPrmee8sDiaua.lt 
showed  that  67  per  cent  were 
in,  favour ‘of  the  new  assem- 
bly, ami  only  22  positively 


pearly  the  No,  No  cam- 
paign was  badly  holed-  It  was 
steaming  away  from  the  area 
of  engagement  It.  posed  no 


threat  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment or  its  interests.  So  it 
was  the  political  equivalent  of 
the  Belgrano.  - - 

Naturally  Tam  Dalyell  had 
been  drafted  to  put  its  case.  It 
is  rare  for  Tam  to  talk  about 
anything  other  than  flw  Bel- 
grano, except  when  he  is  talk- 
ing about  the  Lockerbie  disas- 
ter- Yet  be  managed  to  speak 
for  an  entire  minute  without 
TiwnHnning  either.  Was  he  ill? 

There  was  much  excite- 
ment about  Tam.  He  was  op- 
posing his  own  government 
On  the  other  hawrl.  Tam  is 

always  opposing  his  own 
government.  If  Tam  gets  to 
Heaven,  he  will  Start  to  table 
embarrassing  questions 
about  the  Black  Death. 

Unlike  Mr  Dewar,  Tam 
spoke  very  slowly.  He  soimded 
as  if  be  was  ffiviug  (fiptatinn  to 
a remedial  class.  He.  Said. 
That  It  Had  Beer  Promised 


That.  A.  Scottish.  Parliament 
would  provide  a community 
school  in  Locharbor,  do  same- 
tiling  about  the  Skye  bridge 
twTiq  and  an  manner  erf  won- 
ders. “No  MHunrtf.  Of  talk  In  a 
Scottish  parliament  ran  do 
anything  about  that.” 

The  audience  rumbled 
crossly.  It  appeared  to  have  1 
been  competed  of  a random 
selection  . of  fierce 

naHortnHetut- 

Mlchael  Ancram  spoke 
next  He,  like  Tam.  is  an  Old 
Etonian  with  an  English 
accent  — dearly  the  perfect 
choice  to  calm  down  the  guys 
with  the  blue  woad  on  their 
feces.  The  Nos  were  joined  by 
a lawyer,  Donald  Findlay, 
who  had  thp  most  remarkable 
beard  I’ve  have  seen.  He 
looked  as  If  he  shaves  every 
morning  with  a lawn 

y(rlniiyipr. 

Mr  Ancram  argued  that  the 


| new  assembly  would  be  the 
first  step  towards  an  indepen- 
: dent  Scotland.  Alex  Salmond, 
the  SNP  leader,  asked  him  to 
apologise  for  the  poll  tax.  He 
was  loudly  cheered. 

“Tomorrow,  Margaret 
Thatcher  visits  Scotland  — a 
living  memorial  to  why  we  i 
need  a Scottish  parliament!" 
(Even  louder  applause).  “Will 
you,  tonight . Mr  Salmond 
continued,  “do  what  none  of 
your  colleagues  have  ever 
done,  and  apologise  to  the 
people  of  Scotland?" 

Mr  Ancram  isn’t  stupid.  He 
might  conceivably  ran  into 
Lady  Thatcher  today.  If  be 
started  apologising  for  her 
legacy,  he  would  suffer  the 
same  fete  as  the  Belgrano, 
only  slower.  Instead  he  mur- 
mured cheerfully:  '1  said  that 
the  poll  tax  would  stand  the 
test  of  time.  But  it  proved  to 
be  rather  a short  timer* 
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Paparazzi  ‘did  not  cause  accident1 


The  crash:  A 

police  report 
seems  to  clear 
photographers 


Jon  Henley  and 

Alex  Duval  Smith  fai  Parts 


M PRELIMINARY 
police  report  on  the 
deaths  of  Diana. 
Princess  of  Wales. 
^v^^Dodi  A1  Fayed  and 
their  driver  has  concluded 


that  the  pursuing  photogra- 
phers did  not  directly  cause 
the  crash,  sources  close  to  the 

in  vesdgatton  said  yesterday 

The  report  which  hasbeen 
passed  to  the  investigating 
magistrate  supervising  the  In- 
quiry, says  “there  is  no  evi- 
dence to  show  that  the  pho- 
tographers were  directly 
implicated  in  the  vehicle's 
loss  of  control", . said  one 
source,  quoting  from  it  ! 

The  source  added:  “in  e&.  I 
sence  the  report  says  that  the 
police  believe  the  alcohol 
tests  on.  the  driver  were  accu- 
rate, that  the  speed  of  the  car 
was  excessive,  and  that  the 
driver  lost  all  control  of  the 


Editors  bar 
snatched 
pictures 
of  princes 


Privacy:  Move 
to  tighten  press 
self-regulation 
as  inquiry  urged 


Kamal  Ahmed 

EWSPAFERS  will 
stop  using  paparazzi 
pictures  of  Prince 
William  and  Prince 
Harry  in  the  first  step  to 
agreeing  to  tighter  self- 
regulation. 

Following  Earl  Spencer's 
savage  attack  on  newspapers 
during  his  tribute  to  Princess 
Diana  on  Saturday  the  press 
has  pre-empted  calls  for  pri- 
vacy laws  by  agreeing  that 
the  use  of  unauthorised 
photographs  must  be  more 
strictly  controlled. 

In  a series  of  editorials  yes- 
terday the  Mirror,  the  Sun 
and  the  Independent  said  that 
they  would  no  longer  use  the 
pictures. 

"Nobody  wants  to  see  those 
two  remarkable  young 
princes  suffer  any  more  than 
they  are  already,”  an  edito- 
rial in  the  Mirror  said. 

“The  Mirror  will  now  work 
swiftly  with  the  Press  Com- 
plaints Commission  to  protect 
these  boys  from  intrusive  pa- 
parazzi pictures." 

Associated  Newspapers, 
publishers  of  the  Dally  Mail, 
Mail  On  Sunday  and  Lon- 
don's Evening  Standard,  have 
already  said  that  any  use  of 
paparazzi  pictures  will  have 
to  be  cleared  with  Lord  Roth- 
ermere,  the  proprietor. 

He  said  there  would  be  a 
ban  on  "all  intrusive  pictures 
except  where  they  are  consid- 
ered necessary”. 

Max  Hastings,  editor  of  the 
Standard,  said:  “There  can  be 
few  British  journalists  who 
did  not  spend  some  hours  this 
weekend  brooding  about  pri- 
vacy after  Lord  Spencer’s 
vengeful  contribution" 

"Some  members  of  the 
newspaper  trade  have  be- 
haved like  animals  and  it  is 
strongly  In  the  public  interest 
that  they  should  be  deterred 
from  doing  so." 

Alan  Rusbridger,  the  editor 
of  the  Guardian,  has  called 
for  a wider  debate  on  the 
issues  of  privacy  and  the 
press.  He  said  the  paper's 
guidelines  on  use  of  intrusive 
pictures  had  been  renewed. 


vehicle  when  it  entered  the 
tunnel. 

“The  police  have  not  found 
anything  to  indicate  that  the 
photographers  were  any  closer 
than  100-150  metres  from  the  : 

carat  the  moment  of  impact”  , 

Reports  have  claimed  that  a 1 

posse  of  up  to  a dozen  photog- 
raphers on  motorbikes  and 
scooters  and  in  cars  pursued 
the  Mercedes  S280  at  high 
speed  into  the  tunnel. 

One  witness,  whose  account 
police  are  not  believed  to  con- 
sider reliable,  said  be  saw  a 
motorbike  carrying  two 
people  swerve  in  front  of  the 
Mercedes  only  seconds  before 
the  accident 


Last  week  one  of  the  inves- 
tigating magistrates.  Serve 
Stephan,  ordered  police  to 
question  nine  photographers 
and  one  picture  agency  mo- 
torbike driver.  They  were  de- 
tained for  48  hours  and 
remain  under  formal  investi- 
gation. fix:  manslaughter  and 
failing  to  assist  people  in 
danger. 

Given  the  evidence  they 
have,  police  are  believed  to  be 
surprised  that  the  investigat- 
ing magistrates  have 
launched  a manslaughter 
inquiry. 

The  photographers  have 
consistently  claimed  that 
they  arrived  at  the  Pont 


d’Ahna  underpass  at  least 
three  or  four  minutes  after 
the  cragh  occurred. 

“The  police  are  quite  aston- 
ished at  the  tom  this  investi- 
gation has  taken,”  the  source, 
said.  “Feelings  at  the  Quai 
des  Qrfevres  (police  head-, 
quarters]  are  running  quite 
high  cm  this.  On  the  evidence 
the  police  have  at  this 'stage, 
there  is  very  little  with  which 
the  photographers  could  be 
charged." 

Another  source  said:  “You 
could  not  even  accuse  them  of 
fatting  to  assist  the  victims, 
since  the  emergency  services 
arrived  so  fast  that  the  pho- 
tographers would  have  been 


in  danger  of  obstructing  the 
rescue.” 

The  nwmflgHng  director  of 
the  Sipa  photo  agency,  Gok- 
stn  Sipahiogtn.  one  of  whose 

photographers  was  detained, 

said  he  was  “very  happy"  at* 
the  police's  apparent 

• "I  went  to  the  scene  of  the 
-crash  within  an  hour.  I spoke 
to  the  people,  I knew  no  pho- 
tographer was  guilty,"  he 
oflfd  **I  gaid  publicly  it  had  to 
he  the  driver's  fault  before 
the  police  even  released  the 
blood  tests." 

Henri  Paul,  the  Ritz  Hotel's 
deputy  security  chief  who 
was  driving  the  car,  was 


found  to  have  more  than 
three  times  the.  legal  alcohol 
limit  in  his  bloodstream  at 
the  time  of  the  crash.  Fresh 
tests  are  being  carried  out 
after  doubts  about  the  origi- 
nal tests’  reliability.  Initial 
reports  suggested  the  car  was 
travailing  at  up  to  121  mph. 

Mr  Sipahioglu  said:  “They 
needed  to  find  someone 
quickly,  .and  the  photogra- 
phers were  there.  You  can 
understand  it,  but  they  bad  to 
get  someone." 

Jean-Marc  Coblence,  the 
lawyer  for  three  of  the  pho- 
tographers, said  be  would 
take  action  to  clear  their 
names.  ‘T  shah  be  applying  to. 


Lord  Wakeham,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Press  Complaints 
Commission,  will  visit  the 
editors  of  all  the  national 
newspapers  over  the  next 
week  to  gauge  opinion  on  how 
the  industry's  code  of  conduct 
can  be  strengthened. 

Tony  Blair  has  said  that  he 
does  not  favour  privacy  legis- 
lation, but  does  want  tighter 
rules. 

“We  will  never  again  pub- 
lish any  pictures  of  the 
princes  in  a private  situation 
and  we  will  be  more  sparing 
of  pictures  of  the  princes  and 
other  members  of  the  royal 
family  in  other  situations  as 
well,”  Andrew  Marr,  editor  of 
the  Independent,  told  the 
Today  programme. 

He  said  that  they  had  de- 
cided not  to  use  pictures  of 
the  two  princes  travelling  to 
Cralhie  Kirk  the  day  after  Di- 
aha's  death  because  they 
were  too  Intrusive. 

Gerald  Waiiftnar*  chairman 

of  the  Commons  Culture, 
Media  and  Sports  Select  Com- 
mittee, was  urged  to  mount  a 
new  and  penetrating  investi- 


‘Some  members 
of  the  newspaper 
trade  have 
behaved  like 
animals* 


gation  into  “media  intrusion 
and  privacy". 

Michael  Fabricant,  Tory 
MP  for  Lichfield  and  a senior 
member  of  the  committee, 
said  it  was  urgent  that  such 
an  inquiry  should  be  held. 

*T  welcome  the  pledges  that 
have  come  from  some  quar- 
ters of  the  media  to  respect 
the  privacy  of  the  princes. 
But  can  they  be  trusted?”  he 
said. 

“Some  years  ago.  when  he 
was  National  Heritage  Secre- 
tary. David  Mellor  said  they 
were  drinking  in  the  last- 
chance  saloon.  But  they  seem 
to  have  had  a good  many 
drinks  In  there  since  then. 

“It  makes  sense  that  our 
committee  should  have  along 
and  hard  look  at  the 
situation.” 

• Read  all  the  Guardian's 
coverage  of  the  week  that 
changed  Britain  forever  on 
our  special  Diana,  Princess  of 
Wales  website  at  http://  | 
www.guardlan.co.uk. 
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Earl  Spencer  lays  flowers  yesterday  on  the  island  In  a lake  in  the  grounds  of  the  Spencer  family  home  in  Althorp,  Northamptonshire,  where  his  sister 
Diana,  Princess  of  Wales,  was  buried  on  Saturday  . . photograph:  qavtd  Jones 


MPs  fall  in  behind  plan  to  rename  Heathrow  as  Diana  memorial 


Tributes: 

Campaign 
given  a mixed 
reaction 


Sarah  Boseley 
and  Michael  White 


A * CAMPAIGN  appeared  to 
aA  be  gaining  momentum 
i %yesterdny  to  rename 
London’s  principal  airport, 
Heathrow,  in  tribute  to  Di- 
ana, Princess  of  Wales. 


First  to  go  public  with  the 
idea  was  the  Labour  MP, 
Lindsay  Hoyle,  much  to  the 
dlsgruntlement  of  the  Conser- 
vatives. whose  leader,  wil- 
liam Hague,  had  planned  last 
Friday  to  suggest  it.  Mr 
Hague,  who  has  been  per- 
ceived to  have  been  left  a long 
way  behind  in  reading  the  I 
popular  mood  by  Tony  Blair, 1 
delayed  his  announcement 
until  after  the  funeral. 

In  Cardiff  Mr  Hague  urged 
the  change  of  name  as  a swift  ' 
first  step  towards  the  proper  j 
public  commemoration  of  the 
life  and  worts  of  the  princess. 
“Heathrow  Is  one  of  our  main 
gateways  to  the  world  and 


o flier  countries  such  as  the 
US  and  France  have  named 
their  airports  after  major 
public  figures he  said. 

New  York  has  its  JFK, 
Paris  its  Charles  de  Gaulle, 
and  Johannesburg  its  Jan 
Smuts.  Supporters  of  the  pro- 
posal seem  undeterred  by  the 
unwieldy  potential  title  Di- 
ana, Princess  of  Wales  air- 
port, or  the  catchy  phrases 
such  as  "Fly  from  Di"  it 
might  spawn. 

The  proposal  was  politely 
received  by  Downing  Street, 
although  it  was  made  dear 
that  the  special  government 
committee  beaded  by  the 
Chancellor,  Gordon  Brown, 


was  not  to  be  pre-empted.  A 
spokesman  for  the  Prime 
Minister's  office  said  cross- 
party soundings  would  be 
taken  on  all  suggestions. 
"Nothing  is  ruled  out  and 
nothing  is  ruled  in." 

Mr  Hoyle.  MP  for  Chorley, 
said  he  had  already  written  to 
the  British  Airports  Author- 
ity. "This  would  be  an  Ideal 
way  to  keep  Diana's  napue 
constantly  in  people’s  minds 
the  world  over.  It  would  be  a 
marvellous  working  tribute 
to  her,”  he  said. 

But  BAA  was  also  not  to  be 
bounced.  A spokesperson  said 
it  had  not  yet  had  time  to  take 
a view  of  the  proposal 


There  were  mixed  reactions 
from  Conservative  figures. 
Harry  Greenway,  the  former 
MP  for  Filing  North,  not  far 
from  the  airport,  who  was  a 
personal  friend  of  Diana,  said: 
"I  am  wholeheartedly  in 
favour." 

Privately,  one  ex-minister 
said:  “It’s  pathetic  — you 
don’t  name  an  airport  after  a 
princess." 

Sir  Teddy  Taylor,  Conser- 
vative MP  for  Southend  East, 
said:  "I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
fitting  memorial  to  put  a new 
nameplate  on  something  al- 
ready there." 

Sir  Teddy’s  own  suggestion 
is  to  replace  the  Millennium 


Dome  with  an  international 
children’s  hospital,  which 
would  carry  the  princess's 
name.  He  said  he . had 
received  hundreds  of  letters 
of  support  Mr  Hoyle  has  also 
called  for  a children’s  hospi- 
tal, and  has  written  to.  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  asking  for 
his  support 

Lord  Archer,  on  the  other 
hand,  would  Hies  to  see  Ken- ; 
sington  Gardens,  in  which  Di- 
ana's former  home  gensing-  i 
ton  Palace  stands,  renamed j 
the  Princess  of  Wales  Gar- ! 
dens.  There  have  been  similar 
suggestions,  such  as  the 
renaming  of  the  rebuilt  Royal 
Opera  House  or  the  Great  Or- 


mond Street  children’s 
hospitaL 

- other  ideas  from  members 
of  the  public  have  Included  a 
Garden  of  Remembrance  in  a 
place  such  as  Hyde  Park. 

And  one  writer  to  the 
Times  proposed  that  £750  mfl- 
lion,  to  be  saved  from  scrap- 
ping the  Millennium  Dame, 
should  be  used  to  convert  the 
empty  Althorp  House  into  a 
Diana,  Princess  of  Wales 
hospice. 

• The  mayor  of  Paris,  Jean 
TShecl,  Is  to  ask  the  Royal 
Family  and  Earl  Spencer  for 
permission  to  rename  a 
square  or  street  in  the  city 
after  Diana. 


have  their  names  removed 
from  the  inquiry,  and  I do  not 
rule  out  filing  for  compensa- 
tion,” he  said. 

Police  are  still  believed  to 
be  searching  for  the  driver  of 
a dark  vehicle  that  was 
reported  to  be  travelling  im- 
mediately In  front  of  the  Mer- 
cedes Just  before  the  accident 
' “It  is  quite  possible  that  the 
car  just  happened  to  be  there 
and  was  observing  the  speed 
' limit”  one  source  said. 

The  police  examination  of 
the  wrecked  Mercedes  to  test 
for  mechanical  failure  could 
tai«»  several  more  days,  but  a 
reconstruction  of  the  crash  Is 
expected  soon. 


Inbrief 


Guard  regains 
consciousness 

THE  bodyguard  who  was  the 
only  survivor  of  the  crash 
which  killed  Diana,  Princess 
of  Wales,  yesterday  regained 
/■flnfytoiwnesR,  said  a spokes- 
man for  the  Paris  hospital 
where  he  remains  in  inten- 
sive care. 

But  Trevor  Rees-Jones,  who 
was  travelling  in  the  front 
pa«wa»T^gwr  seat  of  the  Mer- 
cedes S280  at  the  time  of  the 
August  31  crash,  is  not  ex- 
pected to  be  able  to  speak  to 
police  for  several  weeks.  A 
spokeswoman  at  the  Pitte-Sal- 
petribre  hospital  said  Mr 
Rees-Jones,  aged  29,  under- 
went 10  hours  of  surgery  for 
facial  reconstruction  last 
Thursday.  His  injuries  In- 
dude  a broken  jaw  but  not,  as 
some  reports  have  suggested, 
brain  damage.  Mr  Rees-Jones, 
who  Is  an  employee  of  the  A1 
Fayed  family,  is  expected  to 
require  cosmetic  surgery.  — 
Alex  Duoal  Smith  in  Paris 

Football  donation 

THE  proceeds  of  tonight's 
Nationwide  League  match  be- 
tween Fulham  and  Plymouth, 
to  be  attended  by  Mohamed 
A1  Fayed,  Fulham  chairman, 
win  go  to  the  Princess  of 
Wales  Manorial  Fund. 

The  Princess’  solicitors, 
Mlshcon  de  Reya,  said  dona- 
tions to  toe  fond  continued  to 
pour  in.  Approximately  350 
callers  an  hour  have  pledged 
donations  totalling  £168.000  a 
day  via  a credit  card  hotline. 

~ Alison  Daniels 

Stars  plan  album 

SIR  PAUL  McCartney,  Phil 
Collins,  Eric  Clapton  and 
other  pop  stars  are  already 
planning  a Christmas  tribute 
album  in  memory  of  Diana,  it 
emerged  yesterday. 

Richard  Branson,  co-ordi- 
nating the  efforts,  said:  "The 
Idea  is  to  bring  out  an  album 
for  Christmas  which  would 
reflect  Diana’s  life,  and  the 
artists  are  trying  to  create  the 
most  moving  album  ever 
released." 

Mr  Branson  said  that  the 
album  would  not  come  out  on 
his  own  label  V2,  set  up  after 
he  sold  Virgin  Records  to 
EMI,  but  should  have  Its  own 
label. 

Australian  poll 

THE  death  of  Diana  appears 
to  have  given  a sharp  push  to 
the  drive  for  Australia  to  cut 
its  last  ties  with  Britain  and 
become  a republic.  A Morgan 
poll  published  yesterday  said 
53  per  cent  of  Australians  now 
backed  the  idea  of  dropping 
the  Queen  as  head  of  state,  a 
record  high  in  more  than  40 
years  of  the  polL  Support  for 
the  monarchy  was  at  an  all- 
time  low  of  37  per  cent,  ac- 
cording to  the  survey. 

The  poll  was  taken  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  last 
week  before  the  Royal  Family 
reacted  to  popular  anger  In 
Britain  and  decided  to  play  a 
more  public  role  in  Diana's 
funeral 

The  Australian  prime  min- 
ister John  Howard,  an 
avowed  monarchist,  said  yes- 
terday that  the  Royal  Family 
had  been  in  an  impossible  po- 
sition. “If  they  had  been  too 
fhlsome  publicly  at  the  begin- 
ning people  may  have  accused 
them  of  hypocrisy.  By  not 
doing  that  at  the  beginning 
they  have  been  accused  of  ret- 
icence." — iteufer 

20m  watch  In  US 

DESPITE  the  time  difference, 
millions  of  people  in  America 
and  Australia  saw  the  funeral 
of  Diana,  Princess  of  Wales, 
live  on-  television,  it  emerged 
yesterday.  Early  US  figures 
show  that  at  least  20  million 
people  watched.  In  Australia, 
one  in  three  people  in  the 
main  cities  of  Sydney  and 
Melbourne  stayed  up  to 
watch,  ratings  reveaL 
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Fall  in  life 

expectancy 

among  the 
worst  off 


DnMBrind^SocU 
Services  Correspondent 


Lite  expectancy  for 
people  in  lower  social 
classes  has  stopped 
rising  for  the  first 
tone  in  peacetime  Britain 
since  the  Victorian  era,  gov- 
ernment statisticians  said 
yesterday. 

Growing  Inequality  of 
health  in  the  1980s  produced  a 
marginal  Call  in  the  overall 
life  expectancy  of  men  a 
fall  in  the  lift  expectancy  of 
women  after  childhood,  ac- 
cording to  a report  by  the 
Office  far  National  Statistics. 

The  finding  represents  per- 
haps the  most  graphic  evi- 
dence of  how  the  nation  be- 
came more  unequal  under  the 
Conservatives. 

The  Government  has 
undertaken  to  try  to  reverse 
the  trend. 

Margaret  Whitehead,  one  of 
the  report's  authors,  said  past 

Survey  shows  that 
the  gap  between 
upper  and  lower 
social  classes 
has  widened 


experience  in  Britain  and 
elsewhere  had  shown  it  was 
entirely  possible  to  do  so. 

‘Improvements  in  living 
and  working  conditions  have 
made  a significant  impact 
over  the  past  100  years  or  so,” 
she  said. 

Average  life  expectancy 
fluctuated  around  34  years  in 
pre-industrial  times,  starting 
to  rise  at  the  end  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century  and  accelerat- 
ing sharply  towards  the  end 
of  the  nineteenth. 

The  report,  the  10-yeariy 
analysis  of  health  inequality, 
shows  that  by  1987-91,  men 
could  expect  to  live  an  aver- 
age 723  years  and  women  an 
average  773. 

■But  while  the  figures  were 
continuing -to  improve  at  the 
top  of  the  social  ladder,  they 
had  stopped,  doing  so  at  the 
bottom.  • 

Between  1982-86  and  1987-91, 
life  expectancy  among  men  in 
social  classes  IV  andr  V — 
semi-skilled,  and  unskilled  oc- 
cupations, respectively  — fell 
from  693  years  to  69.7. 

Among  women  in  the- same 


~ ^ ':,y 


classes,  overall  lift  expectan- 
cy stayed  unchanged  at  7R8 
years. 

Tbe  figure  for  girls  at  age 
15,  however,  fell  from  62.7 
years  to  623. 

That  for  women  at  age  65 
also  dropped,  from  173  years 
tOlSuT. 

What  kept  overall  lift  ex- 
pectancy for  women  in 
classes  IV  and  V from  failing, 
therefore,  was  an  improve- 
ment in  the  rate  of 

among  baby  school-age 

girls. 

This  stifling  of -the  long- 
term improvement  in  life  ex- 
pectancy for  power  people 
means  the. gap  between  the 
upper  and  lower  social 
classes  has  widened. 

. Among  classes  1 and  H — 
professional  »*nd  managerial 
and  technical  occupations 
respectively — expectancy  for 
men  in  198791  was  749  years, 
more  than  five  years  more 
than  for  mm  in  clamant  IV 
andV. 

■ For  women,  the  correspond- 
ing figure  for  classes  I and  n 
was  803  years,  more  ftm 
three  years  more  than  than  in : 
classes  IV  and  V. 

John  Fox;  chief  medical 
statistician  at  the  ONS,  said 
mortality  data  by  dam  bad 
been  collected  only  since  the 
early  1970s. 

But  white  lift  expectancy  at 
specific  ages  would  have 
fallen  in  the  past  owing  to 
disease,  the  tailing-off  of  the 
overall  improving  trend 
among  classes  TV  and  V was 
thought  to  be  the  first  such 
setback  in  modem  times. 

The  report  titled  Health  In- 
equalities, shows  that  overall 
lift  expectancy  In  Britain  is 
close  to  the  European  Union 
average.  However,  it  is  well 
ahead  of  . Russia,  • which  is 
shown  to  have  suffered  an  un- 
precedented fell  In.  its  figure 
since  the  collapse  of  the  for- 
mer Soviet  Union. 

Tessa  Jbwell,  Public  TfawWh 
Minister,  welcomed  the 
report’s  exposure  of  what  she 
called  “two  Britains  divided 
by  ever- widening  health 
inequality^.  • 

The  minister  said  such  en- 
trenched inequality  would 
not  be  rpyprsed^ overnight. 
.“To.  makeareal  ‘difference, 
we  heed  long  term  policies. 
We  should  not.be  put  off  by 
the  enormity  of  fire  task  and 
we  have  already  mode  a posi- 
tive start”  ' 


Row  ever  export  rules 


Canghl  In  a cross  wind . . . On  St  Lucia,  a worker  packs  bananas  for  the  weekly  Geest  shipment  to  Britain 
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Banana  growers  facing  ruin 


It  wifi  be  impossible  for  farmers 
and  there  will  be  social  chaos, 
predicts  West  Indies  diplomat 


r St  Vincent  19% 


toptoanPatealnifniMali 

■■MHOBE  nbffl  winds  of 
I International  compe- 
I tltion  look  set  to  blow 
I -like  a hurricane 
I.  through  the  banana 
plantations  of  the  West  ladies 
as  a decision  made  thousands  : 
of  miles  away  in  Geneva  by 
{^heJWoddTratle  Organisation, 
is  Hfcdy  - to  expose  them  to 
rutt&ss  ccanpeUtkai  ftxxm  US 

miiWiJurtinwilK  . . 

The  European  Commission, 
nearly  as  remote  in  Brussels, 
was  yesterday  studying  a 
- report  by -a- WTO  panel  ruling 
against  the  EU^s,  attempts  to 
^protect  banana  exporte  from 
framer  British  and  French 
colonies  following  complaints 
from  the  United  States  and 
four.  Latin.  American 
countries,  Honduras,  Guate- 
mala, Ecuador  and  Mexico. 

Officials  were  predicting 
that  the  WTO’s  decision  that 
its  banana  rules  violate  world 
trade  will  wither  that 

the.  EU  will  have  to  buy  off 
huge  US  multi-nationals,  such 
as  Ghiqnita  and  Del  Monte,  or 
amwiri  the  regulations  leav- 
ing Caribbean  fanners  and 
those  in  some  other  former 
colonies  feeing  ruin.  Or,  pos- 
sibly, they  fece  a future  in 
crops  that  the  US  might  like 
even  less,  such  as  cocaine. 


A senior  West  Indies  diplo- 
mat said:  “It  will  not  Just  be 
difficult  fin:  our  growers,  it 
will  be  impossible.  We  Just 
cannot  get  down  to  the  kind  of 
efficiency  levels  that  thw  big 
plantations  of  Latin  America 
can  achieve.  There  , will  be 
utter  social  chaos.” 

. Accusations  were  being 
made  that  - the  action  was 
brought  Jjy  President  Clin- 
ton's administration  in 
return  ftp  political  binding 
from  the  giant  US  ftffit  pro- , 
ducers.  It  was  also  being  I 
claimed  that  the  Americans  I 
had  used  their  muscle  to  pres-  j 
I surlse states  such  as  Mcociop, 
which  does  not  export 
bananas  to  Europe,  to  com- 
plain about  discrimination. 

The  US  is  a grower  or 
exporter  of  bananas  .—  the 
world's  fifth  largest  cash  crop 
from  the  tropics  — apart  from 
Hawaii. 

An  announcement  from  the 
commission  about  its  next 
step  Is  not  expected  until  next 
month,  but  the  banana  ruling 
adds  another  layer  of  tension 
between  the  EU  and  the  US. 

The  subject  of  disputes- 
ranges  from  American 
attempts  to  prevent  trade 
with  Cuba  to  whether  the  EU 
should  be  forced  to  import 
hormone-fattened  US  beef, 
when  European  farmers  are 
not  allowed  to  produce  beef 


Producers'  aham  of  the 
European  Union  banana 
nerim.  1995. 

Total  EU  imports: 

3.7  mflnon 
tonnas 
peryear.  . 


Honduras:  19%  ( 
GuBdatape:  1.7%  A 
DomWcanrRap:  2%  m 
Jamaica: 


^ Lucia:; 
•*  ’■.'jfeameroon: 


r Coast:  49% 
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■by  such  methods,  and 
whether  the  EU  should  allow 
in  American  beef  tallow,  not 
produced  to  the  specifications 
laid  down  in  the  wake  of  the 
BSE  crisis. 

The  last  dispute  has  poten- 
tially serious  implications  for 
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the  cosmetics  and  pharma- 
ceutical Industries,  both  of 
which  use  tallow  in  a wide 
range  of  products  from  lip- 
sticks to  pills. 

The  banana  story  offers  a 
graphic  illustration  of  the 
pressures  on  a third  world 


industry-. 

Four  years  ago.  the  EU 
introduced  a regime  imposing 
a complex  system  of  quotas 
and  import  licences  on  the  so- 
called  dollar  banana*  pro- 
duced by  Latin  American  j 
countries,  mainly  for  the  big 
US  producers,  in  order  to  pro- 
tect the  much  smaller  produc- 
ers in  the  Caribbean  and  West 
Africa. 

The  new  regime  is  not  uni- 
versally popular  within 
Europe.  Britain,  France  and 
the  southern  European  states 
endorse  the  commission’s  pol- 
icy. But  the  Germans  and 
Scandinavians  do  not  They 

complain  that  their  tradi- 
tional supply  of  larger,  yel- 
lower, slightly  less  sweet 
Latin  American  bananas  has 
been  reduced  and  they  are 
having  to  pay  more  for 
smaller  bananas  from 
elsewhere. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  Latin 
America,  with  Us  mechanised 
production  methods  on  large, 
fiat  plantations,  bananas  can 
be  harvested  for  $162  a tonne. 
The  cost  of  the  bananas  pro- 
duced by  the  farmers  of  West 
Indian  islands,  such  as  the 
Windwards,  works  out  at 
nearer  $500  a tonne. 

In  its  attempt  to  even  out 
the  competition,  the  EU 
imposed  quotas  on  dollar 
bananas,  tariffs  and  import 
licences  allocated  on  advanta- 
geous terms  to  European  com- 
panies. like  Geest  and  Fyffes, 
traditionally  buying  their 
bananas  from  the  Caribbean. 
Licences  added  $5  to  the  cost 
of  a box  and  cost  US  produc- 
ers $180  million  a year.  But  it 


still  has  not  prevented  Chi- 
quita  and  Del  Monte  dominat- 
ing the  banana  trade,  even  In 
most  EU  states,  including 
Germany. 

That  the  US  government 
took  up  the  complaints  of  Chi- 
quita  may,  or  may  not.  have 
had  something  to  do  with  the 
$500,000  worth  of  donations 
suddenly  given  by  the 
staunchly  Republican  chair- 
man of  the  company,  Carl  H. 
Lindner  Jr,  of  Cincinnati,  to 
Democratic  parties  across  the 
southern  states. 

At  any  event  the  donations 
were  made  within  24  hours  of 
the  Clinton  administration’s 
announcement  of  its  chal- 
lenge to  the  WTO  over  the 
EU*s  banana  regime. 

The  World  Development 
Movement,  staging  a protest 
at  the  American  embassy  In 
London  yesterday,  claimed 
that  Chiquita  had  a poor  re- 
cord in  the  treatment  of  Its 
workers  in  Costa  Rica,  vic- 
timising those  who  wanted  to 
join  trade  unions. 

In  contrast,  Ecuador  wel- 
comed the  ruling  as  safe- 
guarding its  own  banana  in- 
dustry and  the  jobs  of  13 
million  workers,  10  per  cent 
of  its  population. 

Privately,  commission  offi- 
cials admit  that  they  will 
have  to  bow  to  the  WTO’s  rul- 
ing and  cannot  hope  to  do 
more  than  delay  for  a few 
months  the  removal  of  barri- 
ers that  will  wipe  out  thou- 
sands of  jobs  and  up  to  a fifth 
of  the  economies  of  some  Ca- 
ribbean islands. 
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Dual  crucifixion 
in  Abu  Dhabi 


Kathy  Evans 


draw  crowds 


rn  COURT  in  the  Gulf 
emirate  of  Abu  Dhabi 
j^mhas  sentenced  two  con- 
victed murderers  to  be  pub- 
licly .entdfied  before  being 
portyrit^d  by  firing  squad  on 
Friday..  t. 

According  to  one  report  in 

the  deseyttown  of.Al  Ain,  the 
two  are  to-'  be  tied  to  crosses 
erected  outside  the  town’s 
centred  prison  for  up  to  eight 
bourses  a public  bxuntUa- 


Oth  er  reports  said  the  men 
would  be  tied  to  posts,  or  to 
palm  trees,  as  recommended 
by  the  preliminary  court 

The  two  men  were  origi- 
nally due  to  be  crucified  yes- 
terday and  executed  today, 
but  local  officials  said  yester- 
day that  both  sentences  had 
been  postponed  until  the  Mus- 
lim weekend  to  encourage 
larger  crowds  to  attend.  The 
weekend  begins  on  Thursday 
lunchtime  and  Al  Ain  offers 

littlp  pliWIff  wibrlahmient 

Majid  Faker  Hussein,  a 
national  of  the  United  Arab 


Emirates  (UAE),  and  the  Iran- 
ian-born Abdul  Mushtaq  were 
part  of  a gang  in  Al  Ain  which 
kidnapped  bank  customers 
and  robbed  them  before  kill- 
ing them.  Five  people  — two 
UAE  citizens  and  three 
Aslans  — were  said  to  have 
been  murdered.  Other  gang 
members  have  been  sen- 
tenced to  long  jail  terms. 

The  crucifixion,  has  been 
confirmed  by  the  UAE  presi- 
dent, Sheikh  Zayed  bin  Sultan 
&1  Nahayan. 

Local  commentators  said  it 
was  not  known  whether  the 


prisoners  would  be  given 
water.  “The  intention  is  not 
to  torture  them  but  to  humili- 
ate them  for  what  they  have 
done”  one  commentator  said. 
The  men  would,  he  added,  be 
protected  by  the  police  from 
public  reaction. 

Tbe  execution  by  firing 
squad  the  next  day  will  take 
place  inside  the  prison. 

Crucifixion  is  rare  in  the 
Gulf  and  virtually  unknown 
in  the  Emirates,  which  has  a 
reputation  for  liberal  social 
traditions.  Justice  ministry  i 
ofllciate  said  tbe  punishment  I 


was  “relatively  commonplace 
in  Saudi  Arabia'’. 

The  sentences  come  as  at- 
tention is  focused  on  Muslim 
judicial  procedures  in  the 
wake  of  the  case  of  two  Brit- 
ish nurses  facing  beheading 
in  Saudi  Arabia.  Liberal  Mus- 
lims are  urging  that  judicial 
procedures  should  be 
reviewed  and  reformed. 

DAE  commentators  pointed 
out  that  in  the  Al  Ain  case, 
the  men  were  serial  killers 
whose  crimes  were  particu- 
larly heinous  and  who  endan- 
gered public  security. 


“This  Is  not  medieval. 
Times  might  change  in  the 
rest  of  the  world  but  the 
Koran  does  not,”  said  one 
resident. 

• The  office  of  Russia's  pros- 
ecutor general  has  opened  a 
criminal  case  on  the  public 
execution  or  two  people  in  tbe 
Chechen  capital  Grozny  last 
week,  officials  said  yesterday. 
A man  and  woman  convicted 
of  murder  by  an  Islamic  court 
were  killed  by  firing  squad 
last  Wednesday  in  front  of 
television  cameras  in  a cen- 
tral Grozny  square. 
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4 BRITAIN 


Banks  and  government  seek  to  correct  ‘historic  injustice’  suffered  by  relatives  of  Holocaust  victims 

Vow  to  recover  Most’  cash 


Th*  (BuanBan  Tuesday  September  9 1997 


Richard  Norton-Taytor 


THE  Government 
and  banks  res- 
ponded swiftly  yes- 
terday to  new 
research  showing 
that  millions  of  pounds  be- 
longing to  Holocaust  victims 
are  still  being  held  in  dor- 
mant accounts  in  Britain. 

Stung  by  evidence  about 
how  f-iaima  by  victims  and 
their  surviving  relatives  were 
treated  contemptuously  in 
post-war  Whitehall,  the  For- 
eign Office  (FO)  and  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  and  industry 
(DTI)  insisted  it  was  treating 


the  issue  “extremely  seri 
ously”.  The  British.  Bankers’ 
Association  said  it  was  con- 
cerned to  correct  “historic 
injustice”. 

A report  yesterday  by  the 
Holocaust  Educational  Trust 
said  the  value  d unclaimed 
accounts  belonging'  to  Nazi 
victims  or  their  heirs  held  bv 
British  banks  could  total  £35 
million  — £700  mflUon  in 
today’s  money,  it  also 
revealed  how  the  post-war 
Labour  government  refused 
to  return  other  fhnds  belong- 
ing to  Jews  persecuted  by  the 
Nazis  and  paid  the  money  to 
British  companies  to  compen- 
sate them  for  trading  losses. 


The  DTE  and  the  FO  said 
they  were  conducting  their 
own  research  and  would  pub- 
lish the  results. 

The  BBA  said  archivists  in 
individual  banks  were  re-ex- 
amining their  wartime  and 


immediate  post-war  records 
to  try  to  identify  relevant 
acccounts. 

The  Midland  Bank  ex- 
plained that  when  the  ac- 


counts were  unfrozen . after 
the  war  it  contacted  the  ac- 
count holders  at  their  last 
known  addresses.  Unclaimed 
balances  were  classified  as 
dormant  accounts.  It  said  in- 
dividuals who  knew  the 
names  in  which  the  accounts 


were  held,  and  the  bank 
branch,  shmid  get  In  touch. 

The  National  Wesminster 

Ttanlc  said  tfiat  onC8  an  3C- 

count  was  classed  as  dor- 
mant, the  onus  was  on  the 
customer  or  his  estate  to 
claim  the  balance. 

After  the  war  potential 
claimants  had  to  have  written 
proof  of  the  death  of  their 
holocaust  victim  relatives. 
The  banks  told  claimants  liv- 
ing in  countries  such  as 
Romania  Poland  to  seek 
compensation  from  their  own 
governments. 

Individual  cases  were 
named  In  last  night's  Gra- 
nada Television  World  in 


Action  programme.  Miklos 
Breuer,  a Jew  now  living  In 
the  United  States,  was  refused 
his  family's  life  savings  be- 
cause he  had  successfully  hid- 
den from  the  Nazis. 

Worried  about  the  family’s 
fixture  in  Budapest;  his  father,. 
Imre,  deposited  money  in  the 
National  Westminster  Bank 
in  1939.  When  Mr  Breuer 
went  to  claim  the  fhnds  after 
the  war  he  found  they  were 
no  longer  in  the  bank.  The 
government  had  seized  the 
money  and  would  not  return 
it 

Hie  was  told;  “We  do  not  ac- 
cept (total  ttiat  so-and-so 
went  tntn  hiding1  as  being' 


equivalant  to  his  having  been 

deprived  ofhis  liberty.” 

The  relatives  of  Alice  Kirk- 
heim,  a Jewish  woman  living 
in  Berlin,  were  also  disap- 
pointed by  Britain's  attitude. 
Mrs  TTn-khniTn  committed  sui- 
cide in  September  1939  rather 
than  be  arrested  by  the  Nazis. 
Her  family  was  told  that  sui- 
cide was  not  covered  by  the 
official  test  of  being  "de- 
prived of  liberty”. 

Another  Jew,  Paul  Hollos, 
spent  the  last  year  of  the  war 
In  forced  labour  camps  — but 
fhfe  did  not  “satisfy  the  de- 
partment that  he  should  be 
treated  as  a victim  of 
persecution”. 


Concorde . . . Came  within  two  miles  of  light  aircraft  while  climbing  out  of  JFK  airport,  bnt  crew  took  avoiding  action  at  8^00ftandno  passengers  were  aware  of  the  Incident 

Concorde  in  near  miss  after  leaving  New  York 


Kefth  Harper 
Transport  EcBtor 


A CONCORDE  airliner 
with  65  passengers 
on  board  was  in- 
volved in  a near  mimi 
last  week  shortly  after  leav- 
ing New  York. 

The  British  Airways  cap- 
tain reported  the  incident  on 
his  return  to  Heathrow.  The 


other  aircraft  was  seen  on 
Concorde’s  warning  system, 
and  the  crew  took  immediate 
avoiding  actum.  The  aircraft 
passed  each  other  at  about 
8,500ft  less  than  two  miles 
apart 

BA  said  yesterday  that  the 
crew  took  normal  evasive 
procedures.  The  other  air- 
craft, a small  Piper,'  was  10 
miles  away  when  it  was  first 
picked  up  but  Concorde’s 


steep  climb  meant  the  aircraft 
were  going  to  pass  close 
together. 

None  of  the  passengers  was 
aware  of  the  incident,  which 
occurred  on  Friday  afternoon 
as  the  Concorde  with  10  crew 
members  on  board  was 
returning  to  London.  BA  said 
the  incident  was  not  serious 
but  that  the  Concorde  crew 
took  the  correct  precautions. 

BA's  New  York  office  in- 


formed the  American  Federal 
Aviation  Administration,  the 
US  air  regulatory  authority, 
immediately  and  an  Investi- 
gation was  carried  out 
Die  FAA  said  last  night 
that  both  aircraft  were  within 
“legal  limits’’  and  500ft  apart 
vertically.  It  said  the  pilot  of 
the  Piper  could  see  what  was 
happening  and  acted  under 
instructions  from  air  traffic 
control  at  Kennedy  airport 


No  further  action  is  likely 
to  be  taken  by  the  FAA,  al- 
though It  has  yet  to  complete 
its  report  on  the  incident  BA 
will  keep  a file  on  the  near 
miss,  bid  the  Civil  Aviation 
Authority  in  Britain  will  not 
be  involved  since  the  incident 
occurred  outside  its  control 
area.  * • 

The  CAA’s  latest  figures  for 
incidents  covering  commer- 
cial aircraft  in  the  UK  are  for 


September  to  December  last 
year.  They  reveal  that  the 
number  of  reported  incidents 
were  13  amipared  to  16  for  the 
same  period  In  1995.  Of  these, 
three  were  described  as  “risk- 
bearing'’. 

But  there  has  been  a recent 
spate  of  near  misses.  In  one, 
two  aircraft  carrying  215  pas- 
sengers came  within,  seconds 
— only  400ft  apart — of  collid- 
ing over  KanL 


as 

Hume  pulls  out 
at  eleventh  hour 


John  Mufti 

iretond  Cwr— pondvnt 


JOHN  Home,  leader  of  the 
SDLP,  yesterday  ruled 
himself  out  of  the  race  to 
succeed  Irishprasident  Mary 
Robinson  after  an  Uth-hour 
change  of  heart  — pledging 
Instead  to  continue  working 
for  a settlement  in  Northern 
Ireland. 

His  announcement,  ending 
nine  month*  of  speculation, 
dears  the  way  for  Albert 
Reynolds,  the  former  Taoi- 
seach, who  had  rejected  calls 
to  stand  down  and  endorse 
Mr  Hume  as  an.  agreed  all- 
party  ennrilHatP- 
Mr  Hume  led  him  by  31  p er 
cent  to  13  per  cent  in  a recent 
opinion  poll  in  the  Irish 
Independent 

Mrs  Robinson  leaves  her 
£ll2,000-a-year  post  on  Friday 
after  seven  highly  successful 
years,  moving  to  Geneva  to 
take  over  as  the  United 
Nations  high  commissioner 
for -refugees.  She  was  in 
Northern  Ireland  yesterday 
on  her  18th  »nrf  final  visit  as 
president 

Mr  Hume,  aged  GO,  made  it 
dear  Mr  Reynolds's  refusal  to 
stand  aside  was  a key  factor 
in  his  decision,  which  was 
dearly  fe»icen  with  reluctance. 
He  had  wanted  to  be  unop- 
posed. and  already  bad  the 
backing  of  Fine  Gad.  Ire- 
land’s second  largest  party. 

Mr  Hume  said  last  night 
that  he  could  tblnlc  of  “no 
greater  personal  honour  than 
to  become  President  of  Ire- 
land as  an  agreed  candidate". 
He  had  found  the  arguments 
for  standing  “persuasive”  and 
bad  given  the  matter  "de- 
tailed consideration". 

But  he  had  devoted  his 
adult  life  to  resolving  the  cri- 
sis in  Northern  Ireland  which 
“is  now  at  a very  crucial 
stage  and  therefore  I fed  It  Is 
my  duty  to  stay  with  my  col- 
leagues in  the  SDLP  and  to 
continue  to  devote  all  our  en- 
ergies towards  achieving  a 
new  and  agreed  Ireland  based 
on  a lasting  settlement  and  a 
lasting  peace". 

Senior  colleagues  had  ar- 
gued his  standing  would 
mean  two  damaging  byelec- 
tions at  a time  when  the  peace 
process  was  fragile.  “It  would 
hardly  have  been  the  best  of 
legacies,”  said  one. 

The  contest  for  his  Foyle 
constituency  would  have 
been  acrimonious  enough, 
with  Sinn  Fein  -—  last  night 
said  to  be  happy  at  Mr 
Hume’s  decision  — keenly 


contesting  the  seat.  But  the 
take  his  seat  in  the 
European  parliament  where 
he  has  represented  Northern 
Ireland  since  1979.  could  have 
turned  into  a dangerous  refer- 
endum on  the  talks  process. 

Under  the  proportional  rep- 
resentation system.  Northern 
Ireland  would  have  voted  as  a 
whole  for  the  vacant  seat  and 
Ian  Paisley's  Democratic 
Unionist  Party,  which  is 
shunning  next  week's  all- 
party  talks,  would  have 
launched  a bitter  challenge  to 
the  Ulster  Unionists,  who  are 
expected  to  attend  the  talks, 
over  their  approach. 

Dublin  bookmakers  last 
night  Mr  Reynolds  hot 
favourite  last  night  after  Mr 
Hume’s  withdrawal. 

Colleagues  believe  Mr 
Hume  would  have  missed  the 
drama  of  politics,  and  would 
have  found  the  gag  as  presi- 
dent difficult  to  bear.  And 
while  Mrs  Robinson  won  the 
grudging  respect  of  many 
Unionists,  Mr  Hume  is 
distrusted. 

He  did  believe  he  could 
have  helped  boost  outside  In- 
vestment in  Ireland,  as  he  had 
done  around  Derry.  His  biog- 
rapher estimated  Mr  Hume, 
with  good  contacts  In  the  US 
and  Europe,  had  attracted 
£500  million  in  investment  in 
Northern  Ireland. 

The  Taoiseach,  Bertie 
Ahem,  will  tomorrow  have  a 
courtesy  meeting  with  Dana, 
the  former  Eurovision  song 
contest  winner,  who  has  ex- 
pressed a wish  to  stand  but  is 
unlikely  to  get  the  required 
nomination  of  20  TDs  (mem- 
bers of  the  Irish  parliament 
the  Dail). 

With  Mrs  Robinson  quit- 
ting her  post  early,  the  duties 
of  the  president  will  be  car- 
ried out  by  a committee 
headed  by  Ireland’s  nMpf  jus- 
tice. Nominations  dose  at  tire 
end  of  the  month,  with  the 
election  on  October  30. 

• Sinn  Fein  win  today  sign 
up  to  the  Mitchell  principles 
of  peace  and  democracy, 
allowing  it  to  enter  all-party 
peace  talks  at  Stormont  on 
Monday.  . 

The  Ulster  Unionists,  still 
to  decide  whether  to  take  part 
In  the  talks  next  week,  said 
they  would  boycott  today's 
meeting,  which  they  called  a 
force. 

However,  tire  party’s  execu- 
tive meets  on  Saturday  to  dis- 
cuss the.  talks  after  David 
Trimble  meets  Tony  Blair 
later  this  week,  and  the  nego- 
tiating team  is  anxious  not  to 
prejudge  that  decision. 


Quest  for  home  rule 


Three  Labour 
rebels  tilt  at 
Blair  in  Wales 


Derak  Brawn 
and  Michael  White 


THREE  Labour  MPs 
yesterday  broke 
ranks  with  Tony 
Blair  to  attack  the 
Government’s  plans 
for  limited  devolution  in 
Wales  as  an  undemocratic 
and  inadequate  blueprint  for 
return  ing  power  to  the  Welsh 
people. 

Although  Denzil  Davies,  Sir 
Ray  Powell  and  Allan  Rogers 
denied  acting  in  concert, 
their  condemnation  of  the 
Government’s  plans  came  as 
the  Welsh  Secretary.  Ron 
Davies,  relaunched  the  devo- 
lution campaign,  promising 
that  a Labour  assembly  would 
improve  education, 
strengthen  the  health  service 
and  create  jobs. 

With  10  days  to  go  to  the 
referendum  In  Wales,  Mr 
Davies  shrugged  off  the  latest 
salvoes  from  the  dissident 
Labour  MPs,  and  insisted  that 
he  was  confident  Welsh  vot- 
ers would  opt  for  change. 

He  signed  with  a flourish  a 
list  of  10  pledges  to  the  Welsh 
electorate.  A Labour  assem- 
bly would: 

□ Make  education  the 
priority 

□ Take  young  people  off  ben- 
efit and  provide  them  with 
work 

□ Divert  NHS  money  from 
bureaucracy  to  patient  care 
n Pay  for  the  new  assembly 
by  cutting  the  cost  of  quangos 
□ Strengthen  British 
national  unity  by  modernis- 
ing democracy 

□ Give  a voice  to  every 
region  of  Wales 
□ Represent  all  communities 
in  Wales,  both  English  and 
Welsh  speaking 
□ Support  farmers  and  Im- 
prove rural  services 
□ Clean  up  politics  and  im- 
prove procedures  for  select- 
ing the  best  election 
candidates 

□ Create  a power  house  for 
business  and  industry,  and 
raise  the  profile  of  Wales 

Internationally. 

The  Conservative  leader. 


William  Hague,  was  to  Wales 
to  spearhead  his  party's  No 
campaign.  But  a potentially 
more  telling  boost  to  the  anti- 
devolution cause  came  from 
the  Labour  dissidents,  who 
lambasted  the  proposals  as  "a 
cosmetic  exercise”  and 
“poorly  thought  out”. 

AH  three  rebels  MPs  fo- 
cused on  details  of  the 
scheme.  Including  the  ab- 
sence of  legislative  or  tax- 
raising  powers  — unlike  Scot- 
land’s proposed  assembly. 
They  also  complained  that  it 
will  not  get  rid  of  the  “quango 
state”  beqaeathed  by  the 
Tories,  which  means  more 
public  bodies  are  democrati- 
cally-unaccountable  in  Wales 
than  elsewhere. 

Denzil  Davies,  MP  for  Llan- 
elli and  a Treasury  minister 
in  the  last  Labour  govern- 
ment, said  the  proposed  as- 
sembly would  have  no  power 
to  take  over  p*i sting  quangos. 
“The  Welsh  Office  ban  tried  to 
mount  a cosmetic  exercise, 
pretending  that  an  assembly 
would  be  able  to  dismantle 
the  quangos.  The  Tory 
quango  state  would  live  side 
by  side  with  a Welsh  assem- 
bly." sir  Ray  Powell,  MP  for 
Ogmore,  accused  Mr  Davies 
of  pushing  for  a centralised 
system  of  candidate  selection, 
and  claimed  that  those  who 
intended  to  vote  No  were 
being  threatened  and  abnsed. 

Allan  Rogers,  MP  For 
Rhondda  and  the  only  No 
campaigns:  of  the  trio  when 
devolution  was  defeated  in 
Wales  In  1979,  said  last  night- 
“If  anyone  teDs  me  that  a 
transfer  of  power  from  the 
Welsh  Office  — if  that  is  go- 
ing to  happen  — to  yet  an- 
other elected  body  is  real  de- 
volution, TIE  eat  my  hat” 

Ron  Davies  pointed  out  that 
Sir  Ray,  like  all  Labour  MPs 
elected  in  May,  had  backed  an 
assembly.  Even  after  a week’s 
break,  as  a marie  of  respect  to 
the  late  Princess  of  Wales, 
yesterday’s  relaunch  was 
muted.  After  his  press  confer- 
ence, Mr  Davies  and  Welsh 
minister  Peter  Ham  delivered 
their  “vote  yes"  message  in 
Cardiff  cHy  centre. 


Push  for 
Yes  vote 


on  Tory 

failings 


Lawrence  Donegan 
and  Emm  MacAsklll 


Labour  strategists 
have  shied  away 
from  appealing  to 
the  “Bravehearf  ’ in- 
stincts of  the  Scot- 
tish electorate,  fearing  that  it 
would  fuel  nationalist  feel- 
ings in  the  aftermath  of 
Thursday’s  referendum. 

With  lees  than  72  hours  to 
go  before  voters  go  to  the 
polls,  the  prodevolution  gam- 
paign  will  focus  on  convert- 
ing the  Scottish  nnHpfltfty 
towards  the  Conservatives 
into  a Yes-Yes  vote  — a shift 
in  emphasis  which  will  be 
helped  by  today's  visit  by  Bar- 
oness Thatcher  and  the  Tory 
leader  William  Hague. 


Labour  sources  said  the 
party's  private  polling  was  in 
line  with  a succession  of  pub- 
lished opinion  polls  and 
pointed  to  a huge  Yes  vote  on 
the  first  question  — on  set- 
ting op  a Scottish  parliament 
— but  a smaller  Yes  majority 
on  the  question  of  tax-varying 
powers. 

However,  there  are  con- 
cerns about  the  size  of  the 
turnout  in  Thursdays  poll, 
particularly  after  the  week- 
long  moratorium  on  cam- 
paigning due  to  Princess  Di- 
ana’s death. 

'Tm  afraid  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  we  are  going 
to  have  to  spend  quite  a lot  of 
time  reminding  people  of 
what  Is  happening  on  Thurs- 
day. They  do  know  that  a ref- 
erendum is  taking  Is  place. 


Businessmen  in  the  Think  Twice  campaign 
yesterday 


Scottish  devolution  spell  out  their  message  at  Murrayfleld 
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it's  just  that  they  aren't  quite 
as  certain  when  it  is  happen- 
ing,” a government  source 
said. 

There  was  relief  among 
Labour  strategists  yesterday 
that  the  Prime  Minister  had 
finally  joined  the  referendum 
fray,  breathing  fresh  vigour 
Into  a Yes- Yes  campaign 
which  had  been  criticised  by 
some  senior  party  nffteiaiu 
north  of  the  border  as  “solid 
and  worthy  but  old- 
fashioned”. 

The  pro-devolution  cam- 
paign appears  to  have  recov- 
ered from  its  wobble  earlier 
to  the  campaign  when  a hand- 
ful of  Scottish  businessmen, 


led  by  the  governor-  of  the 
Bank  of  Scotland,  Bruce  Pat- 
tullo,  attacked  the  Govern- 
ment’s proposal  to  give  the 
pari  lament  tax-varying  pow- 
ers as  “bad  for  business”. 
“Frankly,  hardly  any  voters 
are  aware  of  what  he,  and 
others  like  the  CB1  Scotland, 
have  been  saying,”  a senior 
Labour  source  said. 

In  scenes  reminiscent  ofhis 
party's  successful  general 
election  campaign.  Mr  Blair, 
accompanied  by  his  wife 
Gherie,  took  part  to  carefiiny- 
staged  walkabouts  to  Glasgow 
and  Edinburgh  and  visited 
schools  to  both  cities. 

to  a succession  of  Inter- 


views, the  Prime  Minister 
returned  to  the  familiar  gen- 
eral election  theme  of  “trust”, 
and  accused  the  Conserva- 
tives of  peddling  “scares” 
about  Labour’s  tax  plans  for 
the  Scottish  parliament 

“The  issue  now  is  about  the 
Scottish  people  haring  the 
confidence  to  vote  Yes-Yes 
and  believing  that  a Scottish 
parliament  will  reflect  the 
things  they  are  most  con- 
cerned about  — bealih.  educa- 
tion and  jobs,”  Labour 
sources  said. 

Padto  Vestri,  heed  of  the  pro- 
devolution  Scotland  Itorward 
campaign,  reinforced  the 
renewed  confidence,  claiming 


toe  No  campaign  was  riven  by 
internal  dissent  and  confosion 
over  its  strategy. 

"They  are  now  having  to 
resort  to  distortions  and  un- 
truthful searemongering ... 
Even  now,  they  are  inventing 
new  taxes  under  the  proposed 
Scottish  parliament  that 
don't,  and  never  will,  exist" 
Publicly,  the  anti-devolution 
campaign  was  defiant  on  aft 
fronts.  But  to  private  senior 
sources  were  resigned  to  a 
Yes  vote  on  the  first  referen- 
dum question,  though  more 
optimistic  of  sneaking  a nar- 
row majority  against  giving 
the  proposed  parliament  tax- 
varying  powers. 


.1 


Y 


x 


O 


V 


KJ 


1 


Tbq  Guardian  Tuesday  September  a too? 

‘Hidden 
culture’ 
to  go  on 
show  as 
heritage 
open 
day 
aims  to 
show 
gems 
to  the 
people 


Maev  Kennedy  on 
secret  treasures 


MOST  doors  are  open 
to  the  Culture  Secre- 
tary, but  even  Chris 
Smith  bad  not  realised  that 
at  the  heart  of  the  great 
stone  cliff  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  there  is  an  Italian 
garden.  It  Is  the  most  ex- 
pensive lawn  in  the 
country,  built  on  top  of  the 
gold  vaults. 

“That’s  exactly  what  the 
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Culture  Secretary  Chris  Smith  at  the  Bank  of  England  yesterday  to  highlight  the  forthcoming  Heritage  op*»"  ri«y»tn  RrHatn  photograph:  gra«am  turner 


Heritage  open  days  are 
for,”  he  said  yesterday, 
looking  down  from  the  ter- 
race on  hrUOiant  green, 
discoverfngthese  amazing 


things  that  are  usually  hid- 
den from  most  people.” 
Nearly  2,000  buildings 
throughout  England.  In- 
cluding castles,  factories, 
power  stations  and  prisons, 
will  open  free  of  charge 


next  weekend,  with  an- 
other 400  openings  the 
fbDowIng  weekend  in  the 
greater  London  area. 

Wales  and  Northern  Ire- 
land have  their  own  pro- 
grammes for  next  weekend, 
and  Scotland  has  a series  of 
events  every  weekend  this 
month. 

The  event  has  been  split 
for  the  first  time  thbt  year. 


because  so  many  people 
outside  London  wanted  to 
see  buildings  both  an  their 
own  doorsteps  and  in  the 
capital,  and  vice-versa. 

The  Bank  of  Rnghmd  has 
Joined  for  the  first  time  this 
year.  It  will  open  on 
September  21  and  22,  and 
visitors  will  be  allowed  into 
several  private  areas  of  Sir 
John  Soane's  Grade  I listed 


18th  century  masterpiece. 
These  include  the  Court 
Room  where  the  directors 
meet,  designed  by  Sir  Rob- 
ert Taylor  in  1774.  Other 
firsts  include  two  particu- 
larly magnificent  govern- 
ment buildings,  the  Trea- 
sury and  the  Foreign  Office 
in  London. 

Mr  Smith's  own  modem 
offices  in  Cockspnr  Street 


will  not  be  opening.  Nor.  al- 
though the  London  event 
specialises  in  modern 
buildings,  will  one  of  the 
most  notorious  government 
buildings,  the  former  Envi- 
ronment offices  at  Mar- 
sham  Street,  soon  to  be  de- 
molished. “I'm  not  sure 
how  many  people  would 
seriously  want  to  see  in- 
side,” Mr  Smith  said. 


Outrage  over  London  council’s  pension  scandal 


James  Meflde 
Community  Affairs  Editor 


LOCAL  authorities  face 
tougher  checks  on  staff 
retirement  and  pension 
deals  after  auditors  uncov- 
ered unlawftxL  payments  of 
nearly  £L27  million  by  one 
council. 

The  former  chief  executive 
and  finance  <Mrector  oT  Red- 


bridge council,  east  London, 
may  free  action,  tor  wflftil 
misconduct  for  their  handling 
of -financial  pariti^esjncihuf 
ing  their  own.  The  unlawfhl 
arrangements  included  the 
way  one-off  payments,  extra 
salaries  in  the  final  year  of 
service  and  perks-' were  in- 
cluded in  calculation  of  lump 
sums  on  retirement  and  sub- 
sequent peh&iom.  J: 

• ' Seven  other  officers,  some 


still  In  post;  were  criticised 
yesterday  by  Janet  Efibeck, 
an  auditor  with  Coopers  and 
L^brand,  after  a three-year 
investigation  into  the  pen- 
sions of  262  staff  who  retired 
between  1980  and  1398.  during 
which  the  authority  was 
under  Conservative  control. 
She  found  103  received  unlaw- 
ful payments  or  unlawfixQy- 

wiharwvl  pangfons- 

Most ’Irregular  payments 


were  between  £1,000  and 
£2,000,  although  a few  senior 
officers  received  more  than 
£10,000,  incIuding'Geoff  Price, 
chief  executive  from  1980  to 
1998.  who  had  £18^8Qin  un- 
lawful payments;  Maurice  Til- 
ley, finance  director  from 
1984  to  1993,  received  £16,688 
unlawfully. 

Mrs  Efibeck  said  Interests 
of  employees  had  taker*  prece- 
dence  over  those  of  local  tax- 


The  elephant  seal  is  apparently  able  to  ‘shut  down’  most  of  its  Hood  circulation  to  withstand  Antarctic  dives  of 6,000ft 

Elephant  seals  lead  in  lung  power 


Tim  Radford  in  Leed*  drops  in  on  the 

British  Association  science  festival 


Elephant  seals  may  be 

big  and  breathtakingly 
ugly,-  hut  they  hold 
world  records  for  Iurt&power. 
Mike  Fedak  from  fhe  British 
sea  mammals  research  unit  at 
St  Andrew’s  has  discovered 
that  Antarctic  elephant  seals 
can  dive  to  6,000ft  and  stay 
submerged  for  up  to  two 
hours.  • 

He  told  the  British  Associa- 
tion festival  which, 

opened  at  Leeds  yesterday 
that  computer-powered  sen- 
sors tagged  to  the  seals  could 
follow  them  across  huge 
tracts  of  sea,  recording  speed, 
depth  and  temperature. 

The  seals  typically  dived 
for  about  30  minutes.  “A  seal 
can  be  away  for  half  an  hour 
or  an  hoar,  come  to  tbe  -sur- 
face fortwoor  three  minutes 

and  do  that  again,  and  carry 
on  that  behaviour  for  weeks, 
and  to  smhe  cases  months  at  a 
time,’’  Professor  Fedak  said. 

How  a warm-blooded  mfr 
rine  mammal  conld  survive 
dives  of  such  duration  and 

. , ' .r. 
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depth  was  a.  mystery.  The 
wain  seemed  to  be  able  to 
stow  their  heartbeat  rate  from 
120  a minute  to  one  a minute, 
and  “shut  down”  the  circula- 
tion of  everything  except  the 
blood  to  the  brain. 

In  some  cases,  the  seals 
might  have  been  taking  a nap, 

at  depths  too  great  for  predar 

tor  kfner  whales  and,  sharks. 
But  "often  they  were- feeding, 
which  required  effort  Scien- 
tists could  estimate  the  store 
of  oxygen  "they  todk  below 
with  them,  and  the  rate  at 
which  it  could  be  spent— -and 
the  seals  seemed  to  be  staying 
down  for  longer  than  the  bud- 
get should  allow. 

“They  are  using  a set  of 
tricks  that  we  aH  can  do. 
People -when  they  fell  in  coM 
water-  can  survive  for 
appartmfly  ridiculous  amounts 
of  time.  There  are  peogte  who 
have  stayed  under  water, -rest- 
ing qinedy,  for  35-17  minutes. 
People  show  the  same  sets  tf 
responses,  they  Can  vary  their 
heart  rate  dramatically  during 
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Ihe  course  ofa  dive,  or  in  sad- 
den shock.  Tbe  tools  are 
there,’’ said  Prof  Fedak. 

Seals  have  refined  these 
tools  to  an  unprecedented 
degree,  he  said.  “I  know  of  no 
other  animal  that  controls  its 


circulation  with  the  finesse 
that  seals  do.” 

Spais  may  hold  -the  endur- 
ance records,  but  Tony  Mar- 
tin, also  of  the  sea  mammals 
research  unit,  told  the  festival 
that  the  beluga  whales  of  the 
Arctic  brake  all  records  for 
risky  navigation.  They  could 
stay  under  wafer  for  only 
about  20  minutes  — hut  had 
learned- to  make  huge  jour- 
neys iTwdp.r  polar-  ice  30ft 
thick,  by  finding  tiny,  tran- 
sient hote*  in  the  .summer  ice. 
Satellite  tracking  studies  of 

tagged  whales  were  beginning 

to  reveal  dues. 

Qne  whale  was  out  in  ice- 
covered  deep  ocean,  diving  to 
1,000 metres  under  the  ice — a 
region  where  -there  was  no 
food.  Professor  Martin  said. 

,ffl  think  they  must  be  using 
these  deep  dives  to  search  the 
underside  of  the  ice  for  the 
next  breathing  site,”  he  said. 

“I  think  they  are  diving 
down,  and  allowing  them- 


selves to  look  upr  metaphori- 
cally, to  a large  radius  of  ice. 
They  have  an  amaging  ability 
to  pick  out  a particular  noise. 
I think  they  must  be  listening 
to  the  telltale  slop  of  water 
against  the  ice.  That  sound 
wffl  only  occur  where  you 
have  got  air.” 

• Icebergs  the  size  of  Oxford- 
shire that  scrape  along  tbe 
Antarctic  seafloor  have  been 
revealing  a new  world  in  tbe 
frozen  ocean. 

The  1,500  billion  tons  of  Ice 
that  fan  off  the  polar  conti- 
nent each  year  ad  as  bulldoz- 
ers, clearing  out  submarine 
slums  gnd  allowing  new  life 
to  colonise,  according  to 
Lloyd  Peck  of  the  British  Ant- 
arctic Survey. 

As  a consequence,  he  said, 
life  in  the  southern  ocean  was 
hugely  diverse  — and  often 
simply  huge.  Creatures  in  the 
colder  waters  had  slower  me- 
tabolisms, often  living  much 
longer  and  growing  much  big- 
ger than  temperate  cousins. 
“You  see  gtgwwHgm  in  the  sea 
spiders,  you  see  gigantism  in 

the  sponges.  There  is  a sponge 
3.5  metres  high,  with  a big 
opening  an  top  that  a diver 
can  get  into.” 
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payers.  The  council  must  con- 
sider changes  to  management 
style,  and  whether  further 
action  was  needed  against 
seme  officers.  It  was  unac- 
ceptable that  some  junior 
staff  had  felt  they  could  not 
raise  concerns  with  seniors. 

She  has  already  issued  pro- 
visional findings  of  miscon- 
duct against  Mr  Price  and  Mr 
TOley.  If  found  guilty,  they 
may  face  surcharges.  Their 
conduct  “fell  short  of  the  high 
standards  required  of  three 
dealing  with  public  money” 
They  bad  acted  either 
wrongly  or  in  a “recklessly 
indifferent”  manner. 

The  council  has  cut  the  pen- 
sions of  staff  found  to  have 
been  unlawfully  calculated. 


although  in  most  cases  it  will 
not  seek  to  recover  payments 
received  In  good  faith  py  pen- 
sioners. It  is  considering  how 
to  recover  money  from  Mr 
Price,  Mr  Tilley  and  another 
forma:  finance  director  criti- 
cised for  impropriety. 

The  council,  now  under  a 
minority  Labour  administra- 
tion, will  decide  what  action 
to  take  next  month.  The  coun- 
cil leader,  Liz  Pearce,  said  she 
was  shocked  by  the  findings, 
particularly  the  conduct  of 
Mr  Price  and  Mr  Tilley. 

The  Audit  Commiss  ton,  res- 
ponsMe  for  local  government 
efficiency  in  England  and 
Wales,  is  expected  to  criticise 
councils’  pensions  record 
later  this  autumn. 


Dark  secret*  of 
suicide  teacher 


Jj A GIFTED  public  school 
W teacher  with  a “dark 
JF^secret”  killed  himself 
by  jumping  over  a cliff  after 
he  was  charged  with  possess- 
ing indecent  photographs,  an 
inquest  heard  yesterday. 

Adrian  Stark,  aged  33,  di- 
rector of  music  at  St  John’s 
school,  Leatherhead.  Surrey, 
died  from  multiple  injuries 
after  jumping  from  Beachy 
Head,  near  Eastbourne, 
Sussex. 

Days  earlier  police  had 
searched  his  fiat  at  the  school 
and  charged  him  with  three 
specimen  counts  of  posses- 
sion of  indecent  photographs 
of  a child. 

East  Sussex  coroner  David 
Wadman  recorded  a verdict 
that  Mr  Stark,  whose  body 
was  recovered  from  the  sea 
on  August.  2,  had  killed 
himanlf 

The  coroner  said  the 
teacher  was  a dedicated  and 
enthusiastic  music  master 
and  an  extremely  gifted  and 
talented  young  man  who  had 
given  no  cause  for  any  con- 
cern at  the  two  schools  where 
he  had  taught 

Mr  Stark  had,  said  the  coro- 
ner, what  might  be  termed  a 
“dark  secret”,  an  Interest  In 
paedophilia  which  manifested 
itself  in  the  collection  of  cer- 
tain literary  items  and 
videos. 

The  coraner  said  police  had 
searched  his  flat  on  July  SO  in 
the  absence  of  Mr  Stark,  who 
had  later  gone  to  the  police 


station  where  he  had  been  ar- 
rested, charged  and  then 
released  on  hail.  On  the  day 
before  his  body  was  found,  he 
had  been  seen  in  tbe  East 
bourne  area  and  his  car  was 
found  in  a car  park  at  Beachy 
Head. 

The  coroner  said  Mr  Stark 
must  have  feared  that  the 
criminal  proceedings  would 
end  his  career,  even  though 
there  was  not  tbe  slightest 
evidence  to  suggest  he  was  in- 
volved with  any  children  at 
the  school 

Detective  Sergeant  Ray- 
mond Mariey  told  the  bearing 
at  Eastbourne  that  the  items 
seized  from  the  Oat  included 
photographs,  video  cassettes 
and  a number  of  booklets. 

Mr  Stark  was  charged  with 
three  specimen  counts  of  pos- 
session of  indecent  photo- 
graphs of  a child,  and 
released  on  bafi. 

The  detective  agreed  there 
had  been  no  complaints  from 
children  or  adults  in  Britain 
about  Mr  Stark. 

The  school’s  headmaster, 
Christopher  Tongue,  said  Mr 
Stark  had  begun  teaching 
there  in  September  1995  and 
before  that  had  been  at  Hurst- 

pierpoint  college.  West 
Sussex. 

“He  had  excdlent  refer- 
ences and  during  hia  tlmo  at 
St  John's  he  had  been  superb 
in  every  respect 

“He  was  one  of  my  most 
popular  and  respected  mem- 
bers of  staff.” 


It  seems  clear  that  Harrison 
Ford  has  become  embroiled 
in  politics.  He’Ss  making 
movies  that  have  something 
to  say.  It  turns  out  to  be  the 
last  thing  he  wants  to  hear. 


G2  cover  story 


Murdered 
teenager 
‘knew  killer1 


Mvtin  Watowrighx 


POLICE  believe  that  a 
teenage  churchgoer 
whose  body  was 
found  on  a stretch  of 
moorland  knew  the  killer 
who  stabbed  her  to  death. 

Detectives  are  checking 
dosed-cimut  TV  tapes  from 
Wakefield  and  Bradford  city 
centres,  where  18- year -old 
Rachel  Barraclough  is 
thought  to  have  pane  on  Fri- 
day night  after  taking  a taxi 
from  her  parents'  home. 

Her  body,  still  dressed  in  a 
black  shiny  satin  jacket  with 
matching  skirt,  was  found  at 
the  weekend  by  three  men 
walking  on  Heath  Common,  a 
wild  stretch  of  land  criss- 
crossed by  ramblers’  tracks 
between  Wakefield  and  the 
18th  century  village  of  Heath. 

Detective  Superintendent 
John  Halt  of  West  Yorkshire 
police  said  that  she  had  been 
the  victim  of  a “terrible,  vio- 
lent attack"  with  a 7cm  long 
knife.  The  absence  of  signs  of 
serious  resistance  suggested 
that  she  had  gone  lo  the  com- 
mon with  someone  she 
thought  she  could  trust 
‘The  attack  was  exception- 
ally violent  and  anyone 
capable  of  this  has  to  be  con- 
sidered a real  danger,"  he 
said.  “Rachel  suffered  multi- 
ple stab  wounds.  There  was 
little  sign  of  a struggle  but  she 
did  attempt  to  fight  off  her  at- 
tacker and  received  a number 
of  defence  wounds  to  her 
hands.  It's  possible  that  her 
attacker  may  have  received 
some  sort  of  injury.” 

Rachel  was  described  by 
neighbours  in  the  Bankfoot 
area  of  Bradford  as  a quiet 
girl  who  attended  services  at 
St  Matthew’s  church  and 
worked  at  a card  factory  with 
her  mother.  Hilary,  and  sister 
Jayne,  aged  38.  The  family 
were  described  as  shy  and 


private  but  Rachel,  who  also 
has  an  older  brother  in  the 
RAF,  was  a popular  member 
of  the  church  congregation. 

Her  works  manager.  Chris 
Mallows,  said:  “We  an*  all 
devastated  here  and  find  the 
news  hard  to  believe.” 

Mr  Holt  appealed  for  infer 
mat  ion  from  anyone  who 
might  have  seen  the  teenager 
on  Friday  evening,  saying 
that  she.  would  have  pre- 
sented “a  striking  ftcure"  on 
her  evening  out.  as  an  attrac- 
tive smartly  dressed  18- war- 
old. 

She  was  last  seen  at  Brail 
ford  Interchange  bus  and  rail- 
way station  at  around  8pm. 
travelling  to  Wakefield.  She 
was  also  wearing  n burgundy 
blouse,  black  shoes  ami  h.ul 
an  imitation  fur  collar  nn  her 
jacket. 

Detectives  are  trying  to 
trace  friends  who  Rachel 
might  have  been  going  to  see, 
as  well  as  recent  acquaint- 
ances. The  body  was  found  a 
mile  from  the  nearest  rn.nl 
and  jo  van  Is  from  a paihwnv 
to  the  historic  King’s  Arms 
pub.  Heath,  where  customers 
may  also  be  questioned. 


Rachel  Barraclough:  ‘quiet 
but  popular  churchgoer' 


Lib  Dems  take 
pro-women  line 


Rabecca  Smfthcra 


Liberal  Democrats 
are  to  break  with  tradi- 
tion by  taking  the  first 
steps  towards  using  positive 
discrimination  to  select  par- 
liamentary candidates  — ini- 
tially for  the  European  elec- 
tions, but  eventually  possibly 
for  prospective  MPs. 

Tbe  move  is  one  of  a raft  of 
measures  designed  to  boost 
the  party’s  representation  by 
women.  Although  they  nearly 
doubled  their  MPs  at  the  elec- 
tion to  46,  only  three  are 
women  — the  same  number 
they  bad  before  the  election. 

The  party  plans  to  an- 
nounce a series  of  initiatives 
at  its  Eastbourne  conference 
at  the  end  of  this  month  to 
encourage  more  women  to 
stand  for  public  office. 

Among  the  most  far-reach- 
ing, which  will  be  debated  on 
the  conference  floor,  is  a mo- 
tion which  offers  a choice  of 

two  proposals  — "zipping” 
the  shortlists  for  the  elections 
to  the  European  parliament  to 
ensure  an  equal  number  of 
men  and  women,  or  the  set- 
ting up  of  a working  party  to 
tackle  the  wider  issue  of  gen- 
der balance. 

Nick  Harvey,  the  MP  for 
Devon  North,  who  will  move 
the  motion,  gairi:  "The  Liberal 
Democrats  are  proud  of  a set 


of  policies  based  on  equality 
of  opportunity  and  which  are 
acknowledged  to  be  women- 
friendly. 

“But  we  have  a way  to  go  in 
improving  the  representation 
of  women.  This  is  acknowl- 
edged across  the  party,  and 
there  is  a great  deal  of  deter- 
mination to  change  things. 

"The  party  is  committed  to 
taking  steps  to  make  sure 
more  Liberal  Democrat 
women  are  elected  to  the 
European  Parliament  and 
the  next  Westminster  parlia- 
ment. Some  of  tbose  stops 
are  already  being  taken; 
others  require  an  open  anil 
honest  debate  within  the 
party  on  how  exactly  we 
proceed." 

The  Lib- Do  ms  have  until 
now  strongly  resisted  any 
moves  towards  positive  dis- 
crimination, and  in  this  vein 
have  also  criticised  the  Gov- 
ernment's appointment  of 
women's  minister,  Harriet 
Hannan. 

But  the  party  is  keen  to 
tackle  complacency  by  ex- 
ploding the  myth  — portrayed 
by  Labour  through  its  large 
number  of  "Blair's  babes"  — 
that  attracting  women  candi- 
dates is  no  longer  a problem. 
It  believes  building  confi- 
dence — through  special 
training  and  help  from  exist- 
ing MPs  — will  help  to  bridge 
that  gap. 


WHEN: 

Wednesday 
September  10 
6.30  - 8pm 


WHERE: 
Cardiff 
International 
Arena, 
Mary  Ann  Street, 
Cardiff  CF1 


TICKETS: 
TkAtets  are  free 
but  must  be 

reserved  by  calling 
the  box  office  on: 
01222  224488 
10am-6pm 


Guardian 

Devolution 

Debate 


Fit  Hon  Ron  Davies  MP 
Dafydd  Wigley  MP 
Richard  Livsey  MP 
Jonathan  Evans 
Nigel  Evans  MP  and 
Professor  Nick  Bourne 
will  be  speaking  in  a 
debate  chaired  by 
Nicola  Heywood  Thomas 
(HTV). 

The  Guardian  invites 
you  to  attend  and 
put  your  questions  to 
the  panel  following 
their  speeches. 
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Plavsic  foils 
plan  for  big 
rally  of  Serb 
hardliners 


Jovana  Gee  In  Bai|a  Luka 


FOREIGN  peacekeepers 
and  police  loyal  to  the 
Bosnian  Serb  presi- 
dent Bfljana  Plavsic 
foiled  plans  for  an  explosive 
rally  in  her  stronghold  by  her 
enemies,  supporters  of  the 
wartime  leader  Radovan 
Karadzic. 

Only  about  500  Karadzic 
supporters  appeared  in  the 
centre  of  this  northern  Bos- 
nian town  at  the  appointed 

hour  of  6pm.  chanting  anti- 
Plavsic  slogans  and  waving 
Karadzic  posters. 

Tension  was  high,  with  riot 
police  guarding  Mrs  Plavsic's 
office  and  the  main  television 
studio.  But  pro-Plavsic 
people,  vastly  outnumbering 
those  at  the  failed  rally, 
booed,  jeered  and  chanted, 
“Thieves!  Thieves!"  and 
drowned  out  any  attempt  by 
Momcilo  Krajisnik,  Mr  Kar- 
adzic's chief  aide,  to  address 
his  supporters. 

Mrs  Plavsic,  with  strong 
backing  Grom  foreign  envoys 
and  forces,  began  in  July  to 
try  to  wrench  control  of  the 
Serb  half  of  Bosnia  tram  Mr 
Karadzic,  accusing  her  for- 
mer mentor  of  impoverishing 
his  people  by  rejecting  the 
Dayton  peace  accord  and  en- 
riching himself  through 
crime  and  corruption. 

Things  were  uglier  on 
Banja  Luka's  outskirts,  where 
pro-Plavsic  police  used  water 
cannon  and  batons  to  stop  up 
to  15  buses  and  their  passen- 
gers from  joining  the  rally, 
witnesses  said. 


And  spokesmen  for  the 
Nato-led  peace  force  said 
things  were  threatening  to 
turn  violent  after  troops  — 
mostly  Nordic  and  Russian  — 
stopped  40  buses  with  more 
Karadzic  supporters  at  Der- 
venta,  about  50  miles  east  of 
Banja  Luka. 

Some  said  they  had  been 
paid  DM200  — about  £70  and 
more  than  twice  the  average 
monthly  wage  of  a Bosnian 
Serb,  said  Lt  Col  Jim  Cronin, 
spokesman  for  the  US  peace 
forces  in  Tnzla. 

Initially,  Col  Cronin  relrt. 
peacekeepers  had  orders  to 
stop  buses,  check  for  weapons 
and  let  them  go  on  to  Banja 
Luka.  But  some  passengers 
resisted  controls  and  in  one 
instance  even  tiled  to  stone 
peacekeepers,  he  said. 

After  that,  the  peace  force 
stopped  all  buses.  About  40 
were  parked  beside  the  road 
by  early  evening.  Col  Cronin 
said.  “People  are  getting 
angry  and  the  situation  is  be- 
coming tense,"  he  said,  add- 
ing that  it  was  likely  that  the 
buses  would  be  asked  to  turn 
back. 

Milan  Canak.  chief  orga- 
niser of  the  plnnnwj  show  of 
support  for  Mr  Kararfofr  al- 
leged that  troops  with  the 
Nato-led  peace  force  turned 
back  70  buses  en  route  to 
Banja  Loka. 

Mr  Karadzic’s  camp 
apparently  intended  to  bring 
things  to  a head  with  the  rally 
in  Mrs  Plavsic’s  stronghold, 
the  largest  Serb-held  city  in 
Bosnia.  Spokesmen  had  an- 
grily declared  that  they  would 
defy  what  they  termed  an  ‘TL- 


A Greek  soldier  with,  the  Nato-led  Stabilisation  Force  patrols  the  building  where  ballot  papers  for  this  weekend’s  Bosnian  local  elections  are  stored 

Mrs  Plavsic  had  taken  up  po- 
sitions outside  the  presidency 
in  the  centre  of  town,  near  the 
bishop's  residence. — AP. 

• A 38-year-old  American  sol- 
dier serving  in  the  Nato-led 
peace  force  has  died.  Staff 
Sergeant  Theodis  Brown  of 
New  Jersey  collapsed  late  an 
Saturday  while  playing  bas- 
ketball at  Camp  DoboiL,  13 


ban  on  the  gathering 
issued  on  Sunday  by  police. 

Dozens  of  buses  and  many 
more  passenger  cars  left  Pale. 
Mr  Karadzic's  stronghold, 
and  points  farther  south  yes- 
terday en  route  to  the  rally. 

Banja  Luka  police  loyal  to 
Mrs  Plavsic  got  authorisation 
from  UN  police  monitors  and 
the  peace  force  to  set  up 


checkpoints  in  and  around 
Banja  Luka  to  prevent  rally 
participants  from  arriving, 
said  a diplomat  in  Sarajevo. 

A mass  Kanufafr  rally  in 
Banja  Luka  could  easily  have 
touched  off  violence  in  the  in- 
creasingly volatile  Bosnian 
Serb  republic,  where  police, 
politicians  and  media  have 
split  into  hostile  camps.  . 


Earlier  yesterday,  Mrs 
Plavsic  held  her  first  meeting 
in  weeks  with.  Mr  Krajisnik, 
the  pro-Karadzic  Serb  mem- 
ber of  Bosnia's  dysfunctional 
three-man  presidency.  The 
talks,  mediated  by  the  Ser- 
bian Orthodox  Church,  were 
held  under  tight  security. 
Army  units  loyal  to  Mrs  Plav- 
sic were  deployed  In  three  ar- 


moured personnel  carriers 
outside,  streets  were  cor- 
doned off  and  nearby  shops 
dosed. 

Mr  Krajisnik  was  accompa- 
nied by  several  officials,  in- 
cluding his.  interior  minister 
Dragan  KJJac,  who  brought 
about  30  armed  policemen.  By 
afternoon,  about  60  heavily 
armed  special  police  loyal  to 


PHOTOGRAPH:  FEH1M  DEM  St 

miles  east  of  the  northern 
town  of  Tuzla.  He  was  evacu- 
ated by  helicopter  to  the  US 
forces'  hospital  in  Tuzla,  but 
doctors  could  not  revive  him. 
The  cause  of  death  was 
apparently  cardiac  arrest, 
Nato  officials  said. 

Brown  is  the  12th  US  sol- 
dier-to  die  while  serving  in 


Parties  encounter  seam  of  disquiet  in  Polish  miners 


Election  hopefuls  would  do  well  to  heed  the  vocal  concerns  of 
Silesia’s  disgruntled  pit  workers,  writes  Neil  Bmrdler  in  Bytom 


RIME,  soot  and  putrid 
air  are  all  the  4 million 
inhabitants  of-  Upper 
Silesia,  the  industrial  region 
on  Poland’s  south-western 
border,  have  known. 

Until  now  most  of  the  men 
have  found  work,  trading  a 
long  life  for  a place  at  the 
coalface  or  farnaoe. 

But  with  mines  facing  spi- 
ralling debts  and  the  authori- 
ties closing  unprofitable  pits, 
mass  unemployment  looms. 
More  than  2,000ft  below  the 
surface  at  the  Centrum- 
Szombierki  coalmine  in  the  Si- 


lesian town  ofBytam,  anger  is 
brewing  ahead  of  this  month's 
parliamentary  elections. 

"Now  that  they’ve  bled 
Silesia  dry,  now  that  it’s  old, 
they  want  to  Mil  it  off  destroy 
It,  abandon  it”  says  a miner 
in  his  mid-thirties- 

“Once,  there  was  something 
for  the  people  of  Silesia,  now 
there’s  nothing,"  he  contin- 
ues, his  voice  rising.  "Where 
are  the  machines  to  dean  up 
this  place,  where  are  the  large 
parks  for  our  chUdrai?" 

Since  1989,  governments 
have  tinkered  with  the  coal 


Industry  but  have  made-little 
systematic  attempt  to  guaran- 
tee its  long-term  viability. 

"There  are  giant  housing 
estates  built  at  the  back  of  a 
mine,  where  there  was  only 
one  kind  of  work,"  says 
Miroslaw  Karczmarzyk,  a 
local  Solidarity  trade  union 
leader.  "Now  these  people  are 
facing  permanent  unemploy- 
ment ...  The  father’s  lost 
work,  the  son  cant  find  any." 

In  the  meantime,  the  finan- 
cial situation  of  operating 
mines  has  deteriorated  and 
the  260,000  miners  still  em- 


ployed at  the  country's  pits 
live  with  the  axe  hanging 
over  their  heads. 

“Mines  which  were  sup- 
posed to  have  closed  five  or 
six  years  ago  are  still  open,” 
says  Mr  Karczmarzyk.  “The 
people  working  there  are 
stressed  because  they  don’t 
know  what’s  going  to 
happen." 

The  ruling  coalition 
government,  led  by  the  post- 
mmmnnist  Democratic  Left 
Alliance,  maintains  that  it 
has  not  abandoned  Silesia, 
and  that  it  is  creating  Jobs  in 
alternative  industries  ready 
for  when  the  mine  closures 
begin  in  earnest  ft  points  to 
the  foreign  investors  it  has 
attracted  to  the  region’s  new 


Yeltsin  lets  US  take  nuclear  lead 


Janies  Meek  In  Moscow 


A SIGNIFICANT  arms 
treaty  concession  by 
President  Boris  Yeltsin, 
which  could  allow  the  US  to 
leap  ahead  In  developing  a 
shield  against  nuclear  attack, 
is  galvanising  the  powerful 
conservative  wing  of  Russia's 
military  and  political  estab- 
lishment into  protest. 

The  Russian  foreign  minis- 
ter, Yevgeny  Primakov,  is  due 
to  sign  doonnents  in  New 
York  later  this  month  sealing 
Mr  Yeltsin’s  agreement  given 
at  the  Helsinki  summit  to  let 
the  US  test  missiles  capable  of 


picking  off  incoming  nuclear 
warheads  thousands  of  miles 
from  their  targets. 

Neither  Russia,  with  Us 
shrivelled  defence  budget  nor 
China,  with  its  technological 


time-lag,  could  hope  to  match 
such  a system. 

But  a fixture  administration 
in  Russia  might  counter  an 
American  nuclear  shield  with 
cheaper  measures,  such  as 
multiple-warhead  missiles  — 
starting  a new  arms  race. 

Mr  Yeltsin  made  the  con- 
cession in  exchange  for  more 
time  to  destroy  Russia’s  sur- 
plus strategic  missiles  under 
the  Start  2 treaty.  But  it  may 
backfire  if  the  Russian  parlia- 


ment dominated  by  patriotic 
conservatives  such  as  the 
Communists  and  Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky’s  party,  refuses 
to  ratify  Start  2 altogether. 

The  State  Duma  is  due  to 
debate  ratification  this 
autumn.  Alexei  Podberyoz- 
fcin,  deputy  head  of  parlia- 
ment’s foreign  affairs  com- 
mittee and  a key  adviser  to 
the  Communist  leader,  Gen- 
nady Zyuganov,  said  Russia 
should  reject  Start  2,  so  it 
could  counter  a future  US  nu- 
clear shfeid  with  multiple- 
warhead  missDee. 

“Russia  must  free  Itself 
from  the  restrictions  of 
Starts  and  choose  Its  own 


a: 


scheme  of  arms  reduction,” 
he  said.  "America  is  violating 
agreements  which  defined  the 
link  between  offensive  and 
defensive  strategic  arms,  so 
we  should  abandon  them.” 
The  key  concessions  won 
the  US,  to  be  endorsed  by 
Primakov  and  representa- 
tives of  three  other  ex-Soviet 
states  at  the  UN  General  As- 
sembly on  September  25,  fix 
the  maximum  speed  at  which 
trial  missiles  can  travel  dur- 
ing tests  to  three  miles  per 
second.  This  allows  US  scien- 
tists to  work  on  intercepting 
missiles  as  they  enter  the  at- 
mosphere, covering  a much 
wider  area. 
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Up  to  400  die 
on  Haitian  ferry 


Martin  Kettle 
In  Washington 


UP  TO  400  people  were 
feared  drowned  last 
night  after  a crowded 
ferry  boat  sank  off  the  west- 
ern coast  of  Haiti  yesterday. 
About  300  people  managed  to 
swim  to  safety,  some  reports 
said. 

The  Gerry  Flerte  Gonaviene 
went  down  at  dawn  between 
Montrouls,  50  miles  north- 
west of  the  capital  Port-au- 
Prince,  and  the  He  de  la  Go- 
niive  in  Port-au-Prince  bay. 
Early  reports  said  64  bodies 
had  been  washed  ashore. 

Haiti's  coastguard  initially 
reported  that  between  700  and 
800  people  were  on  the  ferry, 
of  whom  300  to  400  had 
drowned,  according  to  the  US 
coastguard  service  in  Miami 
"The  boat  took  on  water, 
them  flipped  over.  Maybe  40 
people  who  were  sitting  cm 
too,  as  I was,  fen  info  the 
water.  I don't  think  anynno 
inside  survived,”  a survivor 
told  Radio  Metropole. 

St  Marc  police  spokesman 
Herald  Knock  said  the  boat 
was  just  50  yards  from  the 
Montrouls  wharf  when  it 
sank;  “The  only  people  who 
survived  were  the  people  sit- 
ting on  the  top.  The  rest  of  the 


people  were  in  three  compart- 
ments Inside  the  boat  and 
they  could  not  get  out,”  he 
ggirl 

“You  could  hear  the  people 
caRing  for  help  from  the 
Shore,”  a doctor  said. 

Radio  stations  In  Haiti 
that  most  of  the  passengers 
were  local  peasants  and  ven- 
dors who  use  the  ramshackle 
ferries  for  trade  with  the  Hai- 
tian mainland. 

Police  in  St  Marc,  an  the 
Haitian  mainland,  put  the 
number  of  passengers  at  600 
and  said  officers  were  helping 
In  the  rescue  operation.  Haiti 
deployed  three  coastguard 
boats  to  search  for  survivors. 
UN  personnel  from  the  Hai- 
tian peacekeeping  mission 
were  also  assisting  and  the 
US  coastguard  said  that  one 
of  Its  cutters  — .which  patrol 
the  area  to  prevent  illegal  mi- 
gration — was  at  the  scene,  at 
the  Haitians'  request 

"We  have  sent  a helicopter. 
Zodiac  boats  aM  medical  sup- 
plies to  the  scene,”  said' a UN 
spokeswoman.  Pakistani  and 
Canadian  UN  troops  reported 
finding  12  survivors. 

In  1993  a Haitian  ferry  car- 
rying 1,000  people  Mnk  off  the 
south  coast,  killing  at  least 
TOO.  In  March  last  year,  more 
than  100  died  In  a sinking  toff 
the  south-west 


Industrial  parks,  including 

General  Mnfnrmnvl  Tsmni. 

The  miners  of  the  Centrum- 
Szombierki  pit  are  not  im- 
pressed, saying  the  new  fac- 
tories will  only  take  on  the 
and  educated- 
will  they  do  with  me 
after  17  years  of  work?”  asks 
one  miner.  “Who  will  employ 
a finished  man  like  me?" 

Asked  for  whom  they  win 
vote  In  the  elections,  they  say 
they  will  not  choose  post-com- 
munists — not  surprising  in 
an  industry  which  In  the 
1980s  was  a hotbed  of  revolt 
against  the  former  regime  . 

Many  win  vote  for  Solidar- 
ity Electoral  Action,  an  alli- 
ance between  the  Solidarity 
trade  union  and  a host  of  tiny 


opposition,  parties.  But  they 
have  a warning  for  the  pact’s 
leader,  Marian  ExzaUewskL 
“Many  times  politicians 
have  come  here  to  pick  up 
miners*  votes  and  have  then 
left  us  alone,*.'  says  ope  miner. 
“We  hope  Mr  Krzaklewski 
won’t  came  to  us  and  then, 
leave  us  alone." 

Solidarity  Electoral  Actum 
is  all  too  aware  erf  the  enor- 
mity of  the  workers'  expecta- 
tions, with  senior  figures 
fearing  scenes  reminiscent  of 
the  1984  British  miners  strike 
If  something  is  not  done  fast 
The  problem  for  the  pact, 
should  it  win,  will  be  pacify- 
ing trade  unionists  while 
working  within  the  financial 
constraints  it  is  likely  to  face. 


From  Russia 
with  love  (and 
the  amazon  ka) 


Tom  Whitehouse 
tail 


IN  THE  early  hours  of  yes- 
terday morning  Russian 
television’s  first  sex  talk 
show.  About  It,  arrived  on 
the  country’s  screens. 

Ten  years  ago,  when  a 
Soviet  official  insisted  dur- 
ing a live  TV  link-up  with 
America  that  “there  Is  no 
sex  in  the  Soviet  Union" 
she  famously  confirmed 
Russians’  reluctance  to  ad- 
mit either  doing  or  talking 
about  “It”.  Taking  its  title 
from  a 1920s  Mayakovsky 
poem  celebrating  the  brief 
era  of  free  love  which 
reigned  after  the  Bolshevik 
revolution.  About  It  wants 
to  create  a new  era  of  sex- 
ual gLasmost. 

There  Is  plenty  of  pom  on 


Russians  are  now 
ready  for  an 
intelligent  dialogue 
about  sex 


Russian  television  but,  ac- 
cording to  the  new  pro- 
gramme’s presenter,  Ye- 
lena Hanga,  this  does  not 
amount  to  sexual  libera- 
tion. “Russians  still  live  in 
soclo-psychological  isola- 
tion abont  sex.”  she  says. 
“They  are  now  ready  fbr  an 
intelligent  and  construc- 
tive dialogue.” 

But  to  judge  by  the  first 
programme,  in  which  a 
studio  audience  of  mixed 
ages  discussed  their  sexual 
fantasies,  some  are  still  lost 
for  words.  Terms  of  basic 
anatomy  and  vulgarity 
fought  for  prevalence  while 
Ms  Hanga  tried  to  steer  a 
course  between  the  two. 
The  show  combines  infor- 
mative discussion  with 
laughter  — in  one  pro- 
gramme a man  complains 
that  perestroika  is  respon- 
sible for  women  now  want- 


ing to  be  on  top  (the  ama- 
zonka  position  in  Russian). 

Sex  is  still  a political 
issue  in  Russia.  When  de- 
tails of  a draft  sex  question- 
naire for  schoolchildren 
were  published  earlier  this 
year,  parliament  led  the 
popular  outrage.  Produced 
by  an  independent  research 
institute  with  United 
Nations  Handing,  the  ques- 
tionnaire, according  to  the 
Duma  security  committee, 
was  part  of  a Western  secu- 
rity agency  campaign  to 
pervert  Russian  youth. 

Ms  Hanga  Is  doubly  ex- 
posed to  this  hybrid  puxl- 
iahl ca  1-nattonallstic  back- 
lash because  she  also 
embodies  one  of-  Russia’s 
other  great  taboos  — race. 
Her  grandfather  was  a 
black  American  communist 
who  came  to  Russia  in  the 
1920s  with  his  white  Jew-, 
ish  wife.  Their  daughter 
had  Yelena  after  marrying 
a government  official  from 
Tanzania. 

Not  only  are.  Russians 
having  to  build  a new  lan- 
guage of  sex,  they  are  also 
struggling  to  find  new 
words  for  race,  and  with 
mixed  results.  In  the  press 
Ms  Hanga  has  been  de- 
scribed as  a mulatto  and  a 
negrechankcL  “Blade”  was 
deemed  racist  in  the  Soviet 
era  while  “negro”  was  ac- 
ceptable. Now  “Afro-Rus- 
slan”  and  simply  “dark- 
skinned,”  are  beginning  to 
emerge  as  acceptable 
terms.  “Children  of  the  Fes- 
tival" is  the  strangest  eu- 
phemism, referring  to  a 
1950s  international  festival 
of  socialist  friendship  in 
Moscow,  visited  by  dele- 
gates from  Africa  who  left 
proof  of  their  participation. 

“It  is  a similar  process  to 
that  witnessed  over  the  last 
30  years  in  the  United 
States.”  says  Ms  Hanga,  but 
with  one  big  difference.  “In 
America  racism  was  offi- 
cially sanctioned.  Here  it 
was  officially  banned  and  is 
nOW  Simply  a.  mutter  of 
ignorance.” 


u* 


News  in  brief 

Congo  prepared  to 
accept  Mobutu  body 

THE  government  of  Congo,  formerly  Zaire,  said  it  had  no 
objection  to  the  burial  of  the  deposed  dictator,  Mobutu  Sese 
Seko,  in  his  homeland  fbHowing  his  death  on  Sunday  from 
prostate  cancer  while  in  exile  In  Morocco. 

But  it  is  expected  to  take  a more  active  interest  In  the  fate  of 
the  billions  of  pounds  Mobutu  is  believed  to  have  stashed  away 
during  his  31-year  rule. 

State  radio  in  Kinshasa  said  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
Mobutu  being  buried  in  Congo  but  that  the  final  decision  lay 
with  his  famfly.  Mobutu's  sons  and  other  relatives  face  arrest 
fbr  corruption  and  killings  if  they  return  home. 

In  Kinshasa,  few  openly  celebrated  the  deposed  dictator's 
demise  despite  the  deep  loathing  be  engendered.  State  radio  set 
the  tone:  “In  the  African  tradition,  you  don't  say  anything  bad 
about  someone  who  has  died."  — Chris McGreaL  Mombasa. 
Obituary,  page  10 


Saturn  mission  cancer  fear 

HUNDREDS  of  thousands  of  people  could  be  killed  by  cancer  if 
the  Casstaispace  misstai  to  Saturn— due  tolaunch  next  month 
— goes  wrong;  according  to  a former  emergency  operations 
manager  at  America's  Kennedy  Space  Centre. 

Alan  Kbhn  is  part  of  a growing  movement  to  stop  the 
$3.4  billion  (£2J  billion}  mission,  which  will  carry  72Ibs  of  pinto 
nlxmi,  the  largest  amoont  ever  carried  into  space. 

Mr  Kbhn  said  an  accident  involving  the  plutonium  batteries 
could  cause  thousands  of  deaths.  Even  tiny  amounts  of  plutonium 
can  cause  cancer. 

A safety  officer  who  oversaw  the  Galileo  and  Ulysses  miss  tons, 
both  of' which  ran  on  plutonium,  Mr  KOhn  said  the  risks  were  far 
higher  than  publicly  stated  and  he  had  seen  too  many  rockets 
blow  up  to  feel  confident — Joanna  Cotes.  New  York. 


Clinton  suit  lawyers  bow  out 

LAWYERS  representing  Paula  Jones  in  her  sexual  harassment 
suit  against  President  Bin  dintom  yesterday  sought  to  withdraw 
from  the  case  because  cf ‘fundamental  differences”  with  their 

diunt 

But  they  said  they  stffl  bad  fall  confidence  in  tbe  merits  of  the 
suit,  in  which  Ma  Jones  says  the  prrpstitoit  gypoaedhlrnsrif  and 
askedherfororalsexlnaMayl99]«»ncnrintpir  MrCUntnritmw 
denied  the  accusations. 

Lawyers  Gilbert  Davis  and  Joseph  Camroarata  cited  "certain 
fundamental  differences  of  opinion"  with.  Ms  Jocks  in  a five-page 
motion  filed  with  a judge  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

Ms  Jones  has  reoortedlv  rejected  a setHpTO«Ttsnia>nrtpdhythp 
pair  hi  which  she  would  have  received  $700,000  and'a  statement  of 
regret  from  Mr  Clinton.  She  is  said  to  want  a full  apology,  which 
his  lawyers  have  rejected.  — Reuter,  UttieRock. 


French  train  fireball  kills  12 

TWELVE  people  were  Kited  and  39  injured  whwi  a twain  mmm»H 

info  afuel  tru{^ at  an  airtnmatto rail  trosaing  to  Frmo«>, 

the  train  inflames.  At  least  eight  of  the  iitfured  were  said  to  be  in  a 

Critfcyl  mndh-iryi  . 

The  train,  travelling  from  Bordeaux  to  Bergerac  In  sooth- 
westem  Dance,  ploughed  into  the  folly  laden  ftifil  truck  in  the 
town  of  SaJtote-Antoine  du  Breuflh. 

Local  officials  said  tbe  truck's  cab  slammed  into  a house  while 
foe  tanker  was  dragged  along  by  foe  train  beforeits  30,000  litres  of 
petrol  burst  into  flames. — Beider,  Saint&AntatoetluBnuilh. 


Mir  computer  fails  again 

THE  computer  onboard  foe  Russian  space  station  Mr  broke 
down  again  yesterday , forcing  foe  crew  to  Shut  down  most 
equipment  Officials  said  the  crew  was  In  no  danger. 

ft  was  foe  third  computer  crash  since  mid-July,  but  Russian 
and  American  space  officials  played  down  its  seriousness.  The 
station  was  able  to  maintain  Its  orlentat  hyipprri  the  snn,  and 
its  awer^utmbeswmm  much  better  shapqthgn  during  the 
previous  breakdowns. 

Ground  carrtrolleis  said  they  hoped  to  repair  and  restart  the 
computer  today,  -r*  AP,  Moscow, 


Post  office  raid  suspects  held 

fTAUAN  police  arrested  four  suspected  members  of  a gang 
whleklastweCkrobbed 53  million  Swiss  francs (£21  mUttanJftoro 
a post  office  in  Zurich,  apolice  spokesman  said  yesterday. 

He  said  two  men  and  women  were  arrasted  in  Milan  on 

Saturday  and  two  other  people  had  also  been  arrested  in  Zurich. 
Mice  in  both  countries  had  recovered  18  million  Swiss  franca,  be 
said.— Reuter,  MUan. 


Future  of  ocean  link 
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Beijing  rains  on 
Panama’s  parade 


LanyRobter 
In  Panama  City 


The  Universal  Con* 
gress  on  the  Panama 
Canal  was  to  be  a 
grand  gathering  of 
world  leaders  to  discuss  the 
future  of  the  vital  waterway 
— but  that  was  before  Pana- 
ma stumbled  Into  the  bitter 
dispute  between  China  and 
Taiwan,  prompting  the  in- 
censed authorities  in  Beijing 
to  undertake  a two-year  cam- 
paign to  sabotage  the  event 
As  the  conference  opened 
on  Sunday  — the  20th  anni- 
versary of  the  signing  of  the 
Panama  Canal  treaties  — the 
magnitude  of  Beijing's  suc- 
cess became  dear.  Presidents 
Lee  Teng-hui  of  Taiwan  and 
Ernesto  Perez  BaHa  dares  of 
Panama  were  in  attendance, 
but  nearly  all  the  other  heads 
of  state  and  business  leaders 
had  bowed  to  the  Chinese  of- 
fensive and  stayed  away. 

For  Mr  Perez  BanaHaro^  ft 
was  an  embarrassing  «nH  po- 
litically costly  setback.  The 
shipping  industry  and  many 
foreign  governments  have 
been  openly  sceptical  of  Pana- 
ma’s ability  to  run  tha  «mai 
after  the  United  States  hand* 
it  oyer  on  December  31  1999. 
“This  was  meant  to  be  an  Im- 
portant act  of  presentation  to 


the  international  community. 
In  which  Panama  would  ted- 
the  world  it  knows  how  to 
manage  and  modernise  a 
waterway  that  win  soon  be 
ours,  and  is  ready  to  assume  a 

more  serious  and  responsible 
global  role,”  said  Ricardo 
Arias  Calderon,  a former 
vice-president  and  a leader  of : 
the  Christian  Democratic 
Party.  “Instead,  It  Is  a major 
lost  opportunity." 

Although  the  US  remains 
the  main,  user  of  foe  r»nai 
China  and  Taiwan  have  grow- 
ing commercial  mid  political 
interests.  China  is  now  foe 
flflh-largest  user,  while  Tai- 
wan is  the  ntrrth 

The  rivalry  dates  back  to 
1949,  when  nationalist  Chinese 
forces  retreated  to  Taiwan 
after  losing  a civil  war  to  the 
Communist  army.  In  1971,  the 
United  Nations  seat  hrid  by 
the  Republic  of  China  (Tai- 
wan) . was  given,  to  Beijing. 
Only  a few  countries,  mostly 
in  Central  America,  retain,  for- 
mal relations  with  Taiwan. 

Panama’s  plans  for  a gran- 
diose global  assembly  began 
unravelling  in  1995,  when  Mr 
Lee,  seeing  it  as  a rare  chance 
to  appear  on  the  world  stage, 
sought  an  invitation.  Diplo- 
mats in  Panama  .City  say  Tai- 
wan was  allowed  to  attend 
after  it  agreed  to  pay  £6004)00 
towards  the  cost  of  the  event 


GiVOTfofi  international  im- 
portance of  foe  canal’s  future, 
Panama  also  sought  represen- 
tation foam  foo  UN.  But  once 
the  ctm^mce’s  Taiwan  con- 
nection became  known,  all 
UN  agencies  withdrew  th»fr 
support  and  China  began  to 

press  others  to  stay  away  or 
ltmfr  themselves  to  small, 
low-level  dSegadohs. 

As  a result,  foe  only  other 
presidents  attending  are 
those  of  Boodmas and  Nica- 
ragua,which  have  warm  rota- 
tions with  Taiwan.  The  US  1 
delegation  is  led  by  the  trans- 
port secretary  Rodney  Slater 
and  Thomas  McLaxty,  the 
special  envoy  for  Latin  Amer- 
ican and  Caribbean  affeirs. 

Stripped  of.tts  political  di- 
mension, the  congress,  which 
aids  tomorrow,  will  now  be 
devoted  to  technical  matters, 
of  interest  only  to  transport 
and  shipping  specialists. 

“Both  China  and  Taiwan 
are  happy,  because  they  have 
ended  up  getting  what  they 
wanted,”  a Latin  American 
diplomat  «iM  “The  only  real 
loser  in  all  of  this  is  Panama, 
which  had  the  most  at 
stake.”  — New  York  Times. 


Latin  American 
hot  spots  battle 
for  ‘dry  canal’ 
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The  Panama  canal,  bnUt  by  the  United  States  more  than  80  years  ago,  struggles  with  its  limitations  in  an  ay  of  supertankers  photoqraph  jon  mtcheu 
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Phil  Gunson 
Latin  American 
Correspondent 


THE  existence  of  a canal 
in  Panama  owes  a good 
deal  to  a Nicaraguan 
postage  stomp.  In  1902,  as 
the  United  States  Senate 
was  preparing  for  the  deci- 
sive vote  on  the  construc- 
tion of  a canal  to  link  the 
Pacific  and  the  Caribbean. 
Panama’s  delegate  Philippe 
Btmau-VarUla  mailed  the 
stamp  to  every  senator. 

The  one  centavo  stamp 
showed  the  Momotombo 
volcano  — smoke  pouring 
from  Its  crater  — with  a 
railway  wharf  In  the  fore- 
ground. Underneath  each  ! 
one,  Mr  Bunan-Varilla 
typed:  “An  official  witness 
of  the  volcanic  activity  on 
the  isthmus  of  Nicaragua." 

The  volcano  is  about 
100  miles  from  the  route  of 
the  proposed  Nicaraguan 
canal,  but  the  propaganda 
did  the  trick.  The  Panama- 
nian plan  won  by  - eight 
votes.  But  almost  100  years 
later,  Nicaragua  fe  once 
more  under  consideration 
— along  with  a half-dozen 
other  candidates  — as  the 
site  of  a potential  trans- 
isthmian route. 

Hie  limitatlons  .of  the  Pa- 
nama Canal,  which  super- 
tankers and  large  bulk  car- 
riers are  unable  to  use, 
have  led  to  interest  in  pro- 
jects as  far  afield  as  north- 
ern Colombia  and  the  isth- 
mus of  Tehuantepec  in 
southern  Mexico. 

But  while  volcanoes  may 

no  longer  be  much  of  an 
issue,  political  eruptions 
are.  The  proposed  Colom- 
bian route  runs  through 
territory  formerly  con- 
trolled by  the  Revolu- 
tionary Armed  Forces  of 
Colombia  (FARO,  a»d  n°w 

foe  scene  of  ac  anpaign.  by 
army- linked  paramilitaries 

to  “cleanse”  the  region'  of 

guerrilla  supporters. 

Cynics  suggest  the  pro- 
posal and  the  activities  01 
the  paramilitaries  way  not 
be  entirely  unconnected. 

The  route  of  the  so-called 
“dry  canal”  (a  rail  lint)  be- 
tween  the  ports  of  Coatza- 
coal  cos  on  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico and  Saiina  Cruz  on  the 
Pacific  is  flanked  to  the 
east  by  Chiapas  — scene  of 
the  Zapatista  guerxih^tn; 
surgency  — and  to  the  west 
by  parts  of  Oaxaca  state 
where  guerrillas  of  the  Pop: 
ular  Revolutionary  Army 
(RPR)  have  made  their 
presence  Felt.  ... 

Mgr  Arturo  Lena,  bishop 
of  Tehuantepec,  has 
warned  of  the  need  to 'inte- 
grate the' area’s  many  in- 
digenous peoples  into  the 
trans-isthmian  corridor 


project,  and  nationalist 
voices  have,  been  raised 
against  the  government’s 
plan  to  put  foe  rail  link  up 
to  international  tender.  . 

“A  political  timebomb*’ 
was  how  the  Mexican  news- 
paper El  Financiero 
recently  described  the 
multi-billion-dollar  pro- 
posal, which  was  first 
mooted  23  years  ago  under 
the  government . of  Presi- 
dent Luis  Echevarria. 

Its  revival  has  aroused 
the  interest  of  a number  of 
US  railroad  companies,  but 
outraged  many  local  inhab- 
itants, as  well  as  some  lead- 
ing political  figures,  who 
see  it  as  yet  another  aban- 
donment of  sovereignty  by 
a technocratic  government 
under  excessive  influence 
from  Washington. 

The  isthmus  region  pro- 
cesses about  40  per  cent  of 
Mexico’s  crude  oil,  80  per 
cent  of  its  petrochemicals 
and  a large  proportion  of 
its  natural  gas,  and  is 
regarded  as  having  enor- 
mous strategic  importance. 

In  April,  thousands  of  in- 
digenous peasants  marched 


The  planned  route 
of  the  rail  link  is 
flanked  by  areas  of 
guerrilla  insurgency 

on  Oaxaca  City  to  demand  a 
reconsideration  of  the  pro-, 
ject,  which  they  say  ignore* 
their  interests  in  favour  of 

those  of  foreign  capital. 

The  cffVfrnT^M>fi  which 
now  has  to  deal  with  an  op- 
position majority  in  the 
lower  house  of  congress, 
has  indicated  that  It  may 
back  down,  excluding  the 
dry  canal  from  foe  privati- 
sation of  the  south-eastern . 
rail  network. 

Other  Central  American' 
candidates  for  “dry  canals” 
Include  Honduras  and  KL 
Salvador,  which  have  been 
jUa«*rHHring  road  and  rail 
lipkie  between  their  ports  — 
and  Costa  Rica.  ■ ■ ' 

Tn  Panama,  meanwhile, 
there  Is  speculation  that 
the  Taiwanese  may  soon 
announce  & substantial  in- 
vestment in  the  upgrading 
of  the  wvfcrtnp  canal,  possi- 
bly involving  a new  set  of 
locks.  A parallel* .sea-level 

canal  is  also  being  studied. 

Amid  all  foe  enthusiasm, 
however.  It  would  be  wise 
to  recall  foe  precedents. 
Ferdinand  de  Lesseps, 
bulkier  of  the  Suez  Canal, 
was  rained  by  bis  attempt 
to  repeat  his  triumph  to 
Panama,  ended?  his  life 
serving  a five-year  jail  sen- 
tence for  fraud- 


Armed  police  patrol  a Jerusalem  mall  feet  from  a man  and  Ids  granddaughter.  Heightened  security  follows  last  week’s  bombing  photograph:  jmhouamoer 

Palestinians  round  up  militants 


Julian  Bonier  in  Jerusalem 
and  Martin  Kettle 
In  Washington 


THE  Palestinian  Au- 
thority has  bowed  to 
Israeli  and  American 
pressure  and  arrested 
35  Islamic  activists  from 

Hutnac  and  Islamic  Jihad, 

and  closed  a pro-Hamas 
newspaper. 

The  moves  came  In  the  run- 
up to  tomorrow’s  Middle  East 
visit  by  the  United  States  sec- 
retary of  state,  Madeleine 
Albright 

Hamas’s  military  wing 
claimed  responsibility  for  sui- 
cide Txnnbhjgs  in  Jerusalem 
on  July  30  and  last  Thursday, 
but  Palestinian  leaders  bad  i 
previously  said  they  would  . 
not  order  any  arrests  in  the  j 
absence  of  hard  evidence  j 
against  Inrtfarldna'k  | 

No  Palestinian  officials 
were  available  for  comment 
yesterday. 

TTamac  activists  said  fha  x 
arrests  took  place  aver  foe 
weekend  in  ■ Palestinian-run  | 
towns  on  the  West  Bank. 

Among  those  defamed  were  | 

.Tamal  Mansour,  the1  Hamas  j 
leader  in  Nablus,  and  Mah- 1 


moud  Musle,  the  head  of  the 
organisation  in  Ramallah. 

Israel  has  detained  over  100 
Palestinians  from  areas 
under  its  control  since  Thurs- 
day’s bombing,  and  sealed  off 
the  Gaza  Strip  and  Palestin- 
ian-run West  Bank  towns. 

Israel’s  justice  ministry  has 
also  demanded  the  extradi- 
tion of  the  Palestinian  police 
chief  Ghazi  al-JabalL  Israeli 
police  accuse  him  of  sending 
I his  men  on  assassination  mls- 


brlelly  considered  aborting 
the  visit  last  week,  are  reluc- 
tant to  rule  out  a longer  stay 
than  foe  scheduled  seven 
days  as  Middle  East  politics  , 
degenerates  Into  further 
recrimination  — threatening 
the  abandonment  of  the  Oslo 
peace  accords. 

Mrs  Albright’s  first  visit  to 
the  region  had  been  put  raff  In 
the  hope  that  events  would 
frrtrw  an  upturn.  Instead  things 
have  got  steadily  worse. 


Arab  states  which  America 
has  maintained  in  the  region 
since  1991 ’s  Gulf  war.  Both 
Syria  and,  more  ominously, 
Saudi  Arabia  have  recently 
signalled  that  they  win  not 
attend  a US-backed  Middle 
East  economic  summit  in 
Qatar  in  November. 

But  the  security  crisis  is 
the  principal  focus  or  the 
visit  Under  pressure  from 
Congress  and  domestic  Amer- 
ican lobbies,  Mrs  Albright 


Albright’s  Middle  East  visit  was  put  off  in  the  hope 
events  would  take  an  upturn.  Things  got  worse 


sfons  against  Jewish  settlers 
on  foe  West  Bank.  Mr  al- 
■TahaH  denies  the  charges  and 
insisted  yesterday  he  would 
not  be  handed  over. 

After  visiting  Israel,  a leg  , 
which  will  be  dominated  by 
security  issues  following  the 
bombings  and  Israel’s  ill-fated 
commando  raid  into  Lebanon 
last  wtek,  Mrs  Albright  will ' 

-nruwm  mn  fw  Hw  Palestinian  en- 
tity, Egypt,  Jordan,  Syria  and 

Saudi  Arabia,  with  a possible 
stop  in  Lebanon. 

United  States  officials,  who 


Now  the  focus  is  on  trying 
to  prevent  things  going  fur- 
ther downhni.  State  depart- 
ment sources  yesterday 
warned  against  placing  great 
expectations  on  the  visit 
“She  is  not  a magician,”  an 
aide  sold;  “but  she  has  got  a 
lot  to  do  out  there.” 

In  what  Is  undoubtedly  foe 
toughest  assignment  of  her 
eight  months  in  office,  Mrs 
Albright  must  confront  the 
fear  that  the  deepening  im- 
paste is  beginning  to  frag- 
ment the  coalition  of  friendly 


was  said  yesterday  to  be  pre- 
paring to  “read  the  riot  act” 
to  the  Palestinian  Authority 
president,  Yasser  Arafat,  over 
what  America  sees  as  failure 
to  crack  down  on  terrorists 
striking  Jerusalem. 

Mr  Arafat's  recent  public 
embrace  of  Hamas  leaders 
has  caused  consternation 
among  pro-Israelis  In  the  US, 
provoking  a renewed  anti- 
Arafat  advertising  campaign 
in  the  press.  j 

Mindful  of  that  response, 
state  department  sources  say  | 


Mr  Arafat  cannot  be  allowed 
to  “have  it  both  ways”.  But 
they  stress  that  Mrs  Albright 
does  not  intend  to  allow  Israel 
to  use  security  as  a pretext  for 
further  stalling  on  the  peace 
process  or  fulfillment  of  Its 
Oslo  obligations. 

The  Israeli  prime  minister, 
Binyamin  Netanyahu,  reiter- 
ated yesterday  that  he  would 
tell  Mrs  Albright  that  Israel 
wanted  rapid  talks  and  a final 
peace  settlement  with  the  Pal- 
estinians. But  that  implies 
ditching  Oslo  as  the  basis  for 
such  a settlement,  something 
the  Palestinian  Authority  and 
other  Arab  states  — as  well  as 
Israel's  Labour  opposition  — 
refuse  to  contemplate. 

• A 40-year-old  Israeli  man. 
Ebyabu  Markovitz.  died  yes- 
terday of  injuries  from  last 
Thursday's  Jerusalem  bomb- 
ing, bringing  foe  death  toll  to 
eight.  Including  the  three 

bombers. 

Meanwhile,  survivor  Mital 
Perry  has  told  journalists 
how  one  of  the  bombers 
grabbed  her  hand  seconds  be- 
fore foe  explosion,  but  foe  17- 
year-old  schoolgirl  managed 
to  break  free  using  a tech- 
nique learned  in  a tae  kwon 
do  martial  arts  class. 


Hashimoto  tightens  grip  on  Japanese  politics 


Returned  unopposed,  the  prime 
minister  is  set  to  continue  reform, 
writes  Jonathan  Watts  in  Tokyo 


Buoyed  tv  favourable 

opinion  polls  ami  pro- 
gress in  his  govern- 
ment’s reform  programme, 
the  Japanese  prime  minister, 
Ryutaro  Hashimoto,  secured 
a second  term  as  head  .of  .the 
ruling  party  yesterday. 

Despite  the  deeply  factional  i 
nature  of  the  Liberal  Demo- 
cratic Party  (LDP).  Mr  Hashi- 
moto  was  a unanimous  choice 
as  party  president,  foe  first 
incumbent  in  13  years  to  be 
re-elected  unopposed.  The 

vote  erf  confidence  reflects  the 


change  he  wrought  in  the  par- 
ty's fortunes  in  his  first  two- 
year  term,  and  his  ability  to 
satisfy,  the  electorate’s  desire 
for  a strong  leader. 

Although  Mr  Hashimoto 
has  maintained  the  unlikely 
alliance  with  the  Social  Dem- 
ocratic Party  <SDP),  he  has 
restored  the  LDP’s  image  as 
the  natural  party  erf  govern- 
ment The  LDP  comfortably 
won  last  year’s  lower  house 
election  and  since  then  a 
steady  trickle  of  detections 
has  strengthened  its  position. 


The  latest  defection,  which 
took  place  last  week,  restored 
the  LDP's  absolute  majority 
for  the  first  time  In  more  than 
four  years. 

Opinion  polls  suggest  Mr 
Hashimoto  hm  the  qualities 
the  people  are  looking  for. 
Shortly  after  he  began  his 
first  term  In  January  1996.  a 
record  71  per  cent  thought  he 
had  the  capacity  for  leader- 
ship. Last  month,  his  cabi- 
net's approval  rating  was 
49  per  cent,  higher  than  the 
share  of  foe  vote  the  party  se- 
cured during  October's  elec- 
tion, suggesting  the  public 
has  been  impressed  by  steps 
to  cut  spending  and  carry  out 
reform  — Including  a plan  to 
strengthen  foe  power  tf  foe 
prime  minister. 


Despite  his  background  — 
an  LDP  aristocrat  who  inher- 
ited a seat  from  his  father  and 
built  a support  base  by  leading 
the  conservative  war  veterans' 
association  — Mr  Hashimoto 
has  made  strides  recently  In 
Improving  relations  with 
Japan’s  neighbours. 

In  July  he  launched  an  Ini- 
tiative aimed  at  resolving  a 
long-standing  territorial  dis- 
pute with  Russia.  At  the  end 
of  last  month  teiVc  aimed  at 
restoring  diplomatic  relations 
with  North  Korea  recom- 
menced after  a break  of  sev- 
eral years.  And  last  week  Mr 

Hashimoto  became  foe  first 
Japanese  prime  minister 
since  the  end  of  foe  second 
world  war  to  visit  north-east- 
ern China,  where  he  attended 


an  exhibition  marking  foe 
brutal  occupation  of  the 
region  by  the  Japanese  army 
from  1931  to  1945. 

The  next  test  of  his  leader- 
ship comes  at  the  end  erf  this 
month  when  Tokyo  and 
Washington  release  a final 
version  of  revised  defence  co- 
operation guidelines.  The 
revision  is  expected  to  In- 
crease greatly  Japan’s  mili- 
tary profile,  a cause  of  consid- 
erable concern  to  China,  both 
Koreas  and  foe  pacifist  SDP. 

Mr  Hashimoto  also  faces 
domestic  hurdles  In  trying  to 
push  through  huge  govern- 
ment spending  cuts  and  ambi- 
tious programme  of  reforms 
which  could  alienate  his  sup- 
porters In  foe  LDP  and  the 
bureaucracy. 


PwWBwwtonl  In 
Johannesburg 


THE  Red  Cross  was 
yesterday  flying  relief 
supplies  to  the  Indian 
Ocean  spice  Island  erf  An- 
jouan  as  insurgents  cele- 
brated the  drubbing  of  gov- 
ernment forces  sent  to  end 
their  secession. 

The  Red  Cross  said  that  40 
people  had  been  killed  and  25 
injured  in  clashes  last  week 
in  foe  former  French  colony, 
when  an  Invasion  by  300 
troops  from  the  main  island 
of  Grande  Comoro  unexpect- 
edly turned  into  a rout. 

There  were  unconfirmed 
reports  that  white  soldiers 
had  been  seen  with  foe  rebels, 
raising  suspicions  that  mer- 
cenaries might  have  been  be- 
hind foe  reversal  at  arms  suf- 
fered by  foe  Federal  Islamic 
Republic  of  foe  Comoros  — 
which  rules  Anjouan  and  a 
third  island  in  foe  archipel- 
ago, Moheli.  Diplomatic 
sources  in  South  Africa  said 
peace  talks  supervised  by  the 


Communications 
with  Anjouan 
were  cut  by 
the  Comoros 
government 
as  part  of  a 
blockade  attempt 


Organisation  for  African 
Unity  — which  were  sched- 
uled to  be  held  in  Ethiopia 
from  tomorrow  — were  ex- 
pected to  go  ahead. 

All  communications  with 
Anjouan  were  cut  by  foe  Com- 
oros government  last  week  as 
part  of  an  attempted  blockade. 
But  there  were  reports  from 
the  Island  yesterday  that  a 
local  businessman,  Ahmed 
Charikane,  was  leading  foe  se- 
cessionists and  was  planning 
to  set  up  an  administration. 

A spokeswoman  for  the  Red 
Cross.  Jo  Fax,  said  In  Pretoria 
that  there  were  shortages  of 
food  and  fuel  on  Anjouan  and 
‘‘numbers”  of  displaced  and 
missing  persons.  The  Red 
Crescent  and  Red  Cross  were 
flying  In  with  medical  and 
food  supplies.  She  confirmed 
that  one  soldier  had  been  in- 
jured in  demonstrations 
staged  at  foe  weekend  in  foe 
Grande  Comoro  capital  of  Mo- 
rom  to  protest  against  inter- 
vention in  Anjouan. 

The  French  are  also  be- 
lieved to  be  sending  relief 
supplies  to  Anjouan  after 
refusing  appeals  by  President 
Mohamed  Taki  to  intervene 
militarily  and  put  down  the 
secession.  “It’s  an  internal  af- 
fair.** explained  a French  gov- 
ernment spokesman. 

The  two  subsidiary  isiandn 
to  foe  Comoros  seceded  on 
August  3,  complaining  of  a 
collapse  in  living  standards 
fimee  they  toe*  independence 
from  France  in  1975. 
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Can  peace  be  rescued? 

America  should  endorse  a Palestinian  state 


WHEN  you  hear  the  boom  of  an 
explosion  in  a compact  city  like  Jerusa- 
lem you  know  that  neighbours,  friends, 
or  relatives  could  be  dead.  And  when 
there  is  news  of  casualties  in  Lebanon, 
your  mind  immediately  begins  to  can- 
vass the  families  you  know  with  sons  in 
the  services.  Israeli  society  is  small, 
easily  wounded.  As  is  Palestinian  soci- 
ety. also  violently  culled.  Wounds  like 
these  have  an  intimate  horror. 

That  was  one  reason  why  Israelis  and 
Palestinians  began  to  talk,  because 
surely  this  continued  wounding  of  one 
another  by  two  small,  vulnerable  societ- 
ies was  unendurable  ? Yet,  for  peace, 
the  mere  desire  that  the  killing  should 
stop  is  not  enough.  Something  has  to  be 
done  about  the  reasons  the  killing 
began  in  the  first  place.  This  is  the 
truth  that  Binyamin  Netanyahu  has 
spent  his  time  in  power  avoiding.  He 
has  tried  to  reduce  the  Oslo  agreement, 
which  is  about  comprehensive  peace 
between  two  peoples,  to  an  Israeli  con- 
tract with  a local  security  firm  called 
Arafat  & Co.  To  do  so  he  was  ready  to 
break  a Likud  taboo  and  give  some  land 
for  peace.  That  was  what  optimists  said 
at  the  time  of  the  partial  withdrawal 
from  Hebron,  when  it  still  looked  as  if 
Netanyahu  would,  reluctantly,  con- 
tinue down  the  Oslo  road.  But  Oslo  was 
not  only  about  land  for  peace.  It  was 
about  statehood  for  peace.  How,  when, 
and  subject  to  what  limitations,  that 
state  of  Palestine  should  come  into 
being  was  left  to  be  settled.  But  that  it 
should  come  was  not  in  doubt  Any 
other  reading  of  Oslo  is  perverse. 

But  Netanyahu  was  and  is  perverse. 
The  question  now  is  whether  the  United 
States,  the  only  country  on  earth  of 
which  Israel  takes  any  real  notice,  can 
do  anything  about  it  When  Madeleine 
Albright  arrives  in  the  Middle  East  this 
week  America’s  Arab  friends  and  allies 
will  tell  her,  again,  that  the  situation  is 
desperate.  The  Netanyahu  government. 


which  after  last  week's  Jerusalem  bomb 
suspended  further  handovers  of  terri- 
tory-to  the  Palestinians,  will  tell  her, 
again,  that  it  will  make  no  move  and 
resume  no  talks  until  Yasser  Arafat 
suppresses  the  bombers.  Arafat  will  tell 
her,  again,  that  the  Israelis  must  be 
made  to  give  what  they  seemed  to  have 
promised  they  would  give.  A month  ago 
the  Americans  were  cobbling  together  a 
sort  of  new  start,  with  Israel  restricting 
settlement  activity  and  the  Palestinians 
making  new  efforts  in  security.  There 
was  also  the  possibility  that  the  United 
States  would  put  its  weight  behind  a 
swift  movement  to  final  negotiations, 
not  so  much  to  back  Netanyahu,  who 
also  had  wanted  this,  as  to  escape  from 
the  gradualism  which  had  been  sup- 
posed to  create  trust  but  was  instead 
creating  its  opposite. 

Then  came  the  first  Jerusalem  bomb, 
and  last  week  we  got  the  second.  If 
there  is  any  certainty  in  the  Middle 
East,  unhappily,  it  is  that  “ more  bombs 
are  en  route’1  as  Netanyahu  himself  has 
said.  Mrs  Albright  will  tell  Arafat  It  is 
his  responsibility  to  prevent  those 
bombs,  but  if  this  is  not  balanced  by  a 
far  tougher  approach  to  the  Netanyahu 
government,  her  intervention  is  likely 
to  make  things  worse.  Such  an  ap- 
proach cannot  confine  itself  to  settle- 
ments but  ought  to  include  what  has 
never  before  been  made  explicit  — a 
declaration  that  America  considers  that 
peace  is  not  attainable  without  a Pales- 
tinian state.  Then,  and  only  then,  might 
it  he  effective  to  go  on  to  final  negotia- 
tions. Such  an  approach  may  not  be 
likely,  and  even  if  it  were,  dragging  a 
kicking  and  screaming  Netanyahu 
along  would  be  a hard  thing  to  do.  But 
the  alternative,  at  best,  is  another 
round  of  insincere  negotiations  that 
will  stumble  along  until  they  are  aban- 
doned after  another  bulldozer  clears  a 
new  settlement  site  or,  worse,  after 
another  bomb  clears  a Jerusalem  street 


Brothers  under  the  skin 

Despite  the  spats,  Blair  and  the  TUC  retain  a common  goal 


IF  BEER  and  sandwiches  are  on  the 
menu,  they  will  be  of  the  avocado  and 
rocket  variety.  So  imagines  a rather 
smart  cartoon  in  this  week’s  Tribune, 
depicting  Tony  Blair  at  table  with  the 
bosses  of  the  trade  union  movement 
There  he  is,  all  teeth  and  smiles,  offering 
a plate  of  nibbles  to  the  barons,  who  are 
forced  to  drink  Mexican  beer  — with  a 
slice  of  lime  on  top.  It’s  an  obvious  joke, 
playing  off  the  inevitable  tension  be- 
tween the  flat-cap  stereotype  of  the 
unions  and  the  sun  dried  shine  of  New 
Labour.  Today,  the  cartoon  will  be 
replaced  by  some  real-life  photographs, 
as  Mr  Blair  heads  to  Brighton  to  become 
the  first  prime  minister  in  nearly  two 
decades  to  address  the  Trades  Union 
Congress  at  their  annual  conference. 

This  could  be  the  moment  to  stub  out 
the  joke  by  resolving  some  of  that 
Labour-union  tension.  The  PM  could 
show  that  the  conventional  wisdom  — 
which  holds  that  the  unions  have  had 
their  day  and  are  unwanted  gate- 
crashers at  the  New  Labour  party  — is 
tired  and  increasingly  wide  of  the  mark. 
He  could  show  that  the  relationship  still 
matters  — albeit  in  a changed  form. 

For  their  part,  the  delegates  should 
welcome  their  guest  warmly.  Not  only 
has  Tony  Blair  pulled  off  what  they  aft 
dreamed  of  — a landslide  election  vic- 
tory — but  he  has  also  delivered  a 
couple  of  useful  items  straightaway.  Re- 
establishing union  rights  at  GCHQ  was 
an  important  symbol,  as  will  be  the 
formal  adoption  of  the  European  Social 
Chapter.  A minimum  wage  will  come 


soon,  although  applause  will  have  to 
wait  till  workers  know  how  much  it’s 
worth.  And  today,  we’re  told,  Mr  Blair 
will  announce  another  important 
change  — the  so-called  “right  of  recogni- 
tion," obliging  employers  to  recognise  a 
union  when  it  is  backed  by  a majority  of 
their  workers. 

Mr  Blair  has  much  to  be  grateful  for, 
too.  Trade  union  coffers  kept  Labour  on 
life  support  in  its  darkest  years.  Busi- 
ness leaders  may  be  Blair’s  favourite 
courtiers  now,  but  not  long  ago  they 
were  funding  the  Tories.  The  unions 
should  also  be  acknowledged  for  stick- 
ing with  Mr  Blair  and  his  predecessors 
through  toe  long  process  of  change  that 
birtbed  New  Labour.  They  helped  Neil 
Kinnock  take  on  the  fer  left  and  then 
voted  for  the  party  reforms  that  made 
victory  on  May  1 possible  They  are  not 
enemies  of  the  project 

But  any  badk-^apping  in  Brighton 
should  only  create  the  climate  for  a hard- 
headed  conversation  about  how  the 
relationship  can  now  evolve.  The  PM 
should  stick  with  his  vision  of  Labour  as 
a tolly  one-meanber-one-vote  organisa- 
tion, replacing  the  current  50  per  cent 
block  reserved  for  the  unions.  One  union 
leader,  Ken  Jackson,  of  the  Amalgam- 
ated Engineering  and  Electrical  Union, 
has  already  said  he  would  support  such 
a move.  This  will  establish  a new  dy- 
namic, which  cares  less  about  the  influ- 
ence of  a few  union  barons,  and  more 
about  the  interests  of  workers  them- 
selves. For  both  Labour  and  the  unions 
nothing  should  matter  as  much. 


New  Labour’s  New  Britain 

But  make  sure  of  the  new  brand’s  truth 


ARNOLD  WEINSTOCK,  alas,  no  longer 
rules.  He  was  the  last  of  the  don’t-judge- 
a-book-by-its-cover  bosses,  refusing  to 
allow  GEC,  Britain’s  biggest  industrial 
group,  to  have  a marketing  director  or 
worry  about  its  "image”.  He  had  the 
self-confidence  to  let  his  products  be 
judged  by  their  quality,  not  their  brand 
packaging.  Alas,  we  live  in  an  even 
more  competitive  commercial  world 
where  the  marketing  managai-  nan  be  as 
important  as  the  people  who  produce 
the  products.  And  now  they  are  feeing 
their  ultimate  challenge:  developing  a 
new  brand  image  for  Britain. 

Demos,  the  think  tank,  has  produced 
a new  report  which  some  may  believe 
tofts  into  an  old  trap:  running  down  Old 
Blighty.  It  sets  out  some  startling 
images  of  Britain  which  is  still 
regarded  by  many  overseas  as  strike- 
prone,  backward-looking  and  un- 
friendly. These  images  were  drawn 
from  surveys  of  foreign  companies. 


They  deserve  to  be  taken  seriously,  not 
least  because  they  veer  so  tor  from  the 
truth.  Dixon’s,  the  British  electronic 
chain,  may  have  selected  a Japanese 
name  for  their  own  brand  products  but 
there  are  plenty  of  British  achieve- 
ments to  trumpet:  our  inventions 
(which  the  Japanese  concede  account 
for  70  per  cent  of  the  most  significant), 
our  retailing  skills  (eight  out  of  10  of 
Europe’s  top  io  most  profitable 
retailers),  the  City’s  currency  market 
which  is  twice  as  large  as  New  York 
and  Tokyo  combined.  Demos,  whose 
director  Geoff  Mulgan  now  works  in  the 
Prime  Minister’s  policy  unit,  wants  the 
Government  to  rebrand  Britain.  This  is 
in  tune  with  Tony  Blair’s  declared  goal 
of  making  Britain  “a  young  country 
again”.  What  better  brand-master  could 
there  be  than  a Prime  Minister  who  re- 
invented his  party?  But  don't  forget 
Arnold  Weinstock:  more  important 
than  the  brand  is  the  product’s  quality. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Your  memorials 
to  the  princess 

‘THE  politicians  stopped 
I bickering  for  a whole 
week.  Shop  workers  had  an 

unexpected  Saturday  morn- 
ing off.  Thousands  obeyed 
government  Instructions  to 
leave  their  cars  behind,  got  to 
the  middle  of  London 
smoothly  and  easQy  by  public 
transport  and  were  rewarded 
by  possibly  the  cleanest  air 
and  sharpest  light  there  for 

years.  Millions  stepped  off  the 
trashy  treadmill  of  a 1997 

weekend  for  an  hour  or  two  to 
take  part  in  a shared  obser- 
vance of  something  special 
and  significant 
Instead  of  asking  whether 
anyone’s  death  by  drunken 
speeding  really  warranted 
such  a palaver,  maybe  we 
should  be  wondering  why  we 
can't  live  a bit  more  like  this 
the  rest  of  the  time? 

Roger  Levett 
10  Vincent  Terrace, 

London  Nl  8HJ. 

CTREE  from  noise  and  pohu- 

1 tion,  speed  and  danger, 
our  capital  seemed  to  be  a dig- 
nified yet  lively  city  worth 
spending  time  in,  rather  than 
a smoky  den  from  which  to 
escape  as  fast  as  possible  on  a 
sunny  Saturday.  Jerusalem, 
at  Yom  Kippur,  with  traffic  at 
a standstill,  is  the  same. 
Might  it  be  a fitting  memorial 
to  Diana  to  close  these  same 
roads  on  the  last  Saturday  of 
August  every  year? 

Juliet  Solomon. 

2 Elms  Avenue, 

London  N102JP. 

A COMMEMORATIVE  gar- 

rAden  in  the  south-west  cor- 
ner of  Kensington  Gardens 
would  celebrate  the  unique 
compassionate  identity  as  a 
positive  force  for  good  that 
the  Princess  of  Wales  created 
for  herself  and  for  the  nation. 
A plan  could  be  drawn  up 
which  might  combine  several 
smaller  gardens,  inspired  by 
gardens  from  all  over  the 
world,  to  be  representative  of 
the  breadth  of  her  interna- 
tional appeal  and  standing. 
Cuttings  from  this  royal  gar- 
den could  even  encourage  the 
laying  out  of  other  commemo- 
rative gardens  in  cities, 
towns  and  villages. 

John  Somerville-Large. 

32-36  Great  Portland  Street 
London  WIN  SAD . 

SUGGEST  that  all  the  flow- 
ers are  composted  and  used 
to  nourish  commemorative 
trees  planted  In  the  nation’s 
parks  and  in  the  countryside. 
Many  could  be  planted  to 
replace  trees  still  missing 
after  the  Great  Storm  of  1987. 
London  should  certainly  have 
an  avenue  of  trees,  perhaps 
near  Kensington  Palace  — all 
helped  to  flourish  by  those 
thousands  of  floral  tributes. 
Warren  Davis. 

6 Strathblaine  Road, 

London  SWli  URJ. 

SUGGEST  it  would  be  a fit- 
ting tribute  to  designate  one 
day  in  the  year  when  there 
would  be  an  expectation  and 
encouragement  for  people  to 
introduce  themselves  to  a 
neighbour  with  whom  they 
have  yet  to  hold  even  the  brie- 
fest conversation. 

A Dutton. 

Belvolx  Close, 

Bdfest 

WOULD  it  sot  seem  in 
spirit  if  the  florists  do- 
nated perhaps  £2  per  bunch  of 
flowers  to  the  princess’s 
favourite  charities? 

Ian  M Mitchie. 

7 RenevDle  Court, 
RenevDleRoad, 

Moorgate.  Rotherham 
South  Yorkshire  Sffl  2AN. 

I ENTIRELY  agree  that  Di- 
ana, Princess  of  Wales,  was 
hounded  to  her  death  by  the 
media.  As  a mark  of  respect,  I 
therefore  suggest  that  not  a 
single  word  about  her  is  ever 
broadcast  or  printed  agaiu. 
Panl  CourtLna. 

Flat  3, 

155  Upper  Parliament  Street 
Liverpool  L8  7LD. 


The  kids  are  alright 


YOUR  leader  (Aiming  at 
the  vulnerable  targets, 

August  28)  assumes  that 
advertising  to  children  is  in- 
sidious manipulative  and 
that  any  organisation  setting 
up  a division  for  marketing  to 
children  is  taking  a step  in 
the  wrong  direction. 

It  ignores  the  rigorous 
restrictions  that  apply  to  all 
advertising  directed  at  chil- 
dren: it  chooses  not  to  try  to 
understand  children's  in- 
volvement with  the  media 
and  the  very  important  differ- 
ences between  their  advertis- 
ing awareness  and  conse- 
quent behaviour  — they  are 
assumed  to  be  only  passive 
and  vulnerable. 

The  ability  of  children  to 
understand  commercial  in- 
tention is  well-established. 
They  are  a discerning  and  de- 
manding audience  with  a 
viewing  pattern  that  extends 


well  beyond  children’s  pro- 
gramming; they  are  neither  to 
be  patronised  nor  taken  for 
granted.  Advertiser  responsi- 
bility needs  to  be  exercised 
and  regulatory  bodies  exist  to 
ensure  that  this  is  done;  this 
they  do  very  effectively. 

Most  importantly,  you  fitfl 
to  acknowledge  that  kids,  and 
their  teeth,  have  never  been 
healthier.  Obesity  Is  a prob- 
lem but  calorific  intake  is 
down. 

Andrew  Brown. 
Director-General, 

The  Advertising  Association. 
15  Wilton  Road, 

London  SW1V1NJ. 


LARRY  Elliot's  article  de- 
crying a ban  on  alcopops 
among  young  people  (Big 
Brother  knows  best,  August 
29)  joins  a fashionable  clam- 
our by  arguing  that  the  new 
government  “meddles  too 
much  in  our  lives".  Yet  sur- 
veys show  conslderabte.pubUc 
support  for  this  more  inter- 
ventionist approach. 

The  Government  has  taken 
particularly  unfair  media  flak 
fix-  its  decision  to  “meddle" 
with  the  tobacco  Industry.  A 
preventative  approach  to 
tobacco-related  disease  has 
strong  public  support,  Includ- 
ing among  smokers.  How- 
ever, preventative  measures 
will  require  intervention  in 
what  is  regarded  as  normal 
life,  simply  because  they  deal 
with  threats  to  those  who  are 
not  yet  sick 
Clive  Bates. 

Director,  Action  on  Smoking 
and  Health. 

16  Fitzhardlnge  Street, 

London  W1H  9PL. 

FOR  Larry  Effiatt  to  tell  us 
that  “teenagers  drink  and 
throw  up,  experiment  with 
cigarettes  and  drugs,  question 
the  authority  of  school  and 
parents,  and  are  unreason- 
able and  objectionable”  with- 
out telling  us  what  percentage 
of  teenagers  he  refers  to,  is  an 
insult  to  the  many  lovely 
young  people  I see  around  rue. 
Gaston  Eve. 

2 Stanhoe  Road, 

Docking,  King’s  Lynn, 

Norfolk  PE31 8PA. 


AMONG  Larry  Elliott’s  list 
of  structural  challenges 
the  Government  needs  to 
make  should  be  added  trans- 
parency of  Information.  It  is 
Important  that  the  members 
of  a society  know  not  only, 
wbat  is  happening  to  than 
but  why.  . 

It  Is  disconcerting  to  say 
the  least,  to  note  the  outrage 
displayed  by  government 
ministers  when  it  is  alleged 
that  MIG  holds  information 
on  them  and  their  reticence 
when  it  comes  to  implement- 
ing the  Freedom  of  Informa- 
tion Act  that  was  promised. 
Leon  Krextzman- 
Managlng  Director, 

Maturity  Marketing  Ltd. 

85  Rodenhurat  Road, 

London  SW4  8AF. 

I DON'T  know  why  Larry  El- 
liott thinks  that  making  bi- 
cycle bells  compulsory  Is 
such  a daft  idea.  When  I -was 
yodng  (ie  up  foal  least 1946) 
all  bikerf  had  befts,andwe  en- 
joyed ringing  them  as  we  sped 
through  traffic  and  round  cor- 
ners. Later  they  disappeared, 
and  now,  as  an  elderly  pedes- 
trian, I think  it  is  high  time 
they  were  brought  back 
Pat  Paget 
15Fairbolme  Road, 
Manchester  M20  4 WT. 


We  may  edit  letters:  shorter 
ones  are  more  likely  to  appear. 
Please  include  a full  postal 
address  on  all  letter.  We  regret  > 
we  cannot  acknowledge  those, 
not  used 


This  laughter 
isn’t  funny 

WE  recently  visited  a "new 
comedy”  dub  in  central 
London  and  were  "enter- 
tained", by  six  male  comedi- 
ans. We  found  ourselves  as- 
saulted by  a show  saturated 
with,  sexism  and  delivered 
through  "fenny"  attacks  on 
older  people  — "only  fit  for 
homes”  — and  disabled 
people,  wife  frequent  refer- 
ences to  “retards”.  Women 
were  referred  to  continually 
as  sexual  parts. 

On  the  same  day.  we  read 
your  article  about  Viz  maga- 
zine and  its  denigration  of 
women  (Wbo  are  you  calling  a 
slag?,  G2.  August  28). 

It  seems  that  a reassertion 
of  old  values  is  going  on  — of 
the  “right”  to  demean  and 
denigrate  groups  that  are  not 
.part  of  our  society's  power  hi- 
erarchy. it  is  once  again  fash- 
ionable to  belittle  women,  to 
ridicule  disabled  people,  to 
stereotype  and  laugh  at  older 

P0Op[0_  • 

What  has' happened?  Was  It 
18  years  of  Tory  individual- 
ism? Was  tt  the  drip-drip  of 
the  belittling  of  political  cor- 
rectness? Was  it  the  pound 
signs  for  the  “new”  comedians 
if  only  they  compromised  a lit- 
tle? Or  is  it  a violent  reaction 
by  the  lads  when  their  power 
is  threatened  and  when  busi- 
ness has  shown  the  profits  to 
be  made  from  this  stuff? 
Maureen  Hirsch. 

Jeannie  Holmes. 

119  Greenwood  Court, 

Upper  Holly  Walk 
Leamington  CV32  4JY. 


A small  chorus  drowns  Mr  Scruton’s  march  to  the  music  of  time 


piOGER  Scruton  (Pop  goes 
licivilisation,  G2,  Septem- 
ber 5)  accurately, describes  the 
emptiness  of  much  popular 
music,  but  his  diagnosis  its 
wrong.  The  decline  of  popular 
music  is  related  to  its  growth 
as  a mass  commodity  and  the 
disappearance  of  the  condi- 
tions that  nurtured,  a Cole  Por- 
ter or  a Duke  Ellington. 

When  the  only  things  worth 
pYi  using  are  fee  highest  poss- 
ible sales  for  the  biggest  profit 
in  the  shortest  time;  when 
taped  music  is  poured  at  you 
In  every  shop,  restaurant  and 
hotel;  when  television  cannot 
show  even  sports  highlights 
without  a noisy  rock  sound- 
track — Is  it  any  wonder  that 
the  coinage  is  debased? 

In  the  1940s,  Duke  Ellington 
and  Hilly  Strayhorn  wrote  the 
richest,  most  sophisticated  or- 
chestral dance  music  of  that 
time.  Louis  Jordan  made  re- 
cords that  were  witty  and  mu- 
sical. There  are  no  African- 
American  artists  of 
comparable  stature  today.  Nor 
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is  there  the  sort  of  charitable 
or  public  assistance  to  help 
poor  kids  — Benny  Good- 
man’s family  were  much 
poorer  than  Ellington’s  — 
learn  to  play  instruments. 

The  Broadway  and  Holly- 
wood musicals,  which,  pro- 
vided the  outlets  for  the  great 
songwriters,  and  the  dance 
bands,  which  were'  training 
grounds  for  the  great  popular 
singers,  have  also  gone. 

Ken  MacIntyre. 

28  Shepherds  Lane, 

Guildford  GTJ2  K5L. 


IN  your  report  (Anti-hunting 
bill  “retains  support”, 
September  8)  you  state  inoar- 
rectly  that  I have  said  Mike 
Foster's  anti-hunting  bill  “was 
not  a priority  for  the  Govern- 
ment”. In  feet  I merely  res- 
ponded to  a journalist's  ques- 
tion in  July  that  the  bill  would 
be  considered  In  the  private 
members’  — rather  than  gov- 
eminent  — business  time  in 
the  Commons.  I did  not  add 
any  comment  on  the  merits  of 
the  bill  as  it  would  not  be  my 
place  to  do  so.  Public  support 
for  it  is  dear  for  all  to  see. 
Peter  Mandelsoo. 

Minister  without  Portfolio. 
Cabinet  Office, 

70  Whitehall, 

London  SW1A2AS. 

VHANK  goodness  it  is  all 
I over  and  things  can  return 
to  normal.  2 find  it  suspicious 
when  the  whole  village  of  Am- 
bridge  becomes  Involved  In 
Linda’s  production  of  The 
Dream.  Perhaps  they  are  not 
country  folk  at  all,  but  a 
bunch  of  frustrated,  actors. 
John  Smarting. 

The  Little  Cottage, 

Upper  Oddington, 
dOS  GL56QXB. 
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An  IQ  test 

YOUR  report  on  the  death 
of  Wans  Eysenck  is  mis- 
leading (Death  at  81  of  advo- 
cate of  low  IQ  in  blacks. 
September  6).  He  did  not 
merely  refuse  to  join  the  SS; 
he  was  the  only  pigril  in  his 
school  who  refused  to  join  die 
Hitler  Youth,  and  only  coped 
in  this  situation  on  account  of 
his  physical  strength.  After 
being  forced  into  exile,  he  was 
not  rejected  foam  studying 
physics,  but  merely  had  not 
taken  the  required  exams. 

It  is  scandalous  that  a man 
of  such  integrity  and  antirac- 
ist credentials  was  subse- 
slandered  as  a racist/ 
by  bigots  of  a politi- 
cally-correct  persuasion.  He 
merely  stated  the  foots  that 
others  lied  about 
Martin  James. 

9 Augusta  Road, 

Birmingham  BiS  8AJ. 

HANS  Eysenck  did  not  in- 
troduce tiie  introvert-ex- 
trovert classifications  of  per- 
sonality. jung  did,  in  1321, 
whan.  Eysenck  was  six  years 
old. 

Beata  Bishop. 

27  Waldeck  Rend, 

London  W4  3NL. 
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ACCORDING  to  Roger  Scru- 
/Aton,  “Debussy  bequeathed 
hifi  to  jazz,  ami  Jazz 

its  rhythms  to  Igor  Stravin- 
sky”-This  is  tosh.  Jazz  harmo- 
nies came  from  the  blues  and 
from  popular  sang,  not  De- 
bussy. He  wasn't  even  heard 
by  jazz  musicians  until  Char- 
lie Parker  famnmdy  became 
interested  — and  tfiwi  long 
after  his  style  had  matured. 

Stravinsky’s  earlier,  rhyth- 
mically inspired  works  were 
all  composed  before  1914.  a 
time  when  very  few  outside 
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New  Orleans  bad  heard  any 
jazz  at  aJL  By  the  time  he 
could  have  heard  jazz,  in  the 
1920s.  he  had  returned  to  Bach 
for  inspiration. 

(Dr)  RF  Carter. 

28  Stanbridge  Road. 

London  SW15 1DX. 

ROGEIR  Scruton  misses  the 
point  of  modern  music  by 
considering  all  music  as  a 
purely  intellectual  pursuit, 
like  chess  or  electrical  engi- 
neering. It  is  true  that  Mo- 
zart’s music  can  be  appreci- 
ated for  the  complexity  of  its 
harmonies  and  the  mathemat- 
ical precision  of  its  move- 
ments. But  If  a composer  with- 
out Mozart’s  extraordinary 
talent  for  emotional  expres- 
sion were  to  try  to  make  some- 
thing out  of  those  same  ele- 
ments, he  or  she  could  create 
only  a dull,  academic  soulless 
thing  — rather  like  most  or- 
chestral music  of  this  century. 
David  Apen. 
io  Perseverance  Place. 

London  SW9  SEN. 


SOMERSET:  You  have  to  look 
carefully  at  the  pitted  tarmac 
to  make  out  the  fragments  of 
concrete  and  atone  that  mark 
where  the  station  building 
used  to  be.  It  was  a handsome, 
even  gracious,  stone  struc- 
ture. Now  there  are  just  two 
mean  little  bus  shelters.  The 
footbridge  necessarily  sur- 
vives; eight  up-trains  and 
eight  down-trains  still  stop 
here  every  day,  though  a sur- 
prising number  of  townspeo- 
ple do  not  know  that  they  can 
easily  take  a rail  trip  to  Wey- 
mouth, or  go  in  the  other 
direction,  via  Westhury,  to 
Bath,  Bristol  or  London. 

The  Friends  of  Bruton 
Station,  20  volunteers,  have 
revived  memories  of  the 
times  before  the  1968  demoli- 
tion, when  Xna  Parsons,  the 
booking  clerk  foced  a bright, 
open  fire  across  the  waiting 
room  and  exchanged  a rich 
stock  of  local  information 
with  customers.  And  when 
Em  Baker,  the  porter  (in  but- 
toned serge  waistcoat)  was 
said  to  owe  the  permanent  tilt 
of  his  head  to  all  those  years 
spent  listening  for  the  down- 
train  to  round  Sheephouse 

1, 


bend.  But  the  “friends’ 
though  conservationists,  ai 
not  motivated  by  nostalgia 
They  aim  to  help  revitalis 
the  station  as  a practice 
asset,  and  the  railway  con 
pany,  South  Wales  and  We 
Trains,  is  spending  both  cas 
and  man-hours  on  a joii 
effort  with  them,  supplyln 
materials  for  repair  and  r< 
ferbifihmeat.  and  arrangin 
for. two  of  their  employee 
whose  efforts  are  normal] 
spread  across  a great  man 
other  scattered,  rurs 
stations,  to  join  the  lots 
work  parties  on  their  sch« 
uled  days. 

The  enterprise  reflects  a 
initiative  taken  by  distrii 
and  county  councils  to  reviv 
railway  use  as  a contribute 
to  the  -local  economy.  Th 
“friends"  have  cut  down  ovei 
grown  vegetation,  trlmme 
hedges,  established  troughs  < 
shrubs,  and  planted  foxglovi 
nigeHa  and  hollyhocks.  Bv 
they  have  also  circulated  u] 
to-date  timetables  in  th 
town,  and  already  mor 
people  are  finding  their  wa 
up  the  hQl  to  the  station, 

JOHN  VAJJJN, 
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COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 


Norman 

1AM  distressed  to  note 
tliat.  In  what  was  other- 
wise  a brilliantly  adroit 

w.eek  &r  the  Prime  Minls- 
ter,  MsreadineEronj 


Unions  are  in  uneasy 

Blair 


Abbey  has  been  criticised. 
Some  commentators  even 
accuse  Mr  Tony  Blair  of 
^bmitneitnp,  and  given 
tne  dramatic  oanses 

Cwhen  I was  a child” 

one,  two,  three ...  “I 
JPalte”  — one,  two,  three, 
tonr . . . “as  a cftttf";  per^ 
naps  they  have  a point  So 
the  Diary  has  contacted  sev- 

erai  drama  coaches  for  their 
thoughts.  Roy  Leighton, 
head  of  training  at  the 
drama  school  LAMB  A,  ex- 
plains the  problem  as  Mr 
Blair’s  ‘•sincerity  flghfir™ 
with  his  technique’’,  while 
Janet  Nelson  of  method-actr 
tog  school  East  15  simply 
advises  him:  “You’ve  got  to 
tocl  it”  Indeed.  Central’s 
Elaine  White  agrees.  “Tony 
BImr  needs  to  work  on  his 
delivery — even  my  daugh- 
ter noticed  that  You  felt  he 

didn’t  fuHy  prepare  the 
sense  of  what  he  read.  He 
needs  to  work  on  tone  and 
pace.”  All  three  win  be  de- 
lighted to  help  Mr  Blair, 
news  that  is  treated  with  de- 
tachment by  Downing 
Street.  “No,”  says  a press 
officer.  “Now,  please  go  and 
find  some  other  story.” 

Catching  the 

national  mood  to  per- 
fection is  a news- 
agent to  Seacrofl,  Leeds. 

The  retailer,  whom  we  will 
hot  name.  Is  selling  T-shirts 
beating  the  message  “Ro- 
muald Rat  Is  innocent”. 

EANWHILK,  in 
north  London,  the 
Wembley  Observer 
Mrs  its  own  zenith  of  good 
taste  with  a double-page 
spread  entitled  “A  tribute 
to  the  People’s  Princess”. 
Many  local  businesses  ap- 
pend messages  to  Diana  be- 
neath their  names  and 
phone  numbers  (at  least, 
most  add  a message;  per- 
haps feeling  that  the  words 
“New  and  used  cars  sup- 
plied” are  sufficiently  poi- 
gnant  Alec  Jackson  Autos 
Ltd,  of  106  Pinner  Road, 
doesn’t  bother),  but  among 
the  contributors,  a solitary 
undertaker  creeps  in- His 
name,  eerQy  enough,  is 
Henry  PauL 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 
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HE  TUC  gets  together 
hi  an  ahnnfphpw  nmw 
of  its  ipnHai-«F  ha«  expe- 
rienced before.  Al- 
ready warmly  received  In 
Downing  Street,  they  in  tom 
are  waited  an  flite  week  by  15 
ministers.  Though  not  yet  eie- 
vafed  as  high  as  business  to 
the  hierarchy  of  gnwpmnwnt 
courtship,  they’re  climbing 
Steadily  on  to  MmmHtpqa  arvi 
consultative  bodies.  Brighton 
marks  a stage  in  the  TOC’s 
full  co-option  into  Mr  Blair’s 
project  This  is  a more  omi- 
nous, and  presently  more  in- 
teresting, phenomenon  than 
the  hackneyed  issue  of 
whether  or  not  the  unions  still 
own  the  Labour  Party. 

Understandably,  the  TOC 
enjoys  its  new  recognition. 
John  Monks,  the  general  sec- 
retary, Is  an  apostle  of  collabo- 
ration, who  rejoices  in  his 
success  as  a transformer  of 
relations  not  only  with 
Labour  but  with  business. 
He's  a pragmatist  a modern- 
iser and  a believer,  as  he  says, 
to  the  separate  redes  of  gov- 
ernment and  unions,  by 
which  he  means  forswearing 


the  confrontation,  offered  by 
uniepfl  against  government, 
that  fatally  damaged  Mr  WH- 
scd  and  Mr  Callaghan  20 
years  ago.  Unions,  he  vows, 
will  never  again  presume  to 
such  power,  and  the  smart 
brotherhood  of  the  baronage 

agrees  with  him.  . 

What  this  piety  overlooks, 
however,  is  the  possible  fal- 
sity of  its  premise.  What  may 
be  happening  is  not  the  sub- 
orning of  politics  by  labour 
bat  the  emasculation  of  trade 
unionists  by  ministers.  This 
fete  has  its  consolations  for 
union  leaders.  They  are  of- 
fered seats  at  the  table,  a voice 

on  committees,  a part  in  the 
great  consensoallst  project  of 
the  centre.  And  the  time 
seems  to  be  right  The  Zeit- 
geist beckons,  does  it  not?  Yet, 
from  a different  perspective, 
the  timing  may  be  less  right 
than  ft  seems.  Before  long,  the 
membership  may  see 

rWfewfnrty 

There’s  a general  and  a par- 
ticular reason  for  saying  so. 
Sooner  or  later,  the  great  cen- 
trist consensus  will  cd&nd  the 
unwritten  rules  of  democracy. 


When  every  estate  of  tire 
from  ew  monarchy, 
through  an  overloaded  Com- 
mons majority,  past  the  com- 
pliant liberal  TWmnwHn,  to 
business  and  foe  nwlta,  bows 
before  the  might  of  the  Labour 
Government,  fha  awiwnmio  of 

all  sentient  ltomnr*rxtc  should 

begin  to  agitate.  With  the  offi- 
cial parliamentary  opposition 
moving  only  between  the  risi- 
bte  and  the  contemptible,  gov- 


ernment is  free  to  do  exactly 
what  It  wants  without  any 
critique  to  which  it  is  forced 
to  pay  attention. 

The  TUC,  by  seeking  incor- 
poration in  this  enterprise,  is 
doing  what  both  Its  leaders 
and  Its  critics  have  long 
wanted.  It  is  becoming  tre- 
mendously responsible,  and 


has  got  something  in  return. 
Mr  Blair,  when  he  talks  to 
Brighton  today,  Js  set  to  de- 
liver his  faction  promise  on 

union  rampnWnn|  big 

TUC  objective.  The  EU  social 
chapter,  for  what  it’s  worth, 
wffl  be  written  torn  British 
life.  There  wffl  be  a minimum 
wage,  whose  level  the  unions 
will  at  least  be  invited  to  ar- 
gue about.  For  an  organisa- 
tion long  In  secular  dwUna, 
with  barely  half  the  members 
it  once  bad,  these  are  not  triv- 
ial ggtnc 

However,  Mr  Blair  has  not 
liquidated  the  contest  between 
capital  and  labour.  Though 
suppressed  for  many  years, 
the  conditions  are  arguably 
emerging  in  which  this 
struggle  will  be  resumed, 
under  pressure  from  members 
whose  appetites  the  leaders  no 
longer  represent  Who  will 
Speak  for  labour,  when  their 
rights  are  attacked  by  capital 
in.  ways  this  emerging  corpo- 
rate state  finds  itself  aiders- , 
tog  rather  than  resisting? 

I ask  not  as  a militant  but  a 
realist-  Last  wvwt'hJ  the  US 
supplied  a salutary  example. 
Workers  at  United  Parcel  Ser- 
vice (DPS)  went  on  strike  to 
defence  of  fan-time  jobs  and 


their  pension  scheme.  Hie 
company,  at  first,  took  them 
on,  supported  by  most  of  file 
across 


the  country.  But  its  resistance 
didn't  last  two  weeks.  An 
enormously  succresflfl  busi- 
ness, it  feared  for  its  competi- 
tive position  alter  a prolonged 
strike,  so  it  conceded  all  im- 
portant points,  giving 
nlsed  labour  its  first 
cant  triumph  for  15  yearaT 
There  are  parallels  between 
the  American  context  and  the 
British.  American  iminn*  are 
fighting  back  from  a position 
even  deeper  In  the  wilderness 
than  the  TUC  was  during  the 
Thatcher  years.  In  the  private 
sector,  ostiy  l hi  JO  workers 
belongs  to  a unkm.  They  have 
never  been  strong.  But  both 
rides  of  the  Atlantic  have  hri 
similar  experiences  of  the  gro- 
tesque Inequities  aflate-aoth- 
fwtfmy  capBaUm  in  both 
countries  if s apparent  that 
the'  conquest  of  inflation  was 
bought  largely  at  the  expense 
Of  labour,  IwtiyihiHij 


Who  will  speak  for 
labour,  when  their 
rights  are  attacked 
by  capital?  I ask 
not  as  a militant 
but  a realist 


that  some  company 
have  given  themselves  gains 
in  capital  ary!  Inmnw  far  out- 
stripping any  contribution 
they  make  to  their  enterprise- 
In  the  States,  this  gave  rise 
to  the  decisive  Influence  on 
the  UPS  strike  — the  support 
Its  workers  got  from  the  pub- 
lic. The  company  line  was 
seen,  in  some  fundamental 
sense,  to  be  grossly  unfair. 
Sooner  or  later,  the  same  per- 
ception, probably  in  a con- 
sumer rather  than  a producer 
industry,  is  waiting  to  mani- 
fest itself  in  Britain.  With  un- 


employment edging  down  to 
American  levels  (5-5  percent. 

as  411),  fabouris  bar- 

gaining power  against  the 
part-timery,  the  job  insecu- 
rity. the  punitive  attitude  to 
the  very  membership  of  a 
union,  that  have  character- 
feed  the  last  two  decades,  may 
begin  to  be  recovered. 

The  people,  in  other  words, 
cannot  be  relied  on  indefi- 
nitely to  support  the  centrist 
consensus  whose  tendency.  at 
the  interface  where  capital 
labour,  is  to  Ariel  a 
reasons  why  capital 
mure*  trhiwqih-  The 
of  globalisation,  and  toe  domi- 
nation of  short-term  competi- 
tiveness to  the  exclusion  of 
every  other  business  value, 
got  fajfn  an 

grip  on  the  British  mind.  Yet 
it  Is  bard  to  conjure  up  any 
Industrial  dispute  which  one 

rtYnjd  Imagtoft  ftw  pg 

Government  wishing,  to  fag 
recesses  of  Its  mind,  to  see  the 
workers  rather  than  the  etn- 
win.  Perhaps  that  Is 
nature  of  governments. 
One  doesn’t  recall  the  Wilson 
government  as  a paragon  of 
Industrial  even-handedness. 
Bat  it  Is  part  of  Blair’s  explicit 
ethos  to  be  committed  to  oily 

nwrg<n«l  HlahirK«nr>«  off 

present  order.  He’s  the  closest 
thing  there  has  ever  been  to 

Brlfiihitoii  Tjhwir  wipWalte 

The  TUCs  judgment,  far 
many  years  now.  has  been 
that  the  way  to  recover  its  po- 
sition is  tor  moving  in  the 
same  direction.  The  member- 
ship  haemorrhage.  It  believed, 
would  yield  to  only  one 
remedy:  the  re-positioning  of 
labour  as  business’s  ally,  ad- 
vancing its  own  class  Interests 
with  timidity.  That  was  good 
for  one  ere,  which  has  reached 
its  dimax  with  Blair’s  elec- 
tion: though  It  hasn’t,  inciden- 
tally, yet  done  much  for  mem- 
bership. But  the  temper  of  the 
Hmo«  i thinly  is  changing. 
Government’s  bonding  with 
business  will  soon  pre 
some  unions  with  a target  not 
an  ally.  Where,  then,  wffl 
stand  the  TUC? 


As  a lasting 
memorial, 
close  the  firm 


Mark  Steel 


rOU  can't  help  wonder- 
ing whether  it’s  en- 


Ewen  MacAskill  gives  a personal  account  of  his  conversion  to  devolution,  for 
reasons  not  confined  to  Scotland.  From  Friday,  the  UK  will  never  be  the  same  again  I lust  fly  a Da*at 


Y 

■ tirely  down  10  the  per- 
suasive powers  of  Tony  Blair 
that  the  royal  family  turned 
up  atalL 

First  he  tried  to  get  them  off 

the  hook  by  saying  that  the 
lack  of  official  royal  state- 
ments was  because  they  were 
tied  up  with  "complex  Amend 
arrangements”.  As  if  the 
Queen  was  too  busy  to  make 
an  announcement  because  she 
was  spreading  fish  paste  on 
the  sandwiches.  And  Prince 
Philip  was  having  to  Hash  out 
for  extra  chicken  legs  once  it 
turned  out  Pavarotti  was 
coming. 

But  he  still  had  a tricky  job. 
because  if  a family’s  driven 
someone  to  bulimia  and  at- 
tempted suicide,  and  then 
spent  years  working  night  and 
day  to  undermine  everything 
they  do  before  finally  pairing 
them  17  million  quid  to  get  out 
and  shut  up,  that's  bound  to 
have  a slight  bearing  on  their 
level  of  trauma  at  someone's 
passing. 

So  the  conversation  be- 
tween Blair  and  the  Queen 
must  have  resembled  an  infu- 
riated parent  talking  to  a 
stroppy  seven-year-old.  “Look, 
for  your  own  sake  will  you 


Yes  Yes,  let’s  fly  away 


Y old  firiend  Nigel 
Dempster  continues 
to  hone  his  almost 
preternaturalJnsttoctfbr 
the  big  angle  on  a story. 
“Style  note  for  David  Dlmb- 
leby  and  the  many  equally 
ignorant  commentators 
who  consistently  mlspro- 
noxmeed  the  Spencer  family 
home  as  ‘All-thorp’,” 
thunders  Mgel  in  the  Dally 
MaiL  “In  fact  it  is  * Altrap’, 
and  the  BBC  and  other 
stations  should  have  known 
better.”  How  very  true .... 
and  how  comforting  to  note 
Nigel  emerging  from  a diffi- 
cult week — one  in  which 
the  press-release  briefly 
lost  its  efficacy — in  such 
triumphant  form.  These  are 
tricky  times  for  the  doyen 
of  our  trade.  His  paper, 
Which  already  carries  a 
popular  second  daily  gossip 
column,  by  Peter  McKay,  Is 
about  to  be  joined  by  yet  an- 
other so-called  rival.  Boss 
Benson.  Media  experts 
agree,  however,  that  fears 
ofNlgel's  becoming  side- 
lined at  the  Mail  will  recede 
SO  long  as  he  displays  such 
intimate  knowledge  ofhow 
his  social  betters  prefer  to 
pronounce  their  estates. 

■■ROM  Basingstoke 
mm  Magistrates’ Court 
■ comes  news  that 
David  Distin  ofMaldenhead 
has  been  fined  £9,000,  plus 
£350 costs,  under  the  Envi- 
ronmental Protection  Act 
1990.  The  Environment 
Agency  reports  that  Mr  Dis- 
tin was  prosecuted  as  a di- 
rector of  a firm  which 
burned  three  classrooms  in 
a Berkshire  field — class- 
rooms the  council  was  pay- 
ingit  to  remove  and  safely 
dispose  of.  The  fire  took  two 
hours  to  extinguish.  It  is 
highly  unusual  for  an  of- 
fence committed  in  one 
county  to  be  tried  by  an- 
other. and  why  this  one  was 
held  in  Hampshire  Is  a mys- 
tery. One  possible  explana- 
tion is  the  feet  that  MrMs- 
ttu  is  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  East  Berkshire  Magis- 
trates’ Court  Circuit.  We 

wish  him  a long  and  happy 

reer  on  the  bench. 

N army  unit  in  Ger- 
many awaits  the 
^arrival  of  its  new  . 

comma wrfinff  officer  With 

embarrassment,  reports 
British  Forces  Broadcast- 
ing’s magazine  show  Coun- 
terpoint The  feelings  of  the 
new  CO,  a Captain  Richard 
Head,  are  not  revealed. 


O GODS  ami  pre- 
cious few  heroes, 
sings  Dick 
Gaughan,  con 
science  of  the 
Scottish  left.  The  song  is 
necessary  counter  to  fae  sac- 
charine nationalism  of  Mower 
Of  Scotland.  No  Gods  debunks 
the  Scotland  of  mythology,  of 
riorra  and  Jacobites.  hi«  mes- 
sage: be  wary  of  politicians 
who  point  to  the  supposed 
glories  of  the  past  and  to  the 
“tartan  messiahs”  promising 
“free  heavy-beer  and  pie  sup- 
pers in  the  sky”. 

Flower  Of  Scotland  and  No 
Gods  represent  two  of  the 
sides  in  the  Battle  for  Scotland 
waged  with  varying  degrees  of 
intensify  aver  this  cenfmy- 
The  tendency  is  to  portray  the 
battle  as  solely  between 
Labour,  the  Scottish  National 
Party  and  the  Liberal  Demo- 
crats an  the  side  of  devofrt- 
tinn,  amt  thA  Tories  against. 

That  is  the  present  battle-line. 

But  ftnortiiw  battle  hnc  been 
waged  down  the  decades,  and 
is  still  continuing.  On  one 
side,  the  Flower  Of  Scotland 
brigade,  made  up  of  the  Scot- 
tish National  Party  and  na- 
tionalists to  the  Labour  Party 
and  the  Liberal  Democrats, 
defining  themselves  in  terms 
of  a common  heri  tage.  On  the 
other,  traditional  Labour  and 
the  radical  Jeff,  wary  of  na- 
tionalism, stressing  interna- 
tionalism, arguing  that  social 
injustices  in  Scotland  and 
England  are  more  important 

than  wwfwitnrflnn  m the  dot- 
ted line  that  separates  them. 

Reporting  on  the  devolution 
debate  down  the  years,  I have 
found  myself  .swinging  be- 
tween the  two  camps.  At 

timm,  thp ' naHwnnliwt  ling  is 
emotionally  attractive,  the 
romantic  opium  of  shared  ac- 
cent and  identity,  the  love  of 
the  btae  Jerseys  of  the  Scottish 
football  team  (especially  when 
playing  against  England)  and 
the  Scottish  landscape. 

National  pride  is  a useful 
depository  for  all  those  feel- 
ings of  slight  by  Londoibfo- 
cused  BBC  presenters  and 


football  pundits  like  Jimmy 
HTTI-  But  more  often  than  not  1 
have  found  myself  in  the  other 
ramp,  seeing  nationalism  as 
ugly.  Irrational  and  out- 
moded. - • - 

. As  a.  student  In  Glasgow  to 
the  1970s,  against  a back- 
|-  ground  of  Industrial  closures, 
the  argument  for. a Scottish 


In  the  last  referendum  debate, 

Brian  Wilson,  now  a Scottish 


Office  minister  but  then  one  off 
the  leaders  of  the  No  cam- 
paign (which  is  privately 
where  his  sympathies  proba- 
bly stflUfeX  argued  there  was 
no  difference  between  a work- 
ing-class man  in  Glasgow  and 
one.  in  Newcastle.  That 
Gaughan  refrain:  “For  there’s 
no  Gods  and  there’s  precious 
few  heroes  but  there’s  plenty 

on  the  dote  in  the  Land  o' the 

Leak” 

I would,  have  voted  No  to 
297a  but  now,  with,  only  boors 
i-Jeft  ,to~  what  should  he  foe 
definitive  referendum,  I hope  . 

and  believe . the  result  this 
time- round  wffl  be  a conclu- 
sive yes,  qertainly  on  toe  key 

question  of  wbribec  to  «t  tip 
the  Scottish  perifament.  .To 
•my  own  survi  ve, -I  have  ac- 
knowledged that  1 wffl  Jbe . 
deeply;  disappointed1  if  the, 


Scots  were  - to  confound  the 
pall  and  vote  No. 

Why  the  change  from  1379? 
One  reason,  is  the  gradual 
realisation  that  you  do  not 

have  to  be  schizophrenic  to  be 

Scottish.  That  there  is  no  con- 
tradfction  between  shouting 
on  the  Scottish,  football  team 
to  beat  England  and  wanting  a 
government  that  , will  address 
the  social  inequalities'  that 
exist  on  the  huge  bousing  es- 
tates of  Glasgow,  Edinburgh 
and  Dundee  (or  Kirby,  Man- 
chester or  London).  That  to  be 

orrmflnnaTly  and  culturally 

tied  to  a place  does  not  have  to. 
malm  you  anti- anyone  else. 

There  is  near  consensus  in 
Scotland  now.  . You  can  see  it 
in  (he  ease,  .with -which  the 
political  leaders  parry  anee- 
Hnwe  foe  arguments  have 
been  thrashed  out  over  the 
last  two.  decades.  And  every- 
one, escort  Tory  supporters 
(and  even  same  of ' those), 
remembers  Thatcher,  the  big- 
driving  force  behind 


The  worst  outcome  an  Fri- 
day foaming  would  be  an  to- 
oaadnstve  one.  If  the  turnout 
was.  to  be  low,  -below: so  per 

<wit  of  the  electorate,  foe  le- 
gitimacy of  the  reftrendmn 
would  be  open  to  challenge. 


For  comparison,  in  the  Maas- 
tricht Treaty  votes,  the  turn- 
out tn  briand  was  57  per  cent, 
in  France  69  per  cent  and  in 
Denmark  82  per  cent  Above 
to  per  cent  the  Scottish  Secre- 
tary, Donald  Dewar,  can  relax 

below  60  per  cent  and  he  has  a 
problem.  . . 


J 


UST  as  destabilising 
a low  tom-oat 
would'be  for  Scots  to 
vote  Yes  to  creating 
a Scottish  parlia- 
ment but  No  on  the  second 
question,  denying  the  parlia- 
ment tax-raistog  powers.  I 
hope  the  Scots  vote  for  tax- 
raising powers.  A good 
enough  reason  would  be  to 
spite  the  Labour  leaders,  who 
last  year  inserted  foe  tax-rais- 
ing question  as  a tactic  to 
prevent  it  becoming  a general 
ejection  issue:  fear  of  foe 
Tories  in  England  landed 
Scots  with  an  unwanted  ques- 
tion in  Thursday's  referen- 
dum. Labour  is  asking  a lot  of 
foe  Scots,  asking  them  to  be 
saintly  and  vote  for  poten- 
tially more  taxation. 

If  the  Scots  were  to  vote  No 
on  .fin  second  question,  it 
would  be  the  first  serious 
rebuff  to  file  Labour  Govern- 
ment But  I doubt  if  Tony 


Blair  and  the  Chancellor.  Gor- 
don Brown,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet  would  pri- 
vately be  much  bothered  if  the 
parliament  had  no  tax-raising 
power.  That  would  be  a mis- 
take. The  Scottish  parliament 
would  start  life  inherently  un- 
stable, entirely  dependent  for 
its  revenue  from  Westminster, 
a built-in  reason  far  endless 
wh Ingoing.  The  Scottish 
National  Party  leader,  Ales 
Salmond,  who  will  end  the 
temporary  truce  with  Labour 
an  Friday  anyway,  would  im- 
mediately denounce  a Scottish 
parliament  without  tax-rais- 
ing powers  as  a .Mickey  Mouse 
one. 

Thera  Is  another  good  politi- 
cal reason  for  hoping  far  a 
conclusive  outcome.  Without 
a Scottish  parliament,  foe  fire 
dies  on  much  else  of  Labour’s 

constitutional-T  eform  pro- 
gramme. If  Scotland  were  to 
vote  No,  there  would  immedi- 
ately be  less  .pressure  an  the 
reluctant  Revolutionists  in 
Wales  to  vote  Yes.  There 
would  be  little  pressure  from 

the  North  of  England  for 

regional  government,  and  de- 
centralisation would  be 
stalled  far  a generation.  Set  up 
a Scottish  parliament  and  aQ 
the  old  certainties  of  West- 


minster are  open  to  challenge, 
and  an  atmosphere  is  created 
to  which  it  Is  easier  to  reform 
the  British  rnnstltnllnn  fo. 

dud  tog  the  Lords,  and  to 
review  the  monarchy. 

And  there  are  good  non- 
political  reasons  too  for  creat- 
ing a Scottish  parliament. 
Without  one,  Scots  risk  being 
stock  with  their  cringe,  defin- 
ing themselves  to  negative 
terms,  carping  about  English 
arrogance.  A Scottish  parila- 
ment  could  be  a focus  fin- 
creating  a positive  identity, 
with  Scottish  literature  and 
modern  Scottish  history 
taught  far  the  first  time  in 
schools. 


N A sketch  on  BBC  Scot- 
land at  the  weekend,  a 
ferocious  comic-cut  scot 
shown  sawing  a 
cardboard  map  of  the 
United  Kingdom  in  two, 
chanting  as  he  went  along: 
“Here  we  go,  here  we  go... 
Cheerio,  Cheerio."  After  Fri- 
day, this  will  be  the  central 
question:  will  devolution  lead 
to  independence?  In  many 
ways  it  will  no  longer  matter. 
Labour's  plans  for  a Scottish 
parliament,  even  without  the 
tax-raising  power,  will  create 
a powerful  body,  responsible 
for  every  part  of  life,  other 
than  defence,  foreign  affairs, 
overall  economic  policy  «nri 
aspects  of  social  policy.  Its 
remit  wffl  be  huge. 

From  Friday  onwards,  the 
United  Kingdom  (or  King- 
doms as  it  originally  was)  in 
its  old  farm  wffl  begin  to  dis- 
appear. From  2000,  when  a 
Scottish  parliament  is  estab- 
lished, Scotland's  semi-inde- 
pendence win  make  Scotland 
even  more  of  a different 
country  than  it  is  at  present  It 
is  not  much  of  a jump  from, 
there  to  Adi  independence. 
Friction  between  Westminster 
and  a Scottish  parliament  is 
inevitable  and  In  all  probabil- 
ity wffl  lead  to  independence. 
That  is  the  risk  Labour  took 
when  it  embarked  on  devolu- 
tion. Independence  could  fast 
become  something  that  Scots 
are  no  longer  afraid  of. 

I have  never  foraght  cf  my- 
self as  British,  always  Scot- 
tish. even  in  those  moments 
When  I thought  bow  antiring 
was  the  Idea  of  Britain  as  a 
component  to  a more  Inte- 
grated world.  Hami&h  Hender- 
son, a Scottish  folklorist  and 
author  of  lots  of  great  songs  — 
Including  (at  least  to  part)  No 
Gods  — wrote  Freedom  Come 
AIL  Ye,  now  sung  all  over 
Scotland,  though  not  catchy 
enough  to  compete  with 
Flower  Of  Scotland. 

But  where  Flower  Of  Scot- 
land is  nostalgic.  Freedom 
Come  AH  Ye  looks  to  the 
future,  and  celebrates  interna- 
tionalism, that  it  is  possible  to 
have  pride  to  a small  country 
and  yet  be  outward-looking,  tn 
remember  the  past  but 
remember  it  as  it  really  was. 


“Haven't  got  a flag." 

“Wen.  find  one." 

“Don't  know  where  to  look." 
“Thai  get  one  of  your  ser- 
vants to  make  one." 

“Tut  poo,  all  right  In  a 
minute." 

“Not  in  a minute.  NOW. 
And  another  thing,  you're 
coming  downeor(y  Friday  so  I 
can  keep  an  eye  on  you.” 
“Nuuuuur,  do  I have  to?*' 
The  fact  so  studiously  Ig- 
nored by  the  media  through- 
out the  week’s  grievathon,  but 
patently  clear  to  many  mil- 
lions. is  that  the  royal  family 
unequivocally  detested  her. 
Their  view  was  summed  up 
by  Lord  Soames.  one  of 
Charles’s  closest  friends,  and 
best  man  at  the  wedding,  who 
said  after  the  Panorama  Inter 
view  that  she  was  to  the  ad- 
vanced stages  of  paranoia  for 
suggesting  a royal  cover-up. 
This  was  the  upper-class 
equivalent  o£  “You’re  better 
off  without  'er,  my  son."  Al- 
though a cover-up  didn't  seem 
that  unlikely  seeing  as  they 
managed  to  cover  up  for  50 
years  that  Unde  was  a Nazi 
sympathiser. 

Apart  from  Blair,  their 
other  ally  has  been  the  BBC. 
The  news  bulletin  which  im- 
mediately followed  the 
Queen's  speech  showed  Anna 
Ford  saying  how  “warm  and 
relaxed”  the  Queen  had 


looked,  and  several  minutes  of 
Jennie  Bond  describing  how 
impressive  her  performance 
was.  Clearly  they  were  In- 
structed to  carry  an  like  this 
before  the  speech  had  even 
been  made.  Unless  they  were 
entrusted  to  Improvise  the 
news  depending  on  an  honest 
appraisal  of  bow  well  they 
thought  the  Queen  had  done, 
and  could  quite  possibly  have 
said:  "Blimey,  she  looked 
rough.  And  as  wooden  as  a 
tent  peg." 

“I  should  say  so  Anna.  I 
don’t  know  who  she  thinks 
she’s  going  to  fool  with  that 
display." 

To  be  fair,  the  royals 
haven't  been  the  only  hypo- 
crites. The  Dally  Telegraph, 
having  cheered  on  arts  of  war- 
fare from  the  Somme  to  the 
bombing  of  Baghdad's  civilian 
shelters,  has  launched,  in 
memory  of  Diana,  an  appeal 
for  the  victims  of  landmines. 

The  Sun  has  slobbered  as 
much  as  you  might  expect, 
although  one  of  the  causes 
most  closely  linked  to  Diana 
was  that  of  people  with  Aids, 
and  the  Sun's  contribution  to 
stopping  the  disease  whs  a 
front-page  headline:  "Straight 
sex  can  not  give  you  Aids". 

On  the  other  hand,  there's 
no  doubt  that  the  reason  so 
many  people  fell  no  emotional 
about  her  was  that,  to  them, 
she  embodied  a compassion 
which  society  is  unable  to  de- 
liver. The  extraordinary 
result  is  that  the  moss  mourn- 
ing of  a princess  hns  become 
an  anti-establishment  act. 

Once  the  applause  for  Earl 
Spencer  had  died  down,  this 
message  had  even  permeated 
as  (hr  as  the  royal  family,  so 
the  word  is  out  that  they're 
going  to  modernise.  But  they 
can  no  more  reform  to  adopt  a 
common  people's  touch  than 
Charles  I could  reform  to 
hand  over  power  to  Parlia- 
ment or  T^ar  Nicholas  H 
reform  to  take  Russia  out  of 
the  first  world  war. 

RINCE  Charles  could 
try  doing  a Diana  and 
start  walking  round 
third- world  hospitals,  but  he'd 
just  end  up  shuffling  from  foot 
to  foot  muttering:  "So  what's 
it  like  to  be  ill  then?  I suppose 
it  must  hurt.  Did  you  do  it 
playing  polo?  Oh  yes  I forgot, 
you’re  a leper,  you’d  probably 
have  difficulty  getting  on  the 
horse.  Well,  jolly  good  luck 
then." 

The  royal  family  are 
brought  up  from  the  moment 
they're  horn  to  believe  that 
their  blood  makes  them  supe- 
rior to  the  rest  of  us.  If  any  of 
them  even  starts  to  see  their 
subjects  as  equals  It  takes 
them  on  an  inevitable  route 
that  leads  out  of  the  royal 
family.  As  we’ve  seen. 

So  if  Tony  Blair  wants  to 
construct  a lasting  memorial 
to  Diana,  he  should  modernise 
them  properly  by  folding  the 
monarchy  altogether.  Then  he 
should  ban  production  of 
landmines  and  spend  the 
money  he's  saved  on  hospi- 
tals, Aids  research  and  stogie 
mothers.  And  colonic  irriga- 
tion on  the  NHS. 


of  Macmillan's  wind  of| 
change,  foe  opening  verse 
sears:  “But  there's  mair  nor  a 
rocb  wind  blawin  thro  the 
glen  o the  warid  foe 
day."  Someone  somewhere  in 
Scotland  will  be  singing  that 
in  the  early  hours  of  Friday. 


You  wouldn’t 
hold  the  Grand 
National  anywhere 
but  Aintree. 

For  top  thoroughbreds,  nmvhere's  quite 
Kke  Aintree.  And  for  front  runners  in  all  lines 
of  business,  nowhere  is  quite  like  the 
International  Convention  Centre,  Birmingham. 

Here's  a tip.  It's  the  modern  facilities, 
outstanding  quality  of  service,  value  for  monev 
and  ease  of  access  that  makes  the  ICC  the 
favourite  every  rime. 

So  for  your  next  conference,  meeting  or 
convention,  back  the  winner. 

Call  0121  200  2000  for  more 
details  today. 
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Thief  who  stole  a nation 


OBUTU  SESE 
SEKO,  who  has 
died  of  prostate 
cancer  aged  66, 
will  go  down  In 
history  as  one  of  the  most 
destructive  tyrants  of  the  Afri- 
can independence  era.  As 
President  of  Zaire  for  over 
three  decades  from  1965  until 
his  ignominious  fan  in  May, 
he  ruthlessly  weeded  out  op- 
ponents to  his  rule,  and  pur- 
sued wealth  smgje-mmdetfly. 

He  used  corruption  and 
repression  to  maintain  his 
hold  over  a country  that  was 
brought  so  far  to  its  knees  that 
it  scarcely  qualified  to  be  a 
state  at  a£L  When  he  left 
power  he  was  universally  ex- 
coriated as  Africa’s  greatest 
kleptocrat 

In  his  early  years  In  power, 
he  had  been  commended  tor 
ending  the  with  which 
the  Congo,  after  Independence 
from  Belgium  in  1960,  had  be- 
come synonymous  — one 
reason  the  name  was  changed 
to  Zaire.  His  own  name,  how- 
ever, soon  became  synony- 
mous with  self-enrichment. 
He  amassed  a personal  for- 
tune, ranked  in  bflUons  of  dol- 
lars, which  could  repay  his 
country’s  foreign  debt  several 
times  over.  The  conspicuous 
theft  at  the  top  percolated 
through  the  whole  system,  so 
that  both  the  economy  and  the 
fabric  of  the  state  were  eroded. 

By  the  1980s,  the  informal 
economy  was  three  times 
larger  than  the  official  (me.  By 
the  mid-1990s,  the  Zairean 
state  had  become  a shell,  with 
a worthless  currency,  a de- 
composed civil  service,  and  a 
president  apparently  indiffer- 
ent to  the  hollow  nature  of  his 
power  or  to  the  feet  that  he 
symbolised  grotesque  theft 

The  early  Mobutu  gave  few 
signs  of  what  he  would  be- 
come. He  was  bom  inLlsala.  a 
town  on  the  northernmost 
bend  of  the  Zaire  river,  and 
baptised  Joseph-Desirfi.  He 
spent  his  early  years  there, 
aithnngh  his  father's  village, 
Gbadolite,  is  the  place  on 
which  he  lavished  ftrnrifrig 

The  Intelligent  but  undisci- 
plined child  was  sent  at  the 
age  of  eight,  when  his  fathw 
died,  to  mission-school  in  Coq- 
mflhatvfllg-  After  he  threw  an 
inkwell  at  a teacher,  the 
priests  packed  him  off  as  a 
conscript  to  the  Force  Pubii- 
que,  the  Belgian  Congo’s  colo- 
nial army.  He  spent  a year  in 
training  school,  reaching  the 
rank  of  sergeant  and  was 
noted  as  an  “excellent  secre- 
tary. accounts  cleric,  typist”, 
but  he  wanted  to  be  a journal- 
ist and  started  writing  under 
the  pseudonym  of  Jo«6  de 
Banzy.  A Belgian  journalist 
working  in  the  Conga,  Pierre 
Davister,  took  him  as  protege, 
and  he  left  the  army  to  work 
as  a full-time  Journalist  In  the 
capital  Leopoldville  (later  Kin- 
shasa).  There  he  was  plunged 
Into  a highly  political  atmo- 
sphere, as  the  desire  for  inde- 
pendence was  growing. 

Mobutu  first  went  to 
Europe,  as  did  many  other 
Congolese,  for  the  Brussels 
Exhibition  of  1958,  returning 
next  year  on  a journalism 
course.  Be  was  in  Brussels 
during  the  round-table  confer- 
ence of  January  i960,  which 
prepared  tor  the  rushed  inde- 
pendence In  June  that  year. 
Mobutu  sought  to  be  in  the 
thick  of  events  and  was  a 
member  of  the  leftist  Patrice 
Lumumba’s  National  Congo- 
lese Movement  When  Lu- 
mumba became  prime  minis- 
ter, he  made  Mobutu 
secretary  for  defence,  allowing 
him  to  forge  links  with  west- 
ern intelligence  services 
which  later  served  him  welL 

Immediately  after  indepen- 
dence, all  hell  broke  loose, 
with  the  mutiny  of  the  Force 
Publique,  and  the  secession  of 
Katanga.  It  was  a time  of 
chaos  and  opportunity.  Mo- 
butu became  the  first  Congo- 
lese chief  of  staff  (number 
two)  of  the  new  national  army 
and  stepped  in  from  this  stra- 
tegic point  when  a political 
deadlock  arose  between  Prime 
Minister  Lumumba  and  Presi- 
dent Kasavubu,  On  Septem- 
ber 14,  he  staged  the  first  of 
Us  two  coups  d’etat  suspend- 
ing all  political  institutions 
and  assuming  power  to  rule 


with  a non-politfcal  enuagp  <*■ 
commissioners. 

Mobutu’s  coup  was  success- 
ltd  because  of  its  well-paid 
soldiers.  Financial  backing 
was  channelled  through 
Andrew  Cordier.  a senior 
United  States  offfefol  in  the 
United  Nations  secretariat, 
and  It  was  widely  believed 
that  the  funding  came  tram 
the  CIA-  Mobutu  was  cer- 
tainly dose  to  Lawrence  Dev- 
lin, the  CIA’s  Leopoldville 
statical  chief;  and  Mobutu, 
after  his  early  flirtation  with 
Lumumba,  was  keen  to  pres- 
ent himself  as  ananfi-commu- 
nist  In  1984,  wSflam  Colby 
then  boss  of  the  dA,  admitted 
that  Mobutu  had  been  "cho- 
sen” because  he  came  from 
toe  middle  ground  between 
Lumumba  — thought  by  the 
US  to  be  a communist  — and 
Moise  Tshombe,  who  had  ex- 
treme right-wing  backing. 

Mobutu  handed  back  power 
to  Kasavubu  in  February  1961 
but  by  then  Lumumba  had 
been  murdered.  Lumumba 
had  escaped  from  detention, 
and  when  he  was  recaptured 
it  was  Mobutu  and  a few  col- 
leagues who  decided  to  send 
the  deposed  premier  to  certain 

death  In  the  rebel  province  of 

Katanga.  Other  political  mur- 
ders were  later  laid  at  Mobu- 
tu’s door,  but  none  echoes  like 
that  of  Lumumba. 

For  the  Americans  it  was 
more  important  that  he  was 
hnirimg  the  line  against  com- 
munism in  Africa.  Even  when 
I he  gave  up  power  In  1961,  and 
an  elected  government  under 
Premier  Adoula  was  Installed, 
he  remained  the  card  in 
reserve,  as  head  of  an  army 
over  which  he  had  consoli- 
i dated  his  hold.  He  was  also  a 
nationalist,  strongly  against 
Katanga  secession:  this  was 
crushed  in  1963  with  the  back- 
ing of  the  Kennedy  adminis- 
tration, in  spite  of  counter- 
pressures  from  Europe  and 
South  Africa 

The  crisis  came  in  1964, 

Even  when  V 
economic  reform 
becamethe 
world’s  policy,  he 
earned  on  with 
business  as  usual, 
onlymoreofit 

with  the  success  of  the  Stan- 
leyville Simba  rebellion  in  the 
north  and  east  of  the  country. 
Mobutu  was  by  now  a general 
and  commander-in-chief;  but 
he  knew  his  army’s  limita- 
tions. and  he  found  himself 
accepting  the  European  mer- 
cenaries who  had  been  sup- 
porting Tshombe’s  secession. 
Much  is  made  by  Mobutu’s 
hagiographers  of  his  military 
campaigns  but,  although  the 
Congolese  army  had  come  a 
long  way  from  I960,  mo6t  com- 
mentators suggest  that  the 
mercenaries  were  crucial  In 
turning  the  tide. 

By  now  Tshombe  was  in 
power  at  the  centre,  helped 
there  by  Mobutu,  though  the 
ravages  of  the  rebellion  made 
the  west  realise  that  Tshombe 
was  not  the  answer.  He  was 
not  acceptable  to  Africa  nor  to 
his  domestic  opponents.  When 
political  manoeuvring  un- 
seated Tshombe  in  1965,  and 
new  instability  loomed,  Mo- 
butu stepped  in  again. 

On  November  24,  1965  he 
staged  a bloodless  coup,  and 
suspended  all  institutions.  Po- 
litical parties  were  banned, 
until  he  established  his  own 
Mbuvemeni  Populaire  de  la 
Revolution  (MPR).  which  be- 
came the  model  for  military- 
led  single-party  states  in  other 
African  countries. 

The  new  regime  was  ini- 
tially seat  as  radical.  It  na- 
tionalised the  Union  Mtoifire 
du  Haut-Katanga,  the  power- 
ful mining  conglomerate  be- 
hind Katanga  secession  in 
1968  and  rhnngnfl  plnrp  namflu 
(Congo  to  Zaire,  Katanga  to 
Shaba,  Leopoldville  to  Kin- 
shasa) to  provide  a cultural 
agenda  and  an  ideology  for  the 
regime  Any  initial  enthusi- 


Mobutn’s  image  looms  as  hugely  as  did  his  baleful  influence  above  the  crowd  at  Kinshasa  stadium.  abbas/magnum 


asm  for  "Mobufism”  was  soon 
destroyed  by  the  greed  of  the 
ruling  elite. 

Initially  the  corruption  and 
absurdities  of  the  Mobutu  per- 
sonality cult  did  not  worry  his 
western  backers.  But  gradu- 
ally as  Mobutu  grabbed  more 
of  the  country’s  wealth  the 
effects  were  felt  on  the  morale 
and  morals  of  Zaire.  By  the  i 
late  1970s,  the  international 
community  had  begun  to 
notice  the  iH-effects  of  a presi- 
dent who  consumed  half  his  . 
country’s  national  income.  j 

The  most  damning  indict- 1 
ment  camp  from  an  unlikely 
source,  an  austere  Interna- 
tional Monetary  Fund  official. 
Erwin  Bfapienthal,  whose  I 
report  caused  much  donor 
alarm.  The  earliest  to  go  cold  ! 
on  Mobutu  were  the  Ameri- 
cans. Attempts  by  the  liberal 
wing  of  the  CIA  to  have  Mo- 
butu removed  were  foiled  by 
French  president  Valery  Gls- 
card  D’Estaing  who  felt  Mo- 
butu was  still  someone  with 
whom  he  could  do  business. 

The  Belgians  were,  from  the 

start,  ambivalent  about  the 
monster  they  had  helped  to 
create.  But  Mobutu  had  the 
measure  of  his  former  coflonU 


masters,  and  became  one  of 
the  first  African  heads  of  state 
successfully  to  manipulate 
European  politicians.  Belgium 
was  always  a whipping  boy  if 
Mobutu  felt  he  needed  cheap 
popularity,  while  the  Belgians 
played  the  role  of  the  pomp- 
ous, irate  former  colonial 
power  perfectly:  they  had  al- 
ways had  a bad  conscience 
about  the  way  they  had  ruled 
and  left  the  Congo. 

Mobutu  also  knew  how  to 
use  the  cold  war  to  rally  (he 
west  to  his  side.  During  the 
Shaba  crises  of  1977  and  1978, 
the  French,  Belgians  and  US 
all  rallied  to  his  support  when 
Zaire  was  threatened  by  Inva- 
sion from  Marxist  Angola, 
headed  by  ex-Eatangese  gen- 
darmes. For  two  weeks  in 
1978,  Shaba  became  a pretext 
fur  a bizarre  episode  of  cold 
war  hysteria  — reds  were  tak- 
ing over  Africa  and  grabbing 
strategic  minerals  — which 
left  Mobutu  looking,  as  ever, 
indispensable. 

That  continued  until  May. 
However  healthy  the  prospect 
of  Zaire  without  Mobutu 
might  seem  to  Zaireans,  the 
idea  always  caused  panic  in 
western  chancdleries.  Even 


in  the  1980s,  when  economic 
reform  became  international 
policy,  he  made  taken  conces- 
sions but  carried  on  with  busi- 
ness as  usual,  only  more  of  it 
His  beloved  first  wife  died  In 
1977,  and  with  his  remarriage 
be  found  he  had  two  expensive 
families  to  support  doubling 
his  insatiable  needs. 

With  the  end  of  the  super-  j 
power  rivalries  in  1990.  and 
tiie  wave  of  democracy  which 
swept  Africa.  Mobutu  could 
no  longer  Ignore  multi-party  ! 
democracy,  as  he  bad  liirnp  1 
when  Jimmy  Carter  had  first ! 
suggested  it  to  him  1980.  The 
demands  and  ttv>  demonstra- 
tions which  led  to  his  bitter 
speech  in  1990  accepting  i 
multi-party  democracy  as  a 
necessary  evfl,  were  followed 
by  one  of  those  visceral  acts  of 
violence  which  punctuated  his 
regime:  the  brutal  massacre  of 
university  students  at  Lubum- 
bashi  by  government  troops. 

Mobutu  was  obliged  to  ac- 
cept a national  conference  and 
even,  for  a time,'  as  prime 
minister,  Etienne  Tshlsekedi, 
originally  one  of  Mobutu’s 
commissioners,  but  by  then 
the  one  opposition  leader  he 
had  been  unable  to  buy  off:  It 


seemed  as  if  the  great  dictator 
was  finally  to  be  defeated. 

Mobutu  rarely  visited  the 
capital,  dividing  his  time  be- 
tween his  luxury  cruiser  on 
the  river  and  his  gilded 
retreat  at  Gbadolite,  where 
farms,  chapels,  factories  and 
an  airstrip  were  built  around 
a palace  modelled  on  the  Bel- 
gian royal  residence  at  Lae- 
ken.  All  he  had  to  do  to 
remain  in  power  was  to  pay 
those  soldiers  who  still  car- 
ried arms.  He  was  even 
refused  a visa  to  France. 

Yet  by  the  mid-1990s,  as  de- 
mocracy faltered,  the  genocide 
In  Rwanda  and  the  influx  of 
refugees  into  Zaire  gave  Mo- 
butu the  opportunity  to  re- 
establish himself  with  the 
west  His  expertise  in  playing 
(me  power  off  against  another 
was  now  deployed  on  humani- 
tarian issues. 

But  In  September,  1996,  Mo- 
butu was  operated  on  for  pros- 
tate cancer  in  Switzerland; 
which  immediately  plunged 
the  country  into  .a  succession 
crisis,  even  though  he  recov- 
ered enough  to  return  to  Zaire 
in  December,  gaunt  and  frafl. 

A rebellion  broke  out  in 
eastern  Zaire  in  October, 


which  oeemfld  to  be  a spill- 
over from  the  Rwanda  cant 
dron,  as  Zairean  Tutsis  (Ban- 
yamulenge)  were  fighting  the 
refugee  remnants  of  the  Hutu 

army  wiiUHiM.  It  BOOH  Cfe- 

veloped  as  a home-grown  Zair- 
ean rebellion,  lad  by  1980s 
throwback  Laurent  Kabila, 
with  discreet  backing  from 
Rwanda  and  Uganda,  and,  to  a 

lesser  extent,  Burundi.  This 

made  steady  beadway  in  tent 
tory  the  east  Zaire  bor- 
der, and  the  demoralised,  loot- 
minded  Zaire  army  retreated 
in 

Mobutu  tried  to  recover  the 
situation  an  his  return  by 
rfmnging  the  array  top  brass, 
recruiting  mercenaries,  and 
buying  more  arms,  but  this 
was  npither  1964  or  1978.  His 
lntPTT%nKrtwa1  support  — with 
the  exception  of  perhaps 
France  and  Belgium — was  no 
longer  there.  After  another 
desperate  visit  to  his  French 
doctors,  be  went  home  in  Jan- 
uary to  his  Gbadolite  retreat, 
ever  nearer  the  rebellion’s 
front  Una.  The  brief  revival  of 
pro-Mobutu  spirit  in  the  capi- 
tal (he  created  the  problem,  let 
him  sort  it  out),  when  It 
looked  as  if  he  might  be  ahle 
to  turn  the  tables  on  the  rebel- 
lion, had  evaporated. 

As  Kabila  captured  first  Ki- 
sangani, then  Kasai  and 
Shaba,  giving  him  control  of 
eastern  Zaire,  and  crucially, 
tiie  country’s  mineral  wealth. 
Mobutu’s  attempts  to  cling  to 
power  looked  hopeless.  After 
another 'medical  visit  to 
France,  and  a flrtile  attempt  to 
deploy  Serbian  mercenaries, 
be  succumbed  to  pressure  — 
particularly  from  the  US  and. 
South  Africa  — and  agreed  to 
meet  Kabila  in  tiie  presence  of 
President  Mandela  on  the 
South  African  ship,  the  Outen- 
iqua,  aflfebore  from  the  Congo 
Republic.  Little  happened  but 
the  meeting  bad  all  the  trap- 
pings of  a symbolic  surrender. 

a slipping-away  of  power. 

While  those  like  US  Ambas- 


He  fled  by  night 
without  warning, 
first  removing  the 
bones  of  his 
mother  and  his  first 
wife  from  their 
mausoleum 


sador  Richardson  had  done 
their  best  to  tell  Mobutu  this 
bitter  truth,  his  entourage  and 
family  still  bolstered  him  with 
fantasies  that  he  could  some- 
how reverse  the  tide,  or  cling 
to  some  nominal  form  of 
power.  Hence  the  fanciftil  idea 
(rfTiandingoverto  Archbishop 
Mosengwo.  still  allowing  Mo- 
butu and  the  Mobutists  to  or- 
ganise elections. 

But  Kabila,  with  the  mili- 
tary nmmanhim  tn  hin  favour, 
had  no  interest  in  compro- 
mise. Tte  final  victory  of  Ka- 
bila’s troops  east  of  Kinshasa 
at  Keuge,  Hashed  any  remain- 
ing illusions,  anfl  the  generals 
of  Mobutu's  own  shell  of  an 
army  told  htm  that  the  situa- 
tion, was  lost 

In  a state  of  Indecision,  he 
fled  without  warning  or  condi- 
tions on  the  night  of  May  15- 
16,  going  first  to  Gbadolite  — 
reportedly  to  remove  the  1 
bones  ctf  his  mother  and  his 
first  wife  from  their  mauso- 
leum — (hen  to  Togo,  before  , 
finding  a further  temporary 
base  as  a guest  of  King  Hassan  j 
of  Morocco,  with  a limited  1 
number  of  his  entourage. 

Requests  for  asylum  in  a 
number  of  European 
countries,  such  as  Spain  and  ' 
Portugal  met  with  no  res- , 
ponse,  and.  France,  with  its 
new  socialist  government  co- 
habiting with  Mobutu's  erst- 
while friend  Chirac,  proved 
unwilling  to  have  him  Mean- , 
while,  his  health  was  deterio- 
rating. Destiny  had  caught  up 
with  him. 

Kayo  Whiteman 

Mobutu  Sese  Seko,  ex-p resident 
.of  Zaire,  bom  October  14,  1930; 
died  September  7. 1997 


Today’s  birthdays: 

Pauline  Baynes,  designer 
and  book  Illustrator.  7o; 
Frank  Clark,  football  man- 
ager, 54;  Alice  Thomas  Ellis, 

Sr,  65;  NeU  Falrbrotherj^ 
cricketer,  04; 

Florence,  dean,  London  uw*  i 
verslty  &*ool  of  Pharmacy, . 
57-  Hugh  Grant,  actor,  37; 
Robin  Hyman*  publisher,  66: 

Elvln  Jonas,  Jazz  drummer. 

70;  Zbigniew  NamyslowHld. 
jazz  musician,  composer,  58; 
The  Rev  Prof  Norman  Pm*-- 
tews,  theologian  ana  lin- 
guist, 99;  Cliff  Robertson,  ae* 
tor,  72 : James  Sabben-CIare*T 
educationalist.  56;  Richard^, 

.Sharpe,  rugby  footballer,  a 
Dave  Stewart,  rock  singer- 
and  producer,  45:  Dr  Shirley- 
SummerskiU,  former  Labour 
MP,  66;  Chaim  Topol.  Israeli 
actor  and  singer.  G2;  Marga- 
ret  Tyzack,  actress,  66;  Ed- 
ward  Upward,  Marxist- 
writer,  94:  Ed  Victor,  literary 
agent,  58;  Prof  David  WII-_ 
Hams,  astronomer,  60. 

Yesterday’s  birthdays  - — 
Jeannette  Altwegg.  ice 
skater,  67;  Mike  Aaronsaav.; 
director-general.  Save  the  - 
Children.  60;  Frankie  Ava- 
lon, singer,  57:  Prof  Sir 
Derek  Barton,  organic, 
chemist,  79;  Graham  Brad-, 
ley.  jockey,  37;  Ian  Davfd- 
son.  Labour  MP,  48;  Sir 
Peter  Maxwell  Davies,  com-, 
.poser,  63;  Anne  Diamond,'* 
television  presenter,  43: 
Michael  Frayn,  author  and 
playwright,  64;  Judith 
H«n«,  broadcaster.  55;  Mar- 
garet Hodge,  Labour  MP,  1 
53;  Rachel  Hunter,  actress, 
29;  Fred  Jarvis,  former  gen  * 
eral  secretary,  NUT,  73:  Ste- 
fan Johansson,  racing - 
driver.  41:  Sir  Denys  Las- 
dun, architect,  83;  John  Mc- 
Donnell, Labour  MP,  46; .- 
Geoff  Miller,  cricket  conch. 
45;  Alan  Oliver,  show- 
jumper,  65;  Jack  Rosenthal, 
playwright,  66;  Joan  Ryan,  . 
Labour  MP,  42;  Yves  St  Mar- 
tin, jockey,  56;  Sir  Harry 
Secombe,  comedian  and- 
slnger,  76;  Prof  Ernst  Sobd- 
heimer.  mathematician,  74; 
Gary  Speed,  footballer.  28.-  '- 


Death  Notices 


BEAMISS.  Menard,  Captain,  Walsh 
Quarto,  (rat'd),  a gad  SB.  of  RwianUKtant- 
BBritsmra.  (Sad  paacalully  on  Septaaibar- 
Wh  altar  a Iona,  bravely  fought  mnese. 
Much  lovad  husband  ot  RanHt  and  botoved 
hither  of  Ntto  and  JecquaUne.  Fwisra!  ser- 
vice win  ba  M Eaememnetoad  Cremate- 
Hum,  nr.  Bradman.  itn  September  at 
230pm.  . 

McCUUAQH,  Hobart  Jerrett  apod  0B* 

CpeacaMly  fai  hospital  after  a Iona. 

k.  Former  Gharfman  North  Weetmln- 
star  MagtstrsMs.  Chairman  NCA  and 
many  other  simitar  anpotatmonts.  Keap_ 
sportsman  (represented  Australia  ter  Bta 
Hovid  CommnwwaaHh  LUteSavtag  Soctetyfr 
will  ba  Badly  mteaad  by  daughter  Kfiety 
and  ail  who  smew  ten.  Funeral  service- BL 
Fulmar.  Bucks,  Monday  Sep- 
tember 230pm  toltewed  by  erMMOten. 
Enquiries  to  AmoM  Funeral  Servtce  MJS3 
901  992.  .. 

RfCHARDSON.  Robert  MA  Bee  (Bon)- 
Fennar  headteacher,  WIIHam  Ptron  School, . 
East  Dufwtcti..  pan  PiaaktaM.  National 
Union  m T aachen,  and  Chair  of  oovwnara 
of  Clapton  School.  Hackney,  died  Suddenly 
of  a heart  attack  in  the  Royal  London  Hos- 
pital on  3rd  September  1997.  Funoral  ser- 
vice to  ba  held  at  8L  Dunstan's  and  A0 
SaHa  Church,  Stepney  High  Street  El.,  on  . 
Friday  12m  September  at  nJOam.  loUowea 
by  cremation  at  the  City  of  London  Crome-  • 
toriwn.  AMarabrootc  Road,  Manor  Pane. 
London  ET2  SOQ.  Donadona  to  The  Teach- 
ers' Benevolent  Kind.  Hamilton  House. 
Mabtedon  Place,  London  WC1M  BBO.  F tow- 
ers If  preferred  Of®  A 1 C Teaman.  1W 
Jubilee  Sheet,  Stepney.  London  El  3EB. 
TAYLOR.  Derek.  Wfcv  on  Suetov  Septem- 
ber 7B>  died  poecotidly  at  homo  aged  K 
goaty  loved  husband  of  Joan  and  oewatMi 


tether  to  Timothy.  Gerard.  Abigail. 
Vanessa.  Dominic  and  AnoabeL  PrHMK£ 
funeral  on  September  12th.  Ficwen/mes- 
sagas  or  donations  for  MacMillan  Cancer  -1 
Relief  (Registered  Charity  2810171  may  be" 
sent  c/o  teBten  and  Norwich  Coeperaftm:., 
Society.  Cotnard  Rood.  Sudbury.  SuMS""- 
TeL  01787  STZTSfl. 


COlO  SXA  TeL  01787  STZTSfl. 

THOMAS.  Steve,  suddenly  end  oeocotl&P 
at  home  an  Saturday  Bth  September.  Steven 
aged  *8  yearn,  much  kwod  twehand-tlh* 
Madeleine  end  Mher  of  Paul  and  Rachel. 
Pstawad  eon  oi  Sylvia  and  brother  of  Mike 
Family  tenoral  on  Friday  IZth  S^boiIml, 
Donadona  to  British  Heart  FoundadaTS 
Fknmra  and  all  enquiries  to  Co-oparoflvo 
Funeral  services,  too  Brighton  Rood.  Pur- 
ley.  TSI:  01B1  600  7B22. 


Engagements 


LAWD-tBCRFORD.  Andrew  and  Berbers 
Laud  ere  pieesed  to  announce  tea  engage- 
mem  at  tetflr  elder  daughter.  Louise,  to 
Andrew,  eldeat  son  of  Jffl  and  die  late 
Peter  HUdorri. 


Marriages 


OHAOKnA-PATTAIte.  Congrttulaifena  to 
Art^mi^Bhupenon  ttwlr  wedding  of 

POnTEH-NORBURY  On  Thursday  Sep- 
■mbv  4te  1997.  Adrian,  eon  ot  Mr.ft  Mrs. 
Aten  Barter,  of  London,  to  Katie,  daughter- 
of_ Professor  & Mn.  John  Norfen&..gf 
afinourgh,  . 

J^J^PgJ^flnngyptape'd  telephone. 
0171  7T3  4fiS7  or  tax  0171  713  4123  between 
■am  end  3pm  Man-Fit, 
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Mini  back 
in  fashion 


T8®  now  Mini,  which 

' was  unvmlad  last  night 
by.tne  German  car 
company  BMW  on  the  ova 
ofme  Frankfurt  Motor- 
Show. 

Due  to  go  Into 
production  hi  the  year 
2000,  the  successor  to  Sir 
Alec  Issigonts's  immortal 
small  car,  has  been 
designed  by  BMW 
subsidiary  Ronrer  and  will 
be  buMt  In  Birmingham. 

The  new  Mini  was 
described  last  night  as  a 
world  car  tsugeted  at 
wealthier  consumer 
groups  looking  for 
“arettfng  urban  modes  of 
transport*'.  By  contrasty 
the  traditional  Mini,  which 
w^s  launched  38  years 
ago,  was  aimed  at 
customers  who  wanted 
cheap  and  cheerful 
motoring.  In  recent  years 
the  car  achieved  cult 
status  in  some  overseas 
markets,  notably  Japan. 

Rover  said  the  new 
version  of  the  ear 
combined  classical  Mini 
styling  with  contemporary 
design. 


Notebook 


Delayed  take-off 
hits  competition 


Edited  by 
Alex  Brummer 


Heat  is  off  interest  rates 


Summer  buying 
spree  slows 


Charlotte  Denny  and 
Larry  Elflott 


THE  Bank  of  England 
is  likely  to  leave  hi' 
terest  - Tates  * Tm-.1 
changed  this  week 
after  fresh,  evidence 
emerged  today  that  the  sim- 
mer. surge  in  high  street 
spending  is  coming  to  an  end- 

■Wlth  Tnannfarfnring  stffl  in 
thfi.  doldrums  as  a result  of. 
the  strong  pound,  the  Bank's 
monetary  policy  committee 
looks  certain  to  peg  rates  at 
7 per  cent  — the  first  time 
since  the  election  that  they 


idling 

lets  fly  at 


will  have  been  left 
unchanged. 

The  Hank  signalled  last 
month  that  a pause  would  he 
useful  to  assess  the  Impact  of 
dearer  barroraxig.  and  there 


haste 

ers  in  the  past  week  fiiat  the 
economy  is  slowing  down.  ■■ 

The  Bank's,  monetary  pol- 
icy oommlttoe  begins  its  de- 
liberations on  interest  rates 
tomorrow. 

Figures  from  the  British 
Retail  Consortium  showed 
that  sales  growth  In  -shops 
dipped  below  4 per  cent  last 
month  for  the  first  time  since 
the  early  spring. 


The  BRC  findings  rein- 
forced last  week's  downbeat 
Confederation  of  British  In- 
dustry snapshot  of  activity  in 
shops  and  underlined  the 
results  of.  Bank-sponsored 
research  indicating  that  the 
impact  of  windfalls  was  less 
than  originally  feared.  A Mori 
poll  found  that  only  one-third 
of  .the.  free shares  granted  In 
building  ■ society  and  insur- 
ance. company  flotations  bad 
beencashed  In. 

. TtykJBRG*  monthly  snap- 
shot,/^ retail  activity  sbdws 
aimualgrqwfii  in  retail  sues 
at  below  4 per  cent  for.  the 
first  tune  in  five  months 
Sales  in  August  rose  by 
&9per  cent;  compared  with 
5u2  per  cent  in  July  and  45  per 
cent  In  June.  , 

The  figures  confirm  the  pic- 
ture of  easing'  consumer 
spending  depicted  in  last 
week’s  CBI  retail  sales  sur- 
vey. "The  weaker  growth  . In 


Faltering  recovery 

Manufacfitring  output  index 


Apr  Jul  Oct  Jan'  Aprfr  Jul 
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sales  suppartB  what  we  have 
been  saying  all  along;"  said 
Andrew  Higginson,  chairman 
of  the  BRCs  economic  affairs 
committee.  “There  is  no  run- 
away boom  on  the  high 
street”  • . 


Manufacturing  output  rose 
by  0.4  per  cent  in  July,  a 
shade  above  City  expecta- 
tions, according  to  data 
released  yesterday  by  the 
Office  for  National  Statistics. 
But  analysts  warned  that 
manufacturers  are  not  out  of 
danger  yet,  despite  ONS  data 
revisions  which  show  that 
output  rose  in  the  second 
quarter  instead  of  falling. 

Output  was  flat  In  the  three 
months  to  July,  compared 
with  the  previous  three 
months.  The  outlook  for  in- 
dustry Is  not  premising,  ac- 
cording to  analysts,  with  sur- 
veys warning  that  the 
pound’s  strength  is  dampen- 
ing overseas  demand  for  Brit- 
ish goods. 

Dharshini  David.  UK  econo- 
mist at  HSBC  Markets,  said: 
“With  industry  still  fragile, 
these  numbers  do  little  to 
undermine  the  [Bank  of  Eng- 
land's] implied  decision  to 


red  tape 


Kejtji  Harper 
Transport  Editor 


THE  chief  executive  of 
British  Airways,  Bob 
Ayling,  was  on  a colli- 
sion course  with  the  Euro- 
pean Commission  last  night 
after  he  accused  Brussels 
bureaucracy  of  jeopardising 
the  carrier's  alliance  with 
American  Airlines  by  dither- 
ing over  the  link-up. 

Anlearly  frustrated  Mr  Ayl- 
ing  said  that  the  BA/AA  deal 
had  been  subjected  to  unfair 
delays  by  the  European 
Union’s  competition  authori- 
ties when  rival  alliances  had 
been  allowed  to  proceed  with-, 
out  questioning. 

He  said  other  alliances 
were  “roaring  ahead  while 

ours  is  In  a perpetual  holding 
pattern  above  Brussels  as  the 
bureaucrats  grind  over  detail 
gone  over  so  many  times 
before”.  • . , 

In  a - speech  to  US  travel 
agents  visiting  Glasgow,  Mr 
Ayling  said;  "We  are  not  ask- 
inarfor  a position  of  privilege, 
er  it  Is  the  opportunity  to 
t to  the  extent  that  we  can 
satisfy  our  customers." 

gas  urged  the  agents  to 
looby  for  thedeal.to  gp  ahead 
because  approval  would 
rwaflre.au  Anglo-Ammcan 
“o5m  sides"  agreement  to 
creme  more  competition,  rwt 
lejsgfon  routes  between  the 
U&andHealhrow. 

Bft  ahdrAA  expressed  their 
rira^muaiogthe  EC’s  stance 
ie  plan  when  they  far- 
r rejected  proposals  from 

lion's  compen- 
directorate,  which  had. 
' for  concessions  If 
feretogo  ahead,  indtfo- 

it  they  give  UP  35® 
__  take-off  and  landing 

"St  -Heathrow.  The  two 

aifflftfts  halve  told  the  cook 


irflawed".ahalysis. 

-Jf"  Ayiihg's,  remarks  .yes- 
teSHky  came  against  a bftekt 
gnuujd  ■■  cf  hints-  from.  AA 
*S8rbes  fhai.it  might  pull  ouf 
offlfie  merger-  This  seems  tm- 
lfitek?  &a  'the  d*”T  would  turn 
BAlahd  AA  into  the  most 
powerful  carrier  in  the  world- 


Scottish  eyes  Ulster  TV 


Ian  King 


SI 


COTTISH  Media 
Group,  owner  of  the 
cottish  TV  and 
_ Grampian  ITV  fran- 
chises, yesterday  dropped  its 
strongest  hint  yet  that  it 
plans  to  launch  a fall  bid  for 
Ulster  TV. 

Scottish,  which  already 
owns  1 8^  per  cent  of.  Ulster 
after  a series  of  market  raids 
last  month,  admitted  for  the 
first  time  it  was  interested  in 

s^fs^hough.  It^considers  the 
current  share  price  of  225p 
too  steep.  . 

While  Scottish  said  it  was 
not  yet  ready  to  launch  an  Im- 
mediate full  bid  for  Ulster, 
managing  director  Andrew 


independent  voice  within 
ITV." 

Under  stock  exchange 
rules,  Scottish  would  have  to 
make  a fall  offer  far  Ulster  as 
soon  as  it  took  its  stake  over 
30  per  cent,  while  Mr  Flana- 
gan’s remarks  when  Scottish 
first  took  its  holding  in  Ulster 
last  month  effectively  prevent 
a fall  bid  being  launched 


within  the  nest  three  to  six 
month*  — unless  a rival  bid- 
der emerges. 


A takeover  of  Ulster  would 
ensure  that  Scottish  — which 
is  vehemently  opposed  to  Gra- 
nada chairman  Gerry  Robin- 
son's vision  of  a single  ITV 
company — remains  a leading 
player  at  ITV’s  top  table. 

Over  the  past  year,  Gra- 
nada, United  News  & Media 
and  Carlton  Communications 


have  mopped  up  all  the  Inde- 
pendent ITV  companies  ex- 
cept the  minnows,  Ulster, 
Border  and  Channel  TV. 


Flanagan  hinted  that  an  offer 
was  likely  in' the  future. 

Mr  Flanagan,  who  described 
the  stake  in  Ulster  as  a "logi- 
cal step"  for  Scottish  to  take, 
compared  the  holding  favour- 
ably with  the  “low  yielding” 
stakes  in  ITN  and  BTV  sOld  by 
his  company  last  year. 

Asked  whether,  that  con- 
trast was  an'  fadlcatiorfaf  Im- 
pending takeover,  Mr  Flana- 
gan said:  “That  would  heyottr 
interpretation-  We  have  no 
plans  to  Janpch  a fall  bid  far 
Ulster  at  fag  mqmerifc.  — phr 
primaiy.^ "objective  here  is  to 
wisitreti^Ul^remaiasan 


Of  these,  Ulster  is  by  far  the 
biggest,  while  Border  is 
widely  expected  to  be  bought 
by  Granada  at  some  point,  al- 
though neither  these  two  — 
nor  Channel  — would  be  big 
enough  to  change  the  tydanre 
of  power  in  ITV. 

The  other  remaining  ITV 
franchise  is  GMTV,  the 
breakfast  station,  where 
Guardian  Media  Group  — 
publisher  of  the  Guardian 
and  Observer  — has  a IS  per 
cent  stake.  Scottish,  Carlton 
and  Granada  each  have  20  per 
cent,  while  the  remaining 
25  per  cent  is  owned  by 
Disney. 

Mr  Flanagan’s  comments 
came  as  he  announced  an 
80  per  cent  Jump  In  first-half 
pre-tax  profits,  to  a record 
£185  million,  helped  by  last 
year’s  acquisition  of  Caledo- 
nian Publishing. 

• Energis,  the  telecom  group 
owned  by  the  National  Grid, 
is  to  supply  digital  television 
links  for  the  BBC,  including  a 

new  electronic  news  produc- 
tion system  that  will  enable 
BBC  Journalists  to  access 

sound  and  picture  date  bases 
from  their  desktops.  The  deal, 
which  will  link  BBC  studios 
mui  transmission  centres,  is 
thought  to  be  worth  about 
£30  million  over  10  years.  En- 
ergis already  bandies  BBC 
TV's  analogue  pictures  under 
a ELOO  minion  contract 


Fake  Frosties  never  tasted  so  good 


ROGERbWE  on  wfqrkelloggrs  sales 


LOGG’S  boast  Is 

that  it  does  not  make 
_ ^breakfast  cewels  far 
anybody  else — supposedly  a 
deterrent  to'  ^.Sbopp&rs 
tempted  by  the  ttnUations  on 


But 


_ „ . continue,  Kellogg’s 

may  snap,  crackle  and  even* 
taaRypop.:''  ' 

Market  research  by  Date- 
monitor  revealed  that  the 


m conglomerate ; has  been. 

tncjng  popularity.  Sates  Ml 
below  half  of  the  cereal  mar-' 
ket  last-  year  fin:  the  first 


tirrte,  as  more  shoppers  opt- 
ed for  supermarkets’  ver- 
^itk:  - of  its  famnna  Com 
Flakes  and  other  varieties 

such  as  Frosties. 

' Kent^**8  Com.  Flakes  and 
train*  tomato,  ketehnp  have 
Been:  regarded  .as  the  two 
products  most  Immune  to 
the  assault  of  own-label 
copies-Bnt  now  Krifogg's  Js 
Shown  to  bejust  as  vatasa- 
btetotiteonatangjWof  Sains- 
tmry^s  and  Tesco  as  teas  en- 
trenched . names  like 
McVJtle’s  or  Wall’s. 

The  -company’s  total  sales 
attn  represented  48  per  cent 


of  the  market  last  year-  But 
that  was  more  than  three 
percentage  points  lower 
than  In.  1995/  Own-label 
products.  In  contrast, 
reached  almost  a fifth  of  all 
cereal  sales. 

The  supposedly  inimitable 
Com  Flakes  lost  an  eighth  of 

Ms  market  share,  almost 
dropping  into  single  figures 
from  more  than  12  per  cent 
of  all  cereal  sales  two  years 
.ago. 

Possibly  worse  news  is 

teat  breakfast  eaters  are 
also  turning  to  branded 
rivals  such  as  WeetabSx  and 
Quaker.  Both  companies  ter 
creased  market  share  last 
year,  while  sales  from 
Nestte,  which  owns  the  Na- 
bisco brand,  shot  up  by  al- 
i ’ 


most  half  to  more  than  8 per 
cent 

Nobody  was  available  to 
comment  at  Kellogg's  or  its 
public  relations  firm,  where 
attention  Is  focusing  on 
National  Breakfast  Week, 
which  will  buret  on  the 
nation  next  Monday. 

Kellogg's,  which  recently 
launched  Nutri-Grain  bars, 
for  those  who  skip  break- 
fast, can  take  comfort  from 
the  fact  that  Ms  woes  are  not 

hi  dittaWi  Tioatthy  n^^gi 

Muesli  sales  have  also 
been  falling,  down  from 
1CL6  per  cent  five  years  ago 
to  8A  per  cent  last  year. 
And.  in  what  the  market 
researchers  describe  as  the 
“hot  sub-segment",  porridge 
a fall  last  year. 


leave  interest  rates  un- 
changed for  the  time  being." 

Separate  figures  from  the 
ONS  showed  that  there  are 
few  signs  of  price  pressures 
in  the  irumnfartiiring  sector. 
Factory-gate  prices  rose  by 
(LI  per  cent  last  month.  The 
annual  rate  ticked  up  to 
0.7  per  cent  from  July's  figure 
of  0.6  per  cent  Analysts  said 
that  inflation  in  the  sector 
was  almost  non-exlstmL 

Andrew  Sentance,  the 
BRC’s-  chief  economic  ' ad-, 
vlser,  said  Interest 
gone  as  high  as  needed  to. 
head  off  the  threat  of  a pick- 
up hi  Inflation.  "Higher  mort- 
gage rates  are  beginning  to 
bite.  Consumer  spending  Is 
no  longer  accelerating,  al- 
though it  is  too  early  to  tell  if 
this  is  the  start  of  a more  pro- 
nounced slowdown.  The  Bank 
of  England  was  right  to  an- 
nounce a pause  in  its  policy  of 
raising  interest  rates." 


Eurotunnel 
continues 
to  suffer 
fire  damage 


KMth  Harper 
Transport  Edttor 
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VELLERS  continue  to 
shun  the  Channel  Tun- 
following  last  No- 
vember’s fire,  according  to 
figures  released  yesterday  by 
its  troubled  operating  com- 
pany, BnrotimneL 
The  data  showed  a signifi- 
cant drop  in  the  number  of 
passengers  carried  through 
August,  usually  the  busiest 
month  of  the  year. 

The  company  reported  that 
it  had  carried  6.7  per  cent 
fewer  passenger  vehicles 
through  the  tunnel  last  month 
than  in  the  preceding  August, 
the  third  month  In  succession 
that  Eurotunnel  has  an- 
nounced a year-on-year 
decline. 

The  tunnel  carried  290,587 
cars,  motorcycles,  vans  and 
coaches  in  the  peak  tourist 
month  of  August,  down  from 
310.333  a year  ago. 

Although  Le  Shuttle  vehicle 
services  were  resumed  three 
weeks  after  the  Ore,  freight 
services  did  not  start  again 
until  June. 

Freight  traffic  appears  to 
have  picked  up  more  quickly 
though  the  company  said  it 
had  only  recovered  67  per 
cent  of  its  previous  market, 
with  30,858  trucks  using  Le 
Shuttle  In  August 

The  news  comes  at  a sensi- 
tive time  for  the  company 
which  is  seeking  approval 
this  autumn  from  its  174  cred- 
itor banks  for  a reorganisa- 
tion of  its  £&5  billion  debt  Its 
first  half  results  are  due  this 

mnnth 

The  company  said  travel  on 
its  tourist  vehicle  shuttle  ser- 
vice increased  steadily  and 
set  a new  daily  record  mi 
August  29.  Market  share  rose 
to  more  than  40  per  cent,  com- 
pared with  a 48  per  cent  share 
of  the  car  market  before  the 
fire. 

fa  contrast,  tlte  number  of 
passengers  carried  an  Euro- 
star,  the  fast  train  connection 
between  London,  Paris  and 
Brussels,  soared  by  20  per 
cent  to  a record  681,663  fa 
August  . 


THE  chief  executive  of 
British  Airways,  Robert 
Ayling.  hasa  right  to  feel 
angry  over  the  European 
Union’s  foot-dragging  about 
Its  proposed  alliance  with 
American  Airlines. 

Scrutiny  of  a deal  that  has 
important  ramifications  for 
competition  is  in  order,  but 
regulatory  delay  of  the  kind 
which  B.VAA  have  had  to 
suffer  on  both  sides  of  the  At- 
lantic is  counter-productive 
and  financially  punitive. 

While  the  BA'AA  deal  has 
been  scrutinised  from  every 
angle,  with  the  US  Senate  also 
playing  a role  in  the  tactic  of 
obstruction,  rivals  have  piled 
on  the  alliances  virtually  un- 
impeded. The  Star  Alliance, 
which  brings  together  United 
Airlines.  Lufthansa,  Thai  Air- 
ways, SAS  and  Air  Canada,  is 
an  equally  formidable  part- 
nership that  has  attracted  lit- 
tle of  the  same  opprobrium. 

Among  the  reasons  why  the 
BA/AA  deal  is  seen  as  so  sen- 
sitive is  that  it  appears  to  lock 
in  a permanant  domination  of 
the  Heathrow  hub,  the  most 
important  in  Europe.  This, 
rivals  argue,  means  there  will 
be  less  slots  a valuable  to 
them.  But  this  is  wrong  on 
two  counts.  Firstly,  the  short- 
age of  Heathrow  slots  is  a 
myth  as  Virgin  demonstrates 
each  time  it  expands  its  oper- 
ations from  there.  Moreover, 
the  requirements  of  the  UK 
authorities  that  BA  give  up 
168  slots  at  Heathrow  auto- 
matically means  more  access 
for  others  and  smaller  market 
Share  for  BA/AA. 

But,  most  critically,  the 
BA/AA  alliance  is  the  means 
of  finally  breaking  down  the 
Bermuda  n bilateral  style 
agreements,  which  govern  air 
traffic  across  the  Atlantic, 
and  replacing  them  with  a 
genuine  open  skies  policy 
which  gives  all  airlines,  not 
just  the  priveleged  few,  a 
ehanee  to  deal  themselves  In. 
Air  transport  is  one  of  the  last 
bastions  of  bilateral  trade  ne- 
gotiations and  runs  counter 
to  the  concept  of  globalised 
trade  which  has  contributed 
to  rapid  economic  expansion 
over  the  last  decade. 

Critics  are  seeking  to  inter- 
est BA/AA  in  a second  class 
code-sharing  deal  — a sophis- 
ticated marketing  alliance 
that  allows  through  ticketing. 
But  that  would  mean  that,  un- 
like Delta-Swissalr.  they 
would  be  prevented  from 
sharing  revenues  and  profits, 
destroying  the  economics  erf 
what  they  are  trying  to  do  and 
keeping  the  doors  closed  on 
genuine  competition. 


Banana  split 

concept  of  free  trade 

looks  great  on  paper.  The 
way  David  Ricardo  ex- 
plained it,  comparative  ad- 
vantage means  countries 
specialise  in  things  they  are 


nr  he 

I look 
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good  at  (or  least  bad  at)  and 
then  trade.  Everybody  Is  then 
better  off. 

In  real  life,  of  course,  eco- 
nomics does  not  work  out  like 
that.  Free  traders  might  have 
a tough  Job  convincing  the 
people  of  the  Windward  Is- 
lands that  they  now  face  a 
brighter  future  after  the 
World  Trade  Organisation 
turned  down  an  appeal  by 
Brussels  against  a ruling  out- 
lawing the  preferential  treat- 
ment accorded  to  banana  pnv 
ducers  in  former  British  and 
FTench  colonies. 

Put  simply,  some  of  the 
small  islands  of  the  Carib- 
bean are  one-crop  economies. 
They  only  produce  bananas, 
but,  because  of  the  soil  and 
the  lack  of  economies  of  scale, 
they  produce  them  at  a higher 
cost  than  the  US-owned  plan- 
tations of  Central  and  South 
America.  That  means  higher 
prices  for  consumers  in 
Europe,  who  might  prefer  the 
bigger  and  cheaper  Latin 
American  fruit. 

But  this  is  not  an  example 
of  free-trade  in  action.  In 
Washington,  a Senate  com- 
mittee has  been  investigating 
whether  the  timing  of  the  US 
case  against  the  EU  was 
linked  to  contributions  to  the 
Clinton  re-election  campaign 
by  the  American  banana 
giant  Chiquita,  the  company 
which  has  most  to  gain  from 
the  WTO  decision. 

Secondly,  the  theory  of 
comparative  advantage  would 
suggest  that  the  minnows  of 
the  Caribbean  have  only  one 
real  alternative  to  bananas: 
drugs.  Finally,  the  ruling  ex- 
poses the  drawbacks  in 
nation  states  ceding  trade  pol- 
icy to  international  bodies. 
Given  the  obvious  conse- 
quences, consumers  here 
might  be  happy  to  pay  more 
for  their  bananas.  However, 
they  are  not  being  given  that 
choice. 


High  and  dry 


“EDERAL  Reserve  chair- 
■man  Alan  Greenspan 
may  remain  uncon- 
cerned about  the  prospects 
for  US  inflation,  but  New 
York  bond  traders  are  no- 
where near  as  complacent 
Economists  may  be  talking 
about  Nalru  but  market  trad- 
ers seen  far  more  interested 
in  El  Niflo.  All  around  the  Pa- 
cific Basin  El  Nfao,  the  warm- 
ing of  the  equatorial  oceans, 
is  causing  havoc.  In  Latin 
America  and  Indonesia  the 
lack  of  rain  has  sent  coffee 
prices  soaring  to  a three- 
month  high.  In  West  Africa 
fear  of  the  effects  of  El  Niflo 
on  cocoa  has  lifted  fature 
prices  to  a two-month  high. 
Wheat  fatures  also  are  on  the 
way  upwards  with  concern 
that  drought  In  Australia, 
China  and  Asia  will  damage 
wheat  production.  Com  and 
wheat  output  In  South  Africa 
are  also  said  to  be  in  danger. 

As  far  as  bond  traders  are 
concerned  the  consequences 
of  this  should  be  clear  to  all. 
Drinks  including  coffee,  beer 
and  chocolate  make  up  17  per 
cent  of  the  US  consumer 
prices  index,  which  means 
that  El  Niflo  could  spell  the 
end  of  the  long  period  erf  low 
US  inflation  and  subdued 
commodity  prices.  No  wonder 
meteorology  is  now  consid- 
ered a critical  skin  for  market 
analysts. 


Telecom  sale  puts  Jospin  on 
collision  course  with  unions 


Paul  Webster  in  Parts 

BpANCB’S  Socialist  gov- 
■ eminent  was  forced  to  ac- 
cept the  realities  of  the  free 
market  yesterday  when  it  sig- 
nalled its  intention  to  par- 
tially privatise  France 
TCtecom. 

Twenty  per  cent  of  the  stale- 
owned  group  is  to  be  sold  to 
the  public  to  raise  about 
£4  billion,  finance  minister 
Dominique  Strauss-Kahn  said 
yesterday. 

After  a shareswap  deal  with 
Deutsche  Telekom  and  distri- 
bution of  stock  reserved  for 
employees,  overall  French  gov- 
ernment central  will  drop  to 
around  62  per  cent 

In  comments  that  fore- 
shadow other  moves  in  nation- 
alised industries,  Mr  Strauss- 
Kahn  said  the  seU-off  should  be 

considered  as  "an  opening  up 
of  capital". 

But  employees  at  TS4com 


were  this  week  holding  a ballot 
on  whether  to  strike  over  the 
plan.  The  government  is  to 

consult  with  unions  in  the 

hope  of  ending  a row  over  an 
unfulfilled  promise  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  Lionel  Jospin, 
during  the  general  election 
campaign,  to  hold  a referen- 


dum among  TCtecom  staff 
Stock  win  be  floated  from 
September  22,  the  price  will  be 
fixed  on  October  6 and  the 
shares  quoted  on  the  Bourse 
from  October  20.  After  an  ex- 
change deal  with  Deutsche  Te- 
lekom, involving  7 or  8 per 
cent  of  T^tecom  stock  and  an 
increase  in  capital,  the  staff 
could  eventually  control  a to  4 
per  cent  of  shares, 

France  is  the  last  major 
country  with  100  per  eept  state 
control  of  its  telecom  sector, 
but  it  is  being  forced  Into  par- 
tial privatisation  because  most 
of  its  European,  rivals  win  be 
wholly  in  private  hands  by 
January. 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


Aintralla  2.117 
Austria  19-58 
Belgium  57.49 

Canada  2.142S 
Cyprus  0.32 
Danmark  10.86 
Finland  843 


France  SOS 
Garmsny  2.7830 
Greece  440.00 
Hong  Kong  HAT 
India  56.02 
Ireland  10400 
Israel  5.57 


Italy  2.735 
Malta  0.61 
Netherlands  3.1240 
New  Zealand  2.429 
Norway  1146 
Portugal  282.00 
Saudi  Arabia  5.66 


SuppU^t  by  N#/Wa«r  Sea*  (omtmSng  bxttmn  rupM  *ed  tuMM 


Singapore  2348 

South  AMea  724 
Spain  meo 
Sweden  12.12 
SwtearfcindZ278- 
Turkey  257.960 
USA  1.5560 
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$1 .2bn  deal 

reshapes 

cyberspace 


Nicholas  Bannister 
Technology  Editor 


WORLDCOM,  the 
American  tele- 
com group,  trig- 
gered the  biggest 
shake-up  of  online  services 
yesterday  by  agreeing  to 
buy  CompuServe  for 
$1.2  billion  and  sell  part  of 
the  business  to  America 
Online. 

The  deals  will  make  AOL 
the  world’s  largest  online 
services  group,  owning 
both  the  AOL  and  Compu- 
Serve brand  names,  with 
more  than  11  million  cus- 
tomers. 

But  WorldCom,  headed 
by  founder  Bernard  E li- 
bers. is  to  retain  Compu- 
Serve’s large  data  commu- 
nications network  and 
become  AOL’s  largest  net- 
work service  provider. 

Yesterday’s  deals  are  bad 
news  for  the  large  telecom 
groups  — including  British 
Telecom’s  £10  billion  take- 
over target,  MCI  — which 
are  hoping  to  move  into  the 
Internet  market. 

Mr  Ebbers  said:  “We  be- 
lieve these  moves  farther 
distance  ns  from  all  of  the 
traditional  carriers,  as  we 
continue  to  build  a differ- 
ent kind  Of  fXEimmnrirai. 
tions  company.” 

AOL  is  already  the 


world’s  leading  online  ser- 
vices group,  with  mne  mil- 
lion customers,  while  Com- 
puServe is  second,  with 

2.5  million  customers. 

All  the  companies  In- 
volved brushed  aside  fears 
of  US  anti-trust  objections. 
Steve  Case,  chief  executive 
Of  AOL.  said:  ‘“This  is  a 
business  with  low  barriers 
to  entry  and  lots  of  people 
can  be  players.” 

WorldCom  Is  to  buy  Com- 
puServe in.  an  all-share  deal 
with  H&R  Block,  the 
specialist  which  has  been 
seeking  a buyer  for  the  past 
year. 

It  is  also  buying  ANS 
Communications  from 
America  OnLlne  in  ex- 
change for  CompuServe’s 
interactive  services  div- 
ision and  $17$  mil  Hr.  p rath 

WorldCom  will  get  a five- 
year  contract  to  become 
AOL’s  largest  network  ser- 
vices provider. 

In  Europe,  CompuServe 
will  be  added  to  AOL’s  joint 
venture  with  the  German 
publishing  group  Bertels- 
mann. Thomas  Bfflddefliog; 
who  is  to  become  Bertels- 
mann's chairman  and  chief 
executive,  said:  “We  will 
continue  to  grow  our  AOL 
membership  in  Europe  and 
to  develop  CompuServe  as  a 
significant  Independent 
brand  in  the  European  In- 
ternet online  market.” 


Intern  etted  . . . Iggy  Galli.  CompuServe’s  director  of  computer  room  operations,  gets  the  computer  servers  set  tor  a 
fPfrf+i**1 1"  ragnorchtp  at  +ii»  company’s  headquarters  in  EHIrlard,  Ohio  photograph:  meal  laurow 


Home  loans  ‘out  of  date’ 


i Hunter 


Housing  minister 
Hilary  Armstrong 
urged  mortgage 
lenders  yesterday 
to  call  a bait  to 
repossessions  by  launching 
flexible  mortgages  to  meet 
modern  employment  pat- 
terns. 

As  a leading  economist  said 
that  toe  property  market  was 
on  toe  brink  of  a sharp  down- 
turn, Ms  Armstrong  criti- 
cised as  outdated  toe  current 
home  loans  on  offer,  which 
she  said  were  designed  for 
householders  who  expected  to 
work  in  the  same  job  for  40 
years  and  wanted  to  spread 
fixed  repayments  over  a long 
period. 

With  mortgage  reposses- 
sions continuing  to  run  at 
more  than  600  a week,  she 
said  these  contracts  were  no 
longer  valid  in  the  “less  cer- 
tain times  we  live  in". 

Speaking  at  a Council  of 
Mortgage  Lenders  forum  in 
London,  she  added:  “They 
make  assumptions  which  are 
increasingly  out  of  step  with 
life  in  the  modem  world.  Bor- 
rowers need  more  flexibility 
with  their  mortgages  to  cope 
with  gaps  In  their  income." 

However,  the  Council  of 
Mortgage  Lenders,  which  rep- 
resents most  leading  banks 
and  building  societies,  res- 
ponded by  calling  on  the  Gov- 
ernment to  Introduce  a safety 
net  for  low-income  homeown- 
ers. akin  to  toe  housing  bene- 


‘ Assumptions  are  increasingly 
out  of  step  with  life  in  the  modern 
world.  Borrowers  need  more 
flexibility  with  their  mortgages  to 
cope  with  gaps  in  their  income9 

Housing  minister  Hilary  Armstrong 


fit  support  available  to 
tenants. 

Peter  White,  the  CML  chair- 
man, also  asked  toe  Govern- 
ment to  consider  introducing 
tax  incentives  to  encourage 
wealthier  homeowners  to  buy 
private  insurance,  or  bring  in 
rules  that  would  force  home 
buyers  to  take  out  cover. 

"The  future  environment  of 

mortgage  lending  will  be  very 
different  from  the  past.  One 
change  which  looks  perma- 
nent is  a higher  level  of  fluc- 


tuation in  income  and  secu- 
rity for  many  households,"  be 
said. 

But  Ms  Armstrong  said 
flexible  mortgages,  which  are 
currently  niche  products, 
would  enable  the  self-em- 
ployed. people  taking  career 
breaks  and  contract  workers 
to  make  extra  payments  In 
the  “good  times'1  and  under- 
pay when  money  was  tight 

The  CML  argues,  however, 
that,  if  short-term  insurance 
became  compulsory,  premi- 


ums would  become  more  af- 
fordable. Additional  state  sup- 
port could  then  be  made  avail- 
able to  help  the  long-term 
unemployed  and  poor  fam- 
ilies pay  for  private  cover. 

Michael  Coogan,  CML  di- 
rector-general, said:  'The  in- 
crease to  the  public  purse 
would  be  modest  at  an  addi- 
tional £250  million  to 
£300  million,  compared  with 
the  £12.6  billion  already  spent 
on  housing  benefit  and  mort- 
gage income  support.  . . 

; “The  extra  bOl  to  the  state 
will  fan  well  below  toe  annual 
cost  of  providing  additional 
social  rented  homes  for  the 
households  that  will,  predict- 
ably, be  possessed  if  the  cur- 
rent inadequate  arrange- 
ments are  not  reformed.” 

Simon  Briscoe,  chief  econo- 
mist at  the  stockbroker  Nik- 
ko,  said  that  talk  of  a housing 
boom  was  a "fallacy"  and  the 
property  market-  could  be 
“quite  weak”  by  next  year. 

He  said:  “The  housing  mar- 
ket is  not  strong  and  the  infla- 
tionary threat  from  it  can  be 
ignored  in  interest  rate  dedl- 
sion-making. 

“There  will  be  no  nation- 
wide  boom  for  years.  Indeed, 
the  risk  is  on  the  downside. 
Next  year,  low  turnover  plus 
the  erosion  of  toe  fundamen- 
tal ‘good  value'  that  was  in 
the  market  a year  or  two  ago 
leave  It  vulnerable." 

Bad  buying  and  landing  de- 
eds ions  would  continue,  as 
part  of  toe  "painful  process” 
of  learning  to  live  with  low 
inflation. 
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Foundations 
of  support 
chipped  away 

Despite  claiming  to  be 
the  party  of  home 
owners,  the  former  Tory 
government  consistently 
chipped  away  at  state  sup- 
port for  sick  or  unemployed 
borrowers  until  it  all  but 
withdrew  the  safety-net  in 
October  1995,  writes  Teresa 
Hunter. 

Since  that  date  new  bor- 
rowers receive  no  help  with 
mortgage  repayments  for 
the  first  nine  months  of  a 
benefits  claim.  After  that. 
Interest  can  be  claimed 
under  income  support  ar- 
rangements. However, 
most  lenders  begin  repos- 


session proceedings  mice  a 
loan  is  six  months  In 


More  critically,  interest 
payments  are  now  met  by 
the  state  according  to  an 
average  rate  calculated  on 
a basket  ofleadlng  building 
societies.  As  these  mutuals 
typically  levy  lower  bor- 
rowing costs  than  most 
banks,  support  tends  to  fell 
fer8&ort  of  what  Is  needed. 

Before  October  1995  bor- 
rowers would  have  re- 
ceived fulTinterest  after  16 
weeks  of  unemployment  or 
sickness,  and  income  sup- 
port would  have  covered 
their  entire  mortgage  bfiL 

Borrowers  with  mort- 
gages pre-dating  October 
1995  now  have  interest  cov- 
ered by  the  “standard” 
mortgage  rate  with  benefits 
kicking  in  after  six  months 
out  of  work.  They  also 
receive  half  their  interest 
after  two  months  of  income 
support. 

The  celling  on  mortgages 
eligible  for  benefit  was  also 
reduced  from  £125,000  to 
£100,000  in  1995. 

The  Tories  justified  these 
moves  by  claiming  that  pri- 
vate insurance  would 
bridge  the  gap.  However, 
lenders  claim  there  has 
been  no  discernible  in- 
crease In  the  fewer  than 
one  in  five  home  owners 
buying  private  cover.  A 
Joseph  Rown.ti.ee  report 
this  year  said  three  quar- 
ters of  those  at  greatest 
risk  were  not  insured. 


SCOTT  BADER  COMMON  OWNERSHIP  LECTURE 


Scott  B«def  Commoflwoddx  -yiH  be  bokfang  tts  frtfa 
Common  Ownership  lecture  m id  beautiful  pczijsad 

■uaoundfflgp  on  Suim&rj;  11th  October  1997 
This  b * tegular  event  fpoasoccd  and  boned  by  tbc 
Scon  Bidet  Cijtiimijtn^jdth  ip  pnaciotedwrtmicTa  oad| 
debate  on  Common  Ownentiip. 

This  key  note  fpeaker  be  Mode  Gajder,  Dacca*  of  the 

Cenox  for  Tbmoerov'a  Company  Tgfao  wfll  be  {xpaumga  paper  on 

‘Beyond  Tomorrow’s  Company’ 


•J# 

••• 


Exttblohcd  2 yean  ago,  Tomotnm>*«  Cmnym|’i  cental  purpose  a to 
inspire  and  cubic  Bdtiib  business  to  compete  with  tbe  vodA  best  In 
1993  the  RSA.  (the  RpysJ  Society  for  tbe  encouragement  of  Arts, ' 
MgmiftiCTarq  sad  Commerce)  brought  together  gmor  ogeunra;  feed 
25  top  UK  buomesses  to  develop  i shored  virion  of Tomorrow* 
Compaq. 

Much  of  the  debate  otnged  atamd  tbe  notion  of  mtfunafale  business 
success,  vith  tbe  shmebaldec'°«a*is  •OkehoUer  one  figuring 
pwminendy  Theooodusion  vwdwtonJybygwn^due weight  to  tbe 
interests  of  tbe  bey  stjikeboklczx  can  tbe  interests  of  sbsreboidess  be 

maintained.  The  question  tfaztsaasksta  be  answered  is  will 

be  die  atmpe  of  tbe  eompaaie*  of  tbc  future? 

Tbe  preseotwn  -wS  be  wpplemensed  by  a short  eootdbatioa  by  Brian 
Etpxxi.  ImrrnariottJ  Btcanwe  Barinest  Mnwgem  Scott  B«w  Ha 

paper  entitled 


(The  Company  as  a living  System1  — 

wifl  discuss  the  challenges  thttoondnoc  to  fine  Scott  Bader as  a 
r'~xtmr-  '**— in  r dap  nTtnpsnj  imti  jrrrTinihr  rqpirrf  tt  rfir  run  miun 
of  its  tmioc  ban:  to  other  companies  within  tbc  Group  srith  different 
whit  systems  and  mbinl  backgiouiab. 

In  die  Chair ejfl  Jane  Nelson.  Policy  and  Research  Director  at  tbe 

Ponce  of  TOUet&Htacas  Leaden  fawn. 

Sdmuktingaid  enjoyable  lectures  are  assured  foflvwed  by  trim 
promises  to  be  a lively  debate.  • 

Theaoatain  wimnniini  arKlntlam  thBn—it  by  tundl  *t  LCQ  pOL 

Enl^rtencdtndmduabnayteciOTc  an  invitation  and  background  notes 
by  contacting  Tacy  Soaetifaees  at  Scott  Bader  Company  Limited, 
^3^wgwtN°*^niptnoifaiie,NN297&L  FW^mflc  (0933)  663522, 
Telephone  (J3933)  663KXX 

Badcij  Sanded  in  1921,  is  a higfrty  ianomiwc  company 


Qtn-..iIowaai7cmimaesoa3ct>iit«nciw\sadaniaK»erint3im«of 
£100  million  and  6004-  It  is  a.  company  tnxh  its  as  sets  held  m 

common  oanmhip  aan  1951  though  Soon  Bader  Goemonwedth 
Lanitcd.*  company  arkbum 
legiatemd  as  acbarifr  (po.  206391 ) 


Building  up 
hopes  in  the 
material  world 

OUTLOOK/Still  underrated  by  the  City, 
the  Cinderella  building  sector  is  coming 
out  of  recession,  Tony  May  reports 


AFTER  eight  years  of 
bust,  retrenchment  and 
recovery  there  Is  a 
mood  of  cautious  optimism  in 
toe  buflding  materials  sector. 

This  Cinderella  industry, 
having  missed  out  on  tbe  big- 
gest bull  stock  market  in  his- 
tory and  still  for  from  tbe 
City’s  affections,  is  overdue 
for  a re-rating. 

Its  troubles  have  been 
mantfniri  Over-ambitious  ex- 
pansion in  tbe  1960s  was  fol- 
lowed by  recession  and  cuts 
In  government  spending  at 
home  and  abroad,  exacer- 
bated by  suicidal  price 
competition. 

Now,  through  a spate  of 
mergers,  the  industry  is  slim- 
mer and  price  Increases  intro- 
duced last  year  are  sticking, 
although  some  sales  volumes 
have  fallen.  At  tbe  same  titrip, 
tbe  outlook  for  its  customers 
in  toe  construction  industry 
is  improving  as  toe  fell  in 
road  spending  bottoms  out, 
Private  Finance  Initiative 
schemes  come  through 
the  fniiipnojnm  projects  get 
going. 

Even  so,  there  is  no  sign  of 
a boom  In  construction  and 
the  materials  industry  needs 
to  damp  down  on  costs  to 
keep  profits  moving  forward. 

To  that  end.  Blue  Circle  In- 
dustries — toe  producer  of 


half  the  UK’s  cement  and  with 
Interests  in  toe  heating,  bath- 
rooms and  property 
businesses  — took  an  imagi- 
native Initiative  earlier  foi« 
year. 

In  May,  this  ultra-sober 
company  did  a continental- 
style  deal  with  two  of  the 
UK's  biggest  unions,  toe  GMB 
and  TGWU,  offering  employ- 
ees in  its  cement  operations 
five  years  of  job  security  in 
exchange  for  pay  restraint 
and  flexible  working  prac- 
tices. A similar  deal  has  since 
been  worked  out  with  its  UK 
ceramics  workers. 

The  group  has  already  had 
£1  mfllion-a-year  of  potential 
cash  savings  drawn  to  Its  at- 
tention by  employees. 

_ Ian  McKenzie,  chief  execu- 
tive of  Blue  Cirde  Cement, 
said  yesterday  that  the  UK  ce- 
ment division's  efforts  to 
raise  productivity  were  “gt> 
ing  extremely  well”.  Employ- 
ees now  posed  no  barrier  to 
restructuring  or  broadening 
skills  bases  and  toe  group 
was  certain  to  get  increases 
in  capacity  at  core  works. 

The  deal  does  not  mean  the 
end  of  cuts,  however.  Around 
LOGO  jobs  have  been  lost  at 
the  group  since  it  embarked 
on  restructuring  last  year, 
and  a provision  of  £25  minion 
for  the  first  six  mnntha  of  the 


year  left  toe  bundling  profit 
figure  little  changed  at 
£U&9  sullian. 

Most  of  the  restructuring 
has  now  been  completed,  al- 
though there  is  a further 
£i7  million  of  last  year’s 
£55  million  of  provision  to  uti- 
lise and  tile  group  m«dn  it 
dear  yesterday  that  there  will 
be  further  job  losses. 

But  the  restructuring  was 
credited  with  doubling  the 
profits  of  the  heating  division 
to  £18  million  and  the  group 
expects  to  achieve  amnia! 
cost  savings  of  about  £30  mil- 
lion. The  trading  outlook  is 
also  improving. 

Mr  McKenzie  said  riwwanri 
for  toe  foil  year  would  top  the 
2per  cent  predicted  for  the  in- 
dustry and  might  reach  3 per 


cert  Meanwhile,  the  Build- 
ing Material  Producers'  sur- 
vey forecasts  growth  in  con- 
struction output  for  1998. 

But  the  group’s  shares  fell 
on  the  results  as  analysts  de- 
tected shadows  over  the 
group's  overseas  businesses 
— which  buttress  earnings 
during  slumps  in  the  UK. 
They  said  toe  fell  erf  toe  Ma- 
laysian ringgit  and  competi- 
tion in  Chile  would  dampen 
progress. 

Malaysia  has  also  been  a 
problem,  for  the  company  be- 
cause of  capacity  constraints 
caused  by  a delayed  plant 
opening  against  a background 
of  surging  demand. 

The  company  never  fires  on 
all  cylinders.  But  then,  that  is 
why  it  has  so  many  of  them. 
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Millennium 
‘could  cause 
banks  to  crash- 


vm 


Mcbotes  Bannister 


THE  Bank  of  Interna- 
tional Settlements  said 

yesterday  that  banks 
could  collapse  if  they  failed  to 
eradicate  the  ™ninnnium  bug 
from  their  computer  systems. 

And  1CL,  the  British  com- 
puter group.  Issued  a warning 

that  /■mnpnnlpg  had  Only  SiX 

ipnntbs  to  complete  , {dans  to 
upgrade  computer  systems  to 
cope  with  toe  Introduction  of 
the  single  European  cur- 
rency. 

The  BIS,  toe  dub  for  many 
of  the  world’s  central  bank- 
ers, said  that  the  millennium 
problem  was  potentially  the 
biggest  challenge  that  the  fi- 
nancial Industry  bad  ever 

Many  computer  programs 
have  to  be  rewritten  because 
they  Identify  the  year  by  its 
last  two  digits,  making  them 

nrwhln  tn  diStlDgUJlh  between 
1900  and  2000. 

Tbe  BIS  said  failure- to 
address  the  issue  In  time 
-would  cause  bonks  “to  experi- 
ence operational  problems  or 
even  bankruptcy  and  could 
the  disruption  of  finan- 
cial markets”. 

While  leading  banks  and  ex- 
changes were  aware  of  the 
issue  and  ware  trying  to 
resolve  It,  “time  is  running 
out  for  those  institution*  that 
have  not  yet  addressed  the 


4Mb, 

■y 

problem”,  the  BIS  said 
report  , ^ . 

All  banks  must  make  Hfc 
issue  a strategic  priorit&qjM: 
move  at  once  to  upgrade jSr 
replace  "every  automated  sys- 
tem, including  equipment 
with  computer  chips  embed- 
ded inside". 

Geoff  Round,  who  Wa® 
XCL's  internal  European  mon- 
etary union  project,  said  mat 
almost  all  British  companies 
would  be  affected  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  euro,  which 
becomes  legally  hradeatW’on 
January  1, 1999. 

Companies  could  not 
to  put  monetary  union  off' 
back-burner  while  theytwn- 
centra  ted  on  eliminating  the 
ffiiiiwinhim  bug  from  their 
computer  systems,  be  said.  < 
"They  have  to  draw -up 
plans  for  introducing  the  euro 
now,  even  though  some  can 
bold  off  executing  them.  We 
have  to  know  what  people  we 
will  need  to  supply  to  our  cus- 
tomers now  or  we  will  runout 
of  time  to  train  them."  ■ • • 
Even  after  companies  Iden- 
tified tbe  work  to  be  done  and 
carried  it  out,  they  would 
need  three  to  four  months. to 
test  flwir  new  systems;  be 
said.  '•(’ 1 

The  Maastricht  treaty,  eat 
January  l,  2002  as  the  latest 
date  for  introducing  euro 
notes  and  coins,  and  July.l, 
2002  for  withdrawal  of 
national  coins.  1 


NatWest  brings 


in 


cny  Editor 


TBE  struggle  to  restore 
confidence  in  NatWest 
Markets,  the  Investment 
banking  arm  of  National 
Westminster  Rank,  intensi- 
fied yesterday  as  it  moved  to 
strengthen  its  early-warning 
systems  of  internal  control. 

Robert  Croft,  the  42-year-old 
head  of  international  Internal 
audit,  Morgan  Stanley;  r will 
join  NatWest  Markets  as 

global  of  amltt. 

The  . move  comes  a month 
after  foe  group  separated  its 
investment  banking  and 
global  financial  markets  oper- 
ations in  response  to  a 
£90  million  black  hole  in- 
curred on  derivatives  trading 
earlier  this  year. 

The  control  failures 
revealed  by  those  losses,  built 
up  over  two  years,  increased 
speculation  that  a weakened 
hanking  group  could  fell  vic- 
tim to  takeover. 

NatWest  said  yesterday  that 
Mr  Croft  would  report  to  the 


beads  of  NatWest  MarkefsaSd 
Global  Financial  Markets,  tbe 
treasury  and  foreign  exchange 
business  of  the  bank. 

Mr  Croft  will  Ttf!h 
NatWest’s  senior  manage- 
ment team,  which  Is  strug- 
gling to  repair  the  damage  In- 
flicted in  the  options  - mis- 
pricing scandal.  First-half 
results  showed  profits  item 
NatWest  Markets  at  only  a 
quarter  of  their  year-eariter 
levels. 

The  bank's  efforts  fo  shore 
up  confidence  in  NatWest 
Markets  are  aimed  not  only  at 
big  shareholders  but  also  its 
staff,  thousands  of  whom 
have  seen  their  pay  reduced 
following  foe  suspension  of  a 
profit-related  pay  scheme. 
Senior  executives  admitted 
recently  that  there  had  been 
defections  from  foe  invest- 
ment banking  operation. 

NatWest  is  considering  a 
complete  restructuring  of  sal- 
aries at  the  Investment  hank, 
which  is.  expected  to  lead  to 
tbe  creation  of  equity  stakes 
for  staff  in  addition  to  iddl- 
vidual  bonuses.  tuiirfj 
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Bank  warns  against 
deposit  scheme 

HUNDREDS  of  thousands  of  pounds  may  be  at  risk  in  an 
unauthorised  deposft-taktogrscbeme,  toe  Bank  ofitegland  9AM 
yesterday.  The  warning  came  as  the  Bank  announced  high 
court  injunctions  against  a financial  adviser  accused  of  taking 
money  from  the  public  without  having  a banking  licence. 

At  the  centre  ofthe  case  is  PeterJohn  Naylor,  aged  53,  of . .. 
Clnderford.  Gloucestershire,  trading  through  two  companies, 
Naylor  Financial  Services  and  Naylor  Investment  Services, *tf  " 
Westgate  Street  Gloucester.  His  licence  to  give  financial  advice 
has  been  revoked  by  the  Personal  Investment  Authority,  which 
has  been  working  closely  with  the  Bank.  ->  - 

The  Bank  went  to  court  on.  Friday  and  has  been  granted -i 
Injunctions  preventing  Mr  Naylor  or  his  companies  from  ac- 
cepting deposits,  inducing  people  to  make  deposits  and  fixmi 
dlsposingofhis  assets.  Between  10  and  20  clients  are  thought  to 
be  affected.  — Dan  Atkinson 


Rolls  pays  for  engine  faults  - 

ROLLS-ROYCE  has  compensated  Cathay  Pacific,  tbe  HQngKadg 
airline,  for  faults on  engines  that  ledto  a mid-air  emergency  Mat' 
April,  the  airline  said  yesterday.  The  fault  occurred  In  a step-  - 
aside  gearbox  on  the Trent TOO  engine  which,  powers  Cathay's 
A330jets. 

The  gearbox  fe  supplied  by  Hlspano-Sulza,  and  Rolls  Is  now  ' 

un<terstoodtobeseeldngcoinpmsationofitsownfromitssu»- 

plier.  None  cf  the  partiesrevealed  the  level  of  compensation, 
though  Cafoay  said  in  June  ft  would  seek  HK?i  50  mDlIcMi 
(£12.2  The  fault  led  to  one  midair  engine  shut-down  In  - 

April,  forcing  a Cafoayfljght  to  make  an  emergency  landing.' 
There were  also  two  incidents  on  the  ground.  But  Rolls,  Its 
Bupflterariri  the  sMing  made  modifications  to  foo  eomponarf-janri 
refitted  the  Cathay  fleet  wifota  10  days.  — Simon  Beads  . .. 


£3 1m  cut  in  phone  bills 

BrttlshTetecam  is  to  cot the  cost  of off-peak  national  weekday-" 
calls  by  in  per  cent  from  tbe  b^hmingof  October  to  a move  which 
wm  save  rastomera  an  estimated  £31  million.  Under  Its  new  price 
regime.  BT  Is  committed  to  cutting  foe  cost  of  calls  to  the  bulk  cf 
its  residential  customers  by  £45  million  during  tbe  year  frota.T  ^ 
August  ABT  spokesman  said  that  only  £12  mimonof  foe  £31.  a 
million  savings  announced  yesterday  ^ would  count  towards  foe 
£45  mffiJon.it  Is  also  passing  onto  customers  a £35  mittkm  *’ 
reduction  infoe  cost  of  calls  to^ Vodafoneand  Celine  phones..^ 
during  toe  day.  — NkhcdasBannister  { 




Safety  first  offshore 

OFFSHORE  ofl  and  gas  company  leaders,  representing  more  thai) 
100  companies,  yesterday  launched  a campaign  to  Improve  the  t 


tog  ccanpanles.  drillers  and  other  contractarapromlsingtoi 
nate  all  deaths  and  cut  by  half  the 400 injuries  suffered Dyworfce& 
last  year.The  unpceoedentedmovehy  foe  three  Industry  organise* 
tkms— which  have  in  recent  years  had  to  implement  the  48'  " ' 
recommendations  of  the  Cullen  report  bn  safety  in  foe^ waka  of  to® 
Piper  Alpha  tragedy — will  include  activities  which  aim  to 
establish  safety  performance  contracts,  spread  best  practice,  cre-^ 
ate  common  standards  of  reporting  "beyond  legal  requinDents  and 
improve  Induction  for  new  employees.  — Celia  Weston 
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Rugby  Union 

High  tiijiie 
the  RFU 
brought  its 
open  side 
into  play 


SPORTS  NEWS  13 


^ertAimbmig 

bemoans  the  silence 
oy&rthe  new  coach 


SO  much  for  the 
vaunted  “openness" 
of  whidh  Cliff  Brittle, 
Fran  Cotton  and  oilier 
-members  of  the  Reform 
Group  made  great  play  when 
they  were  put  in  power  by  a 
hefty  majority  at  the  Rugby 
Eootban  Union’s  annual  meet- 
ing in  July. 

1 As- the  rugby  season  embers 
-its  fourth  week  the  s Hence 
emanating  from  Twickenham 
over  the  non-appointment  of  a 
new.  - .England  coach  to  suc- 
ceed Jack  Rowell  has  jawimw 
positively  deafening.  The 
RFU?s  own  self-imposed  dead- 
line .---for  the  announcement 
came  and  went  11  days  ago 
without  a hint  of  apology  to 
the  rudderless  England 
squad.  Since  then  Twicken- 
ham's only  action  has  been  to 
ban -members  of  the  National 
Playing  Committee  from  talk- 1 
mg  about  the  vacancy  to  the 
media. 

Instead  of  proceeding 
smoothly  to  appoint  a new 
coach  or  perhaps  renew 
Rowell's  contract  which  ex- 


pired on  August  31  the  RFU 
has  shown  a rare  •fa*T»»wt  for 
crass  public  relations. 

One  current  England  inter- 
national summed  the  situa- 
tion up  neatly:  “We  have  the 
toughest  pre-Christmas  pro- 
gramme of  Tests  against  the 
southern  hemisphere  nati^nw 
that  anyone  can  remember, 

yet  no  One  is  t»  Tiring  to  any  of 

us  about  our  build-up. 

“Normally  we  would  have 
had  one  or  two  major  squad 
sessions  under  our  by 
now.  Instead  you  would  think 
professionalism  had  never 
happened.  The  lack  of  activity 
is  very  worrying.’’ 

dive  Woodward,  the  man 
Twickenham  fanrud  to 
they  were  given  the  thumbs 
down  by  Graham  Henry  of 
Auckland,  Tan  McGeeChan  ct 
Northampton  and  Rowell, 
who  resigned  “to  puisne  busi- 
ness interests”,  baa  managed 
to  get  up  the  noses  of  his  pro- 
spective employers.  He  wants 
to  nominate  his  own  coaching 
and  back-room  staff  as  well  as 
having  a free  hand  to  pick  the 
England  team. 

The  National  Playing  Com- 
mittee, which  includes  Cotton 
and  his  old  England  colleague 
BUI  Beaumont  as  vice-chair- 
man and  chairman  respec- 
tively, looks  at  things  a bit 
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, The  fanner  England  kiJutoSAM 

■*»#*««  tmwmEflghnti  nwudtMi|M 

oaac*  before  tf»«a  orgndand *MtSbr 

. *e  of  Dh*  Beet  end  raw  re*Mac4  toil*  <yn  ita 

« *****  the  m»  Twibkenheni 

want  to  form  a tooan»tea£tal 

tnenegeatooeoh  cfeafrepod  : . 

• "dreariHkJwi’wdh  TVAtfraStaBtotaw 

C8v«  Vtfoodamd  iwwiKatipMKfrraft, 


The  action...  so  far  ^ ^ ^ 


warere*  me  Hfctwd  H0.  who  has  etpned  a et» 
yaarocrentatahFMnuoaaiar.  doctoral  ha  womM 

onfrfaeB'e—Ma  fcrlhelobof  eialilartnnatfi 

and. 

taped  XT.  Uaaka  tram  Ita  RFU  oonftnn  «m 

Wbodnmd  Brand  Bob  Smfth  of  Wrepe,  nofHB,  ea 
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fl#  Aoper  USfey  ee  England  manager. 

Aaaaet  XX  CUT  Bntda  hnpoeee  a gag  on 
mambam  of  da  National  Playing  ComnAteewho 
prepare  fur  me  unueual  aotpertenoa  of  taykia'toa 


differently.  Forgetting  the 
matter  of  whether  Beau- 
mont's years  on.  the  BBC’s  A 
Question  of  Sport  qualify  him 
to  pick  the  next  England 
coach,  the  committee  takes 
the  view  that  all  coaching  ap- 
pointments fall  within  its 
remit 

For  instance  it  favours 
Gloucester’s  Richard  HD1  as 
Woodward’s  assistant  while 
Woodward  wants  Rob  Smith 
of  Wasps,  his  right-band  man 
on  a recent  England  Under-2l 
tour  of  Australia. 

Those  luminaries  an  the . 


committee  who  assumed  that 
Woodward  would  value  their 
experience  and  expertise 
were  sadly  mistaken.  The  for- 1 
mer  England  centre  who  now 
coaches  Bath  part-time  has 
made  it  rfmw  that  as  EnglnwH 
coach  he  would  expect  to  be 
the  boss  In  playing  and  coach- 
ing matters  "because  it  would 
be  my  neck  on  the  block  if 
things  went  wrong”.  T.ita* 
Rowell,  Woodward  does  not 
suffer  fools  gladly. 

It  remains  opens  to  doubt 
whether  Woodward,  a suc- 
cessful businessman  who  be- 


lieves England  need  a busi- 
nesslike WMwmanil  Structure, 
wm  step  into  Rowers  shoes. 

. The  (rtflimntln)  Cotton  hag 
Insisted  the  job  should  be  fUB- 

fima  “Jo  mpa*  tha  il»wianH«  rf 

professionalism”,  yet  Wood- 
ward publicly  speculated 
whether  he  could  be  usefully 
employed  as  coach  for  more 
than  30  hours  a week.  In  any 
case  Woodward  is  determined 
to  fliM  hia  rawhing  commit- 
ments with  Bath,  at  least 
until  the  New  Tear. 

Some  members  of  the  com- 
mittee are  privately  disen- 


chanted with  Woodward. 

rampTatwi^p  jn  one  cage  that 

“he  has  no  track  record  of 
achievement”,  but  the  prob- 
lem they  frtce  Is  the  lack  of 
alternative  candidates  not  al- 
ready under  contract. 

The  Job  Is  widely  perceived 
as  a hot  potato  which  anyone 
with  healthy  survival  in- 
stincts would  agree  to  handle 
at  his  peril  The  lnmwiwg 
threat  of  New  Zealand.  Aus- 
tralia and  South  Africa  to  an 
ill-prepared  England  team 
must  give  even  Woodward 
pause  fbr  thought 


Ever  since  Cotton,  this 
summer's  triumphant  i .(«*«« 
manager,  publicly  rubbished 
Rowell  for  alleged  failures  in 
bis  team  selection  «nrf  man- 
management  skin*,  would-be 
candidates  will  have  been 
wondering  whether  they 
would  be  allowed  to  get  on 
with  the  job  and  run  the 
squad  without  interference. 

As  a former  England  coach 
remarked:  “Fran  sent  out  a 
signal  that  selection  or  the 
England  team  would  in  future 
require  the  tacit  approval  of 
his  committee.  What  other  i 


conclusion  can  you  draw?1' 

Meanwhile  the  shambolic 
lack  of  communication  be- 
tween the  RFU  and  England's 
elite  players,  some  of  whom 
suspect  they  may  shortly  be- 
come surplus  to  require- 
ments. must  be  helping  to  put 
a smile  on  southern  hemi- 
sphere faces.  Strategies  for 
success  against  the  world’s 
leading  nations  can  be  no 
more  than  a gleam  in  Wood- 
ward's eye.  if  that. 

It  is  high  time  the  players 
gave  Twickenham  a loud 
wake-up  call. 


Racing 


Leicester  Jackpot  card 


Lingfield  runners  and  riders 


Speed  nears 
Leger  leaders 


TfrnyPaley 



JHKURTEEN  horses  have 
■■  ■'-been  left  In  Saturday’s 
ir-wFertemps  St  Leger  at 
Doncaster  for  what  premises 
to  be  one  of  the  most  competl- 
tivti' renewals  ifr  recent  years 
af  the  season’s  fbmi  Clssirfc. 

Great  Vdtigeur  Stakes  first 
■and  second  Stowaway  and  Sil- 
^verJPatnarch  are  stifl.  the  cur- 
rent market  leaders  but  those 
who  took  the  miserly  odds  of- 
ferbd  by  the  Tote  immediately 
.after . their  York  battle  last 
month  of  5-2  and  2-1  respec- 
tively wifl  be  feeling  sorry  for 
themselves  as  3-1  is  now 
available  about  both  with 
Coral 

l'J  Connections  are  very  hope- 
. flil. that  Epsom  Derby  second 
Silver  Patriarch,  who  was 
thought  Just  In  need  of  the 
putlog  on  thg  Khavesmire, 
canj’everse  pladngs  with  the 
Godolphin  runner  and.  a big- 
ger danger  may  prove  to  be 
the  French  challenger  Verti- 
cal Speed,  now  best-priced  4-1  j 
at  the  Tote.  - - 

Andrf  Fabre.  who  recoin* 
mended  Daniel  WEdenstein 
pay  the  £18,000  to  supplement 
his  unbeaten  colt,- has  an  out- 
standing record  with  his 
Group-race  runners  here  and 
both  trainer  and  owner  have 

been  making  nfwifhtont  nniaas 
in  the  past  week.  . 

Godolphin  have  confirmed 
they  plan  to  run.  Haltarra  as 
well  as  Stowaway,  while 
Sheikh  Mohammed  — suc- 
cessful with  Shantou  12 
months  ago  — Has  both  wing 
Sound  and  Crown  Of  Light 
left  in  the  race. 

The  Sheikh’s  racing  man- 
ager, Anthony  Stroud,  said; 
■“Cro  wn  of  Light  Is  a definite 


runner  anything  hap- 

pens in  the  interim.  King 
Sound  will  run  if  file  ground 
is  reasonable.” 

Ladbrokes  dipped  Henry 
Cedi’s  Besiege  from  14s  to 
ll-l  following  reports  of  a 
good  Workoat^at- Warren 
Place  at  the'  weekend  but  the 
firm  were  by  feu  the  biggest 
about  the  Rainbow  Quest  edit 
who  has  not  been  seal  since 
April  when  he  reportedly 
broke  a bone  in  a hind  Joint  in 
the  Sandown  Classic  TrfaL 
The  King  George  VI  ft 
Queen  Elizabeth  Diamond 
Stakes  winner  Swain  is  likdy 
to  have  a prep  race  at  either 
Goodwood  on  Saturday  in  the 
Group  Three  Westminster 
Taxi  insurance  Select.  Stakes 
or  at  Newbury  next  Thursday 
before  a tilt  at  the  Prix  de 
1’Arc  de  Triomphe,  for  which 
be  is  5-1  With  mil's.  - 
last  year’s  Arc  winner  Be- 
lissio  will  have  a new  Jockey 
when  he  bids  for  a repeat  win 
next  month  after  owner  Enri- 
que Sarasota's  racing  man- 
ager, Bruno  Ridoux,  admitted 
that  a replacement  for  Cash 

Asmussen  was  being  sought 
“It  is  felt  that  Cash  and  He- 
liaain  aren't  suited  to  each 
other  and  hence  the  reason 
for  the  decision  to  end  the 
partnership.  The  search  is  cm 
for  a new  rider.  However,  we 
can’t  say  at  this  point  in  time 
who  the  rider  In  question  will 
be,”  stated  Ridoux 
Frankie  Dettori,  back  from 
a five-day  ban,  was  quick  off 
the  mark  at  Bath  yesterday 
when  scoring  on  the  10-1  shot 
Jaseur  In  the  Letheby  & 
Christopher . Maiden  Handi- 
cap. Dettori  Is  now  Just  two 
behind  Kifiren  Fallen  in  the 
jockeys’  championship  race 
with  the  score  an  132-130. 
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Rambling  Bear  the  class  act 


a day  frill  of  big  fields 

Ubf  ordinary  handicap' 

...r-v.'  pers  most  discerning  punt- 

'.  ore  will  focus  on  the  intav 

V;a’  e sting  maiden  races  for 

‘s'-  pointers  to  the  future, 

unites  Tony  Palsy-  . 

Henry  Cedi's  Jibe  (2J0), 

• expected  to  take  high  rank 

1 among  ihe  juvenile  ‘ filile* 

, at  Warren  Place,  ran  prom- 

, . !<'■  i aingty  when  fourth  to  Ashr 

• K*'  raakat  at  Newmarket  on 

...  her  debut  last  month  and 

p "‘ > should  open  her  account  In 

■ . •■u;. : -the  Nutficld  Maiden  fillies’ 

*-v>  Stakes  at  lingfield. 

RamMtog  Bear  (4.45)  is 
napped  to  regain  winning 
jj,  ways  now  he  is  dropped  in 


riaM  for  1±te  most  valuable 
race  of  - the  day,  the 
Prestwold  Conditions 
Stakes  at  Leicester. 

Michael  Blanshard’s 
smart  sprinter  - has  been 
performing  creditably  in 
much  tougher  company 
than  this  of  late  and  has  tins 
best  overall  form  in  the 
field  having  won  the  Group 
Three  King  George  Stakes 
at  the  Glorious  Goodwood 
meeting  last  year 

The  selection  has  finished 
in  front  of  main  danger 
Brave  Edge  cm  aU  four  oc- 
casions thay  have  raced 
against  each  -other  In  the 
last  two  seasons. 
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Football 


Seaman  on 
the  bridge 
for  Hoddie 


David  Lacey  cxi  the 

choice  of  a keeper 
to  captain  England 

WHEN  a leading  sea- 
man suddenly 
finds  himself  pro- 
moted to  captain  it 
usually  means  that  the  bridge 
taken  a hit  and  the  ship  is 
sinking.  David  Seaman,  the 
Arsenal  and  England  goal- 
keeper, is  a somewhat  differ- 
ent case. 

England’s  chances  of  quali- 
fying for  the  1998  World  Cup 
were  always  likely  to  remain 
buoyant  after  tomorrow 
night's  encounter  with  Mol- 
dova at  Wembley,  whoever 
wore  the  armband.  But,  hav- 
ing run  short  of  captains, 
Glenn  Hoddie  has  given  Sea- 
man the  job  to  ensure  that  a 
proper  degree  of  gra vitas  is 
added  to  a match  being  played 
only  four  days  after  the  fu- 
neral of  Diana,  Princess  of 
Wales. 

Nobody  is  sure  what  the 
mood  of  a capacity  crowd  of 
75,000  will  be.  Elton  John’s 
adaptation  of  Candle  In  The 
Wind  might  have  been  perfect 
for  Westminster  Abbey  on 
Saturday  but  playing  it  again 
tomorrow  evening,  which  is 
one  of  the  ideas  under  consid- 
eration, could  prove 
mawkish. 

So  Hoddie  has  made  the  33- 
year-old  Seaman  his  fifth  cap- 
tain since  he  took  over'  the 
squad  in  the  hope  that,  from 
the  players'  standpoint  all 
the  emotional  eventualities 
will  be  kept  under  control 
Not  that  Seaman's  powers  of 
leadership  should  be  greatly 
tested  during  the  game. 

Hoddie  explained  yesterday 
that  once  Teddy  Sheringham 
had  withdrawn  from  the 
squad  with  two  cracked  ribs 
Seaman  was  the  only  candi- 


date for  the  amwjff  occasion. 
Gareth  Southgate  may  find 
that  surprising  and  the 
thought  that  Aston  VSla's 
new  captain  might  he 
replaced  in  central  defence  by 

Gary  PalUster,  whose  back 
was  playing  him  up  again  yes- 
terday, is  a little  worrying. 

Nevertheless  the 
coach  was  adamant  tyt  de- 
spite his  earlier  reservations 
about  making  goalkeepers 
captain,  Seaman  was  ideal  for 

this  particular  Job.  He  was 
widely  respected,  was  a good 
talker  on  the  pitch  and  had  an 
MBEtoboot 

“David  suits  the  occasion," 
Hoddie  explained,  "and  I 
don’t  think  anyone  can  say  he 
doesn't  Character  comes  into 
it  He’s  a smashing  lad  and  he 

always  sees  the  bright  side  of 
things  [garryowens  from 
Nayirn  presumably  excepted] 

Tm  not  sure  what  it’s  go- 
ing to  be  like  on  Wednesday 
but  you  need  a strong  captain 
and  I*m  100  per  cent  sure  that 
David  is  going  to  deal  with  an 
the  things  that  might  come  up 
before  the  game  as  well  as 
during  it" 

Seaman  signed  the  book  of 
condolence  at  Harrods  last 
Friday  night  before  mingling 
with  the  crowds  laying  flow- 
ers outside  Kensington  Pal- 
ace. "You  saw  what  it  meant 
to  everybody,”  he  said.  “A  lot 
of  people  recognised  me  but 
not  one  person  bothered  me 
for  an  autograph.” 

Seaman,  who  lost  a dose 
relative  a month  ago,  seemed 
genuinely  surprised  at  being 
given  the  captaincy,  even  if  it 
was  for  the  one  match.  "To 
tell  you  the  truth  it  never 
entered  my  head,”  he  raid. 
"There  have  been  so  many 
captains  before  me  while  I*ve 
been  in  the  squad.  Circum- 
stances have  led  to  the  chance 
coming  my  way.  Tm  one  of 
the  luckiest  guys  around.” 

Not  that  Seaman  expects  to 


Man  in  charge Seaman  shows  his  authority  in  training  at  Bisham  Abbey  yesterday  photograph:  laVvrsqc£  Griffiths 


behave  any  differently  once 
the  match  has  started.  “I 
won't  be  shouting  any  more 
than  usual.”  he  said.  Tm  not 
one  who  goes  ranting  and  rav- 
ing after  a goal  goes  in.  Hope- 
fully I won't  have  to  do  much 
shouting  because  most  of  the 
play  win  be  at  the  other  end.” 


With  Paul  luce  returning 
from  World  Cup  suspension, 
Swwnan  will  relinquish  the 
armband  for  the  match 
against  Italy  in  Rome  in  a 
month’s  time.  But  another 
goalkeeper,  Frank  Swift,  was 
captain  when  England  won 
memorably  4-0  in  Turin  in 


1948  and  Italy's  Dina  Zoff  held 
aloft  the  World  Cup  In  Spain 
in  1982. 

Seaman  has  been  captain  at 
Queens  Paris  Rangers  and 
Arsenal  He  will,  however,  be 
only  the  fourth  goalkeeper  to 
captain  FjigTnmi  since  the 
second  world  war.  The  others 


are  Swift,  Ray  demence  and 
Peter  Shilton. 

raoLANo  u hoar-si  (v  Moldova. 

European  CJiamploftthJp  quail  Hu  r at 
Wycombe  tonight):  Wright  itpawlch): 
(tanPi  (Chatcaa).  EWbeny  (Chokes). 
Sohwaoa  (Aston  VUTa).  M (Coventry!. 
Msmhy  (Liverpool).  K Dyer  (Ipswich). 
Ottawa  (OPRL  — nrar  (Laeda).  H— ta 
(Araapal).  ■ Djwr  (Crystal  Pataca). 
Substitute*  to  ba  annoonoad. 


Benefits  for  all  in  Scottish  breakaway 


Patrick  denn  and  Ian  King  on  the  peed  to  woo  the  smaller  dubs 
as  the  blueprint  for  English-style  Premier  League  is  laid  on  the  table 


SCOTLAND’S  10  lead- 
ing clubs,  who  yester- 
day declared  their  in- 
tention to  break  away 
to  form  their  own  Premier 
League  along  English  lines 
next  season,  claim  the  move 
win  have  a positive  knock-on 
effect  for  the  teams  they  leave 
behind. 

A package  of  measures  en- 
suring that  the  lower  clubs 
remaining  in  the  Scottish 
League  will  be  better  off  fi- 
nancially in  future  is  to  be 
presented  at  the  same  time  as 
the  official  announcement  of 
the  parting  of  the  ways  Is 
made  in  Glasgow  today. 

The  smaller  clubs  receive 
so  little  money  from  the  pres- 
ent television  and  sponsor- 
ship deals — in  many  cases  as 
little  annually  as  £50,000- 
£60,000  — that  the  Premier 
League  clubs  are  confident 
that  they  would  have  little  dif- 
ficulty in  improving  their  lot 
The  chairman  of  Hibernian, 
Lex  Gold,  the  spokesman  for 
the  group,  said  that  “our  pro- 
posals will  benefit  the  whole 
of  Scottish  football  and  not 
just  the  top  10”. 

However,  if  the  transition 


is  to  go  smoothly,  and  without 
recourse  to  legal  procedures, 
the  leading  clubs  know  they 
will  have  to  woo  the  middle 
and  lower  orders. ; 

The  major  obstacle  to  the 
planned  secession  Is  Role  51 
of  the  Scottish  Football 
League,  which  states  that  the 
players  of  any  dub  resigning 
their  membership  wDl  auto- 
matically become  the  prop- 
erty of  the  League,  to  he  sold 
at  a price  set  by  the 
authorities. 

That  rule,  however,  can  be 
amended,  or  even  abolished. 


by  a two-thirds  majority  vote 
at  a general  meeting.  There 
are  78  votes  at  thie  League  and 
the  Premier  Division  already 
bolds  40.  requiring  a further 
12  from  the  lower  divisions. 

At  this  early  stage  there  is 
unlikely  to  he  impulsive 
resistance  from  that  direc- 
tion. Bill  Hunter,  chairman  of 
Livingstone,  said:  "They  are 
saying  this  will  benefit  all  of 
us.  Only  a fool  would  not 
enter  dialogue  and  make  Judg- 
ments based  on  current 
information. 

‘The  other  30  dobs  in  the 
League  have  had  meetings  of 


ourbwq  and  we've  seen  some 
of  the  benefits  that  have  perco- 
lated down  to  smaller  dubs  in 
England.  If  that  were  to  hap- 
pen here  on  a pro  rate  basis, 
we  would  have  to  take  notice.” 

The  League’s  Rule  21  also 
states  that  the  clubs  should 
give  prior  written  notice  of  at 
least  two  full  seasons  of  their 
intention  to  resign,  unless 
they  receive  the  written  con- 
sent of  the  management  com- 
mittee to  go  earlier. 

That  committee  comprises 
five  representatives  from  the 


The  proposals 


1 Premier  League  of  10  dubs 
who  will  secede  from  the 
Scottish  Football  League  and 
operate  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Scottish  Football 
Association. 

2 Break  from  the  League  to  be 
effected  at  the  end  of  the  current 
season. 

3 Promotion  and  relegation  on  a 
one-up,  one-down  basis. 

4 Autonomy  for  the  top  10 
ckibs,  with  the  power  to 
negotiate  their  own  television 
and  sponsorship  deals. 


Premier  Division  and  five 
from  the  other  three  div- 
isions, with  the  chairman, 
Doug  Smith  of  Dundee 
United,  having  a casting  vote. 

, The  letters  of  resignation 
are  . already  at  League  head- 
quarters and  it  is  expected 
that  the  proposed  secession 
will  be  endorsed  when  the 
committee  meet  on  Thursday 
week.  There  seems  little 
doubt,  either,  that  the  10 
dubs  will  be  granted  Scottish 
FA  membership,  although 
Jim  Farry,  the  chief  execu- 
tive said:  "We  have  had  no 
formal  contact  on  this  matter 
from  any  of  our  members.” 

At  the  core  of  the  break- 
away, which  win  see  the  ere- 


5 Future  relegated  dubs  to  be 
‘looked  after”  for  some  time  after 
dropping  out  of  the  top  league, 
with  payments  sfrnBar  to  those  in 
the  efite  10.  This  operates  In 
England  and  helps  ensure  the  gap 
between  dubs  ooming  up  and 
those  already  In  the  Premier 
League  is  not  too  wide. 

6 Estimated  income  of  around 
five  times  the  present  level, 
thanks  mainly  to  new  television 
deals  negotiated  when  current 
agreements  expire  at  end  of  this 


ation  of  an  .autonomous  Pre- 
mier League  under  the  um- 
brella of  the  SFA,  is  the  con- 
viction, especially  at  Rangers 
and  Celtic,  that  the  right  to 
negotiate  their  own  television 
and.  sponsorship  deals  win 
bring  Increased  prosperity. 

The  television  agreements 
in  place  with  BSkyB.  the  BBC 
and  Scottish  television  are  an 
due  to  expire  at  the  end  of  this 
season,  when  the  leading 
clubs  expect  to  effect  their 
breakaway.  The  present  con- 
tracts amount  to  a total  of  £12 
million  over  four  years  and 
the  leading  clubs  believe  they 
can  sell  more  games  and  in- 
crease revenue  five-fold. 

However,  the  Scottish 
Media  Group,  owners  of  the 
ITV  broadcasters  Scottish 
and  Grampian,  warned  that 
the  dubs  would  be  deluding 
themselves  if  they  thought  a 
breakaway  Premier  League 
would  be  as  lucrative  as  its 
English  equivalent 

Scottish  Media’s  managing 


director  Andrew  Flanagan 
said  that,  while  highlights 


from  the  English  Premiership 
had  proved  popular  with  Scot- 
tish viewers,  it  was  dear  that 
Scottish  football  was  not  as 
closely  followed  in  England, 
which  meant  BSkyB  would  al- 
ways  have  “a  problem”  with 
the  way  Scottish  football’s 


television  rights  were  sold 
outside  Scotland. 

Rick  Parry,  the  man  behind 
the  Premiership  bonanza  in 
F.n gland,  said  that  the  move 
In.  Scotland  should,  not  be 
seen  as  a prelude  to  the  emer- 
gence of  a British  League, 
funded  by  television  revenue. 
Parry,  now  chief  executive 
designate  at  Liverpool,  said: 
"The  reasons  put  forward  In 
the  past  against  a British 
League  are  that  it  would  af- 
fect the  separate  identity  of 
the  home  nations,  the  number 
of  international  teams  we 
have  in  Great  Britain  and  the 
number  of  dubs  that  can 
take  part  in  European 
competitions.” 

The  leading  Scottish  dubs 
attempted  a similar  coup  six 
years  ago,  calling  themselves 
the  Super  League,  but  Celtic, 
then  controlled  by  a different 
board,  had  a last-minute 
change  of  heart  and  the  move- 
ment collapsed. 

But  Peter  Donald,  the  Scot- 
tish League  secretary,  admit- 
ted that  the  latest  move  has 
much  more  substance.  "It 
seems  that  those  involved  have 
put  more  into  it  this  time.”  he 
said.  "They  certainly  are  more 
aware  of  the  obstacle  pre- 
sented by  Rule  51,  for  example, 
and  Tm  sure  they  will  have 
taken  good  advice.” 


Cricket 


Write  out  in 
impasse  af 
Headingley 


David  Hopps 


THE  owners  of  Hea- 
dingley yesterday 
Issued  High  .Court 
writs  against  York-, 
shire  County  Cricket  dub, 
claiming,  damages  of  more 

than  £17  . mfOion,  ' as  they 

stepped  up  a campaign  to 
block  the  county's  proposed 
move  to  a purpose-built  sta- 
dium at  Durkar,  near 
Wakefield. 

The  claim,  made  against  six 
Yorkshire  officials  and  Wake- 
field District  . Council,  leaves 
the  county's  8,500  members 
potentially  liable  for  more 
than-  £2,000  each  and  will 
heighten  demands  for  a solu- 
tion to  an  increasingly  de- 
structive dispute.  . . 

An  tajnwrtinn  has  also  been 
sought  to  prevent  Yorkshire 
ftuther  advocating  the  aban- 
donment of  a ground  that  has 
become  Increasingly  ill- 
equipped  to  satisfy  present- 
day  demands. 

In.  a farther  attempt  to  break 
the  impasse  David  Blunkett, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Edu- 
cation whose  constituency  is 
in  Sheffield,  was  lobbied  by 
Headingley  official*  when  he 
visited  the  ground  during  last 
week's  match  against 
Worcestershire. 

Paul  Caddick,  the  property 
developer  who  became  chair- 
man of  Headlngley’s  parent 
Leeds  Cricket,  Football  and 
Athletic  Company  less  than  a 
year  ago,  has  been  infuriated 
by  Yorkshire's  unbending 
refusal  to  reopen  negotia- 
tions. Even  Caddick's  clev- 
erly stage-managed  an- 
nouncement of  a much- 
needed  £32  million 
redevelopment  launched  dur- 
ing this  summer's  Headingley 
Test,  failed  to  embarrass 
Yorkshire  into  any  response. 

A spokesperson  for  Read 
Hind  Stewart  solicitors  for 


Leeds  CF  & AC,  said  last 
night:  ‘'Headlnfiley’s  owners 
regret  the  need  to  resort  to 
legal  proceedings  but  rork- 
shire  have  refused  to  throw 
their  weight  behind  the.  rede- 
velopment or  Headingley.  *■ 

“The  company  is  obliged  to 
take  these  steps  not  only  to 
protect  Its  commercial  Inter- 
ests but  also  to  preserve  Hea- 
din  Bley’s  status  as  a Test  and 
international  cricket  venue 
for  the  foreseeable  future.”- 

.Prominent  among  those 
being  sued  are  Sir  Lawrence 
Byfbrd,  a former  chief  consta- 
ble of  Lincolnshire,  who -has 
made  the  move  to  Durkar  a 
crusade  since  assuming  the 
Yorkshire  presidency  six  years 
ago;  the  chief  executive  Chris 
Hassell,  who  is  rumoured  to  be 
seeking  alternative  employ- 
ment, arid  the  club's  treasurer 
Peter  Townend.  Three  former 
trustees  have  been  served  with 
writs  — David  Welch,  a former 
treasurer,  and  two  former  gen- 
eral committeemen,  Arthur 
Connell  and  Michael 
Crawford. 

The  writ  contends  that.by 
seeking  to  break  the  terms  of 
their  Headingley  lease,  which 
has  84  years  to  run.  Yorkshire 
have  broken  their  commit- 
ment to  maintain  county 
cricket  at  Headingley.  Il-for- 
ther  rlafana  that  it  was  ".im- 
plied” in  an  agreement  to  the 
Iqaqe  that  Yorkshire  would 
"use  its  best  endeavours  to 
ensure  the  continuance1  of 
first-class  and  Test-match 
cricket  at  Headingley.” 

Both  Durkar  and  a regener- 
ated Headingley  are  heavily 
reliant  upon  Lottery  funding 
if  their  ambitions  are  to  be 
realised  but  while  file  dis- 
pute continues,  the  Sports 
Council  has  refused  to  make 

any  wtammuirfaHoM. 

• Mark  Taylor  says  he  in- 
tends to  continue  playing  In- 
ternational cricket  and  wants 
to  remain  captain  of  Australia. 


Battle  plan  of  Montgomerie 
brings  downfall  of  Durham 


RICHARD  Montgomerie 
saved  his  best  Sunday 
League  performance  for  a 
Monday  as  Northampton- 
shire beat  Durham  by  five 
wickets  with  an  over  to 
spareyesterday.  __ 
Montgomerie- took  the 
game  by  the  scruff  of  the 
neck  with  an  unbeaten  86 
off  113  balls.  He  was  joined 
in  an  unbroken  stand  of  68 
by  TTm  Walton,  who  made 
41  not  out,  which  came  in  a 
10-over  spell  to  secure  a 
hard-earned  victory . 

Northants  had  made  a le- 
thargic start,  allowing  Dur- 
ham to  reach  185  for  six  be- 
fore ponderously  setting  off 
in  reply.  The  Durham  cap- 
tain David  Boon  hit  an  un- 
beaten 54  off  70  balls  and 
he  held  Durham  together 
after  a second-wicket  stand 
of  52  between  Stewart  Hut- 
ton, who  made  30,  and  Mar- 
tin Speight,  who  made  26. 

Northants  needed  49  from 
their  final  seven  overs  but 
Walton  ensured  that  the 
balance  of  the  match  tilted 
towards  the  home  side  with 
successive  fours  off  Alan 
Walker..  When  he  dis- 
patched the  same  bowler  to 
the  boundary  in  the  37th 
over,  and  was  then  dropped 
by  John  Wood  off  Neil  Kil- 
leen in  the  next,  Durham 
knew  their  chance  of  a first 


away  win  of  any  descrip- 
tion since  August  1995  — 
which  also  came  at  North- 
ampton — had  gone. 

The  game  been  due  to 
be  played  on  the  day  of  the 
death  of  Diana,  Princess  of 
Wales.  The  match  was-post- 
poned  in  deference  to  her 
brother  Earl  Spencer,  the 
Northants  patron.  1 ’a 

MCmnMHVTONSHXUI  * DURHAM 


- » 
.1  30 


8 

1 

IS 


Total  (tor  6. 40  owra). 1U 

FMafwMartnia.eo.BB.  136.  ISfl,  161. 
DM  not  bail  N KDIaen.  M J S^ggaca,  A 
wmtar. 

Dowliaw  BlaJn  0-0-40-1;  Taylor 
8-V-38-C;  Curran  5-0-2&-1 ; Swaiui. 
6“®-E9-ft  Panbartfty  7-0-24-1:  R jtaiiiay 

W8_°-  %> 

WOWTH— PTOIMMI Rfl 

R H Momgwnorto  no!  out rtlJ  as 

A L Penbarttiy  b Wood O 

K M Curran  c Lewis  b Killeen -11.  is 

D JO  Sales  c Morris  h Wood a 

■R  J Bau  ay  c Boning  b Saggeia  10 
A Fort  ham  c Speight  b Walker  ........  is 

TCWAIton  notout  .*.....  *1 

Extras  (bftittf.  *3.  nU2) IS 

Total  (tor  6, 38 overs) -lies 

nm  of  okkrtn  T.  20. 41.  73. IIB.iH I 
BM  not  boo  J P Taylor.  C P Swam,  tr  M 
BBeltoy.  JAR  Slain.  llb 


J E-Uorrta  t>  Btato - ..R, 

S Mutton  cT  MB  Ballsy  b Swann.'.!: 

fti  P SpMgnt  b Curran „ 

*D  C Boon  not  out  - 

J J B Lawts  b Panberttiy 

R M S Weston  c T M B Bal  My 

b Swann „ 

J wood  run  out .... :.. 

J Bolling  not  out  - «n 

Extras  (bO.  Ib7t  w3) 


_ Wood  B-0-2S-2;  Killeen  • 

7- 0-31-1;  Boiling  8-0-30-0;  SaggeiV' 
WHS-1;  Boot 3-0-13-0;  Walker 

8- 0-48-1. 

D J Constant  and  R Julian. 

by  tint*  wittkmtm. 


Ravanelli  out  of  picture 
as  Boro  find  ‘right  spirit’ 


IIDDLESBROUGH  seem 
(prepared  to  write  Fabri- 
zio  Ravanelli  out  of  their 
plans  for  the  rest  of  the  sea- 
son. The  players  say  the  at- 
mosphere is  right  without  the 
striker  and  the  manager 
Bryan  Robson  confirmed  yes- 
terday that  Ravanelli  will  not 
be  in  the  squad  for  the  game 
at  Bradford  on  Saturday. 

'Tm  perfectly  happy  with 
the  team  and  the  spirit  at  the 
moment,”  he  said.  ‘1  asked 
Fabrlzio  to  go  back  home  to 
sort  himself  out  mentally. 


otherwise  he's  no  good  to  us. 
There  Is  no  need  to  look  any 
further  at  this  moment” 

Two  22-year-old  midfield- 
ers, Paris  St-Gennain's  Ber- 
nard Allou  and  Sandro  of  Real 
Madrid,  are  spending  a week 
with  Newcastle  with  a view  to 
joining  the  dub. 

Southampton  yesterday 
signed  the  former  England 
midfielder  Kevin  Richardson 
from  Coventry  arid,  BJrafchnm 
snapped  up  the  Norway  cen- 
tral defender  Tore  Pedersen 
from  St  Pauli 
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Results 


Rugby  League 

AUSTRALIAN  SUPBt  LflAOUMl  Oaw 
to  flml  ntoy  »«i  Canberra  32.  PMrttti 
12. 

Golf 

CANADIAN  OPEN  (He  BUWU 
Unfc«  float  — onoa  (US  orrfeoa 
X7B  S jooa*  71 . 68. 67.  OB.  *78  G Norman 
(Aus)  66. 7ft  69. 69.  *77  P Tntauningl  (NZ) 
89.  B7,  72. 89.  STS  D Oflrin  89.  70. 72. 87;  F 
UCMIKT  GB.  72.  68.  70.  278  0 Love  70.  87, 
77.  66;  J Leonard  TO.  70.  SB.  70.  A 80  F 
Alton  (SAJ  89. 88,  Tft  Oft  O Fro*  (6A)  TT, 
89.  71.  BO:  P Stewart  GB.  72.  72,  78.  su  C 
Perry  71.  72.  72. 87:  H Sutton  71,  08, 71. 71. 
280  R zokot  (Can)  71.  71,  68,  73;  B 
Hughes  (Am)  72.  72.  n.  69:  A Rodrtgusz 
73.  71  71.  09;  J D Blake  68.  77.  OB.  OR  B 
McCalHflter  90. 72. 72.  TO;  S Cli*  72. 06. 7S, 
TO;  M Standiy  71,71.71.  TO;  B F&btt  72.  so. 
72.  7ft  S Dunlap  72. 71. 69,  71;  N Henke  71, 
OB.  «,  75.  AtsmZSQ  C Parry  (AUS)  73. 71. 
72.  70.  BST  G Wane  (NZ)  6S.  73.  TO.  67. 
388  0 nertawtn  (Swel  66. 74.  72. 76. 288 
V Singh  (Rp)  72.  71.  74.  72.  s*i  A Me* 
rtch  |9w)  TO.  74,  74. 73. 

O®  LPOA  CHAMPtOHStUP  (Portland.  Or- 
egon): I wfliM  tad  seen*  (US  unleaa 
stated):  208  C Johnson  70.  70. 86. 307  K 
Saw 


B.  72. 66;  L Hackney  (OB)  69. 68.  70. 
■is  9 Strudwfcft  (OB)  IS.  OB,  70. 
>14  H Dooaon  (GB)  67.  75.  72.  SIB  C 
Mamwa  (GB)  74,  71,  7ft  K MvttMH  (GB) 
67.  77,  71.  331  D Raid  (08)  74,  72.  75. 

Tennis 

ATP  ■rmtMATIOtlAL  om  (Bourne- 
IWOUIM):  l%at  maafli  O PaMflfl  (Fr)  W M 
: (ATOI  6-3,  3-8,  6-1;  ■ Maoto- 
bt  w Black  aim)  6*4  3-6.  6-0. 


(Mot)  hi  I Moldovan  (Rom)  d-0. 6-2; 


, „ ------  tSp|  bt  D Lozano  (Bp)  6-2. 4-6. 

J-R  8 Aletraa  (Bp)  bt  J A Marin  (3p)  6-3. 

(Skivmkl  b<  N Lapenffl  (Ecu) 
6-3.  iM  J A Ihh  (8p)  bt  J Chamrin  (Fr) 
©-«.  WJ. 

PSWoeur*.  cup  (Tashfeanq:  n nt( 
(Hub)  bt  N Kkdar  (Gar) 

Inov  (But)  S-4.e-6.fl  MofldWl  M A 
Macftkamov  ii— ■ - 

<US)  bt  3 Campbell  (US)  2-fti-e. 

Baseball 

"“"“"MBWUBi  Btaton  11.  MHwau. 
taj*  Oewwt  *■  **tohalm  0 (16  tons); 
Toronto  4.  Tanas  0;  H V Taiflasa  10.  BaU- 
more  ft-Kwas  Chy  4.  Oakland  ft  hBme- 
BotaB.  Seanta  6:  Clwaland  6.  Cbtayr  WS 

Baffimoro  (waa,  L62.  Pcusa.  oam:  2,  my 

■48*-a®0-  Ctarali  1.  Cleveland  (75-83* 
J4«):  2.  Mllwauke. 


CMcago  WS  (69-73-^86-^.  Weatr  1.  Seat- 
tle (79-84^692-0):  2,  Anaheim  (75-88- 
J24-4 Y.  3.  Texas  (67-7B-.48B-12). 
HATWMIAL  LKAQUflc  Montreal  1.  Phila- 
delphia 2;  CtocmtaU  ft  Pmabwoft  3;  CM- 
c»ga  Cuba  & NY  Mat*  » Colorado  7.  St 
Louts  4;  Los  Angeles  9,  Florida  ft  Son 
Diego  0,  Atlanta  4;  San  Francisco  5.  Hous- 
ton 1.  L ~ ' _ 


1.  Atlanta  (WB9,  L64.  Po.822,  G80),  2.  Hor- 
kta  (83-88-JB9-6):  ft  NY  Meta  (77-84- 
-546-1 1).  O—Htefc  1.  Houston  (72-71- 
■503-0);  Z Flbeburgh  (TO-74-Ae6-aq:  ft  St 
Louis  (66-77-W402-6).  Waati  1,  Loa  Ange- 
les (61-82 -.saa-0);  2.  3 an  Francisco 
(T9— 64-. 962-2);  3.  Colorado  (73-71- 

.sar-aK). 

Cricket  . 

WHM  OOUHTlflfl  CHAMPIOHIMFi 
Pkeafe  I tom  Dawn  216-5  (N  A FoRand 
68,  P M Roebuck  S6no)  and  180-6  dec 
(Patton  5-43).  BeoforttsWra  119-6  and 
251-6  (A  R Roberta  62.  W Lartdna  61). 
Doran  won  on  a higher  run  rata. 

MN  BHK  TROPHYl  FMk  Brian* 

GlouoasteieMra  2B2-6  (M  G N Windows 
96.  HI  Dawson  01.  MJ  attach  50).  Surrey 
285-7  (N  ShahM  78.  B C HolKOBhe  63). 
Surrey  won  by  three  wtetan. 


Cycling 


n 


TOUR  OF  VAMt  Third  ituia  (Louie  to 
Huelva,  ITftSkm):  1.  M Wost  (Ger)  Lotus 
4hr  ZBntln  OTeets  2,  F GukS  (tq.Scrtgno;  ft 
STtartanbenB  (Q«d  US  Postal; «.  M Zanotfl 
. AW:  ft  L Van  Bon  (Nath)  Rabobank;  6. 
Bart*  (Ft)  Casino  alt  sane  time.  Over- 
afl  ttorthgw  1,  L Mlchaafaon  (Don)  TVM 
14hr  limbi  36a«c;  2.  Ouldl  at  laec;  ft  C 
Chlappuccf  (WJAaics  v.  *,  L Jatofatd  (Ft) 
ONCE  ft  6.  a Cause  lerl  (It)  Saeca  at  6.  M 

Baffin  ltt)  RaBn  11. 

equestrianism 

■fTBRNATIOHAL  HOflSfl  T1BAL*  (BRto- 
hffim):  Final  paefllrmer  1.  Archie  Brown  (P 
Muir,  QT)  ftunpts;  2.  Heyday  (B  Davidson, 
US)  50.06;  ft  rang  WllUam  (U  King.  OB) 
0(L2ft  4.  PenyBeHB  Georgs  (L  Law.  oai 
Bft85-  World  mder  BUrinuto  T.  M King 
(SB)  2SlBta;2.MTodd(NZ)26KftAMd>- 
oteto  (NZ)  20ft 

American  Football 

WLt  Adana.  6.  Carolina  ft  BMImm  23. 
Ctodiman  10;  Chicago  2*.  Minnesota  27>. 
Detrou  17.  Tamm  Bay  JW;  indtanapolis  ft 
Nsw  England  si;  Miami  IS,  taneasaas  13 
(oC;  NawOrtsahaft  San  Dtogoat;  ny  Jats 
K.  Buhato  SB i Pittsburgh  W.  WaaWngton 
13:  a Louis  12,  San  Franoseo  1ft  Jackson- 
ville 4ft  NY  QtonB  13:  PNtHMpNa  TO. 
Groan  Bay  ft  Seattle  14,  Denver  3S;  Ari- 
zona 26.  Dallas  22 !Jcp.  r ieiBna_«tand- 

BMMbm  1,  Maxd  (W2.  Lft  Pftz.  PA2S);  2, 
itatEnglaiMr  (2-6-7S-13):  3,  Bufttlo  (l-i- 
«-W).  Caaflrab  1,  JataonvUe  ®-0- 
66-40):  ft  BaJIt  mom  (1-1-60-991;  ft  CtoO’n- 
natl  (1-1-34-44).  Wiitinw  1.  Denver  (9-0- 
M-17):  ft  Son  Otego  (1-1-27-47):  ft 


Kansas  City  (0-1-3-191.  Matt 
•mem  —taw  DMalam  1,  Arizona  (1-1- 
46-46):  ft  Dallas  (1-1-56-33:  ft  NY  Olants 
(1-1-44-67).  OerWrefc  i.  Mnneaota  (2-0- 
61-37):  ft  Tampa  Boy  (2-0-37-23);  ft  De- 
troit (l—t-46-41).  Weeaeww  1.  Carohna 
0-1-19-30);  2.  Sen  FroncHca  (1-1-21-2S); 
ft  St  Louts  (1-1-60-39), 

Hockey 

MrnflunoHAL*  (Terrassa.  Spj;  Spain 
1.  Entfand  ft  Spain  1.  England  L 

WOMAN’S  WORLD  JUNIOR  CUD 


(Seoul):  Ai  England  ft  China  4: 

England  O.  Orrrmany  ft  Australia  ft  Chine 
ft  PM  oraon  Natal  1.  Australia  IS 
ft  Germany  ft  ft  China  ft  4.  England  7. 
.Ora*  fli S Kor  ft  US  ft  Neth  ft  Ukraine  0. 
■Muittiui  (after  tour  matches):  1,  Argen- 
Ona  lft  ft  Mato  3ft  ft  8 Kflr  9. 

Ice  Hockey 

R8NMH  AMD  HKDQflf  COR  Ayr  T. 

Paisley  l;  Bracknell  ft  Stough  3;  Cartflft  4, 

Basingstoke  ft  Manchester  11.  Tsttord  ft 
Peterborough  1.  NoUngHem  7;  Sheffield  4, 
Newcasbe  1, 

AimM  TROPtm  BUKkbum  ft  Kings- 
ton 7:  MurrayHaid  O.  Fife  7. 


Fixtures 


(7 SO  unless  stated) 

Football 

EUROPEAN  U-21  ■ CHAMPIONSHIP! 
1880/98  Q— oryta  anas  Ttoet  Eng- 
land v MoWovb  (7.45).  Qroop  BghtiUmu- 
anla  v Rep  ol  irffiand  (5.0).  ... 
HATKMWIDfl  LflADUE:  IMDMta 
KuddenBeW  v Birmingham  (7 ASK  Port 
Vain  v Stockport  (7.46).  towed  Dtotolom 
Bristol  Rvm  v wataa/t  (746):  Futtwm  v 
PlytlHiHh  PAS);  Or  busby  v York  (7.45); 
Northampton  v Luton  (7.4SJ;-  Oldham  v 
Preston  PAS}.  Third  DMalors  Darlington 
v Swansea;  Exeter  v Card  I It  (7.46): 
Shrawsbuty  v Rochdale  (7-45). 


Host*.-  Dunfermline  v Hearts  (7.45); 
Rangers  v Dundee  Uto  (743). 

OH  VAWCHAU.  COWFCItCNCTO  CnM- 
tenham  v Leek  Tn  7.45H  Denrarv  Yoovir 
IT-46);  Hereford  v F«rr*orougti  (7.46);  Kor- 
to  ring  v Woidng  (7^5). 

OUAHMAM  toSURAWCfl  CW).  PM 
rttaft  Avstey-y  Abingdon  Tn;  Beeing- 
stoke  r DuhtoctK  Bernard  Tn  v WhyttouM 
(7^S)i  Berkhamstad  Tn  v Wolton-6  Her- 
shem  (7.441;  Brachnetl  Tn  v Sutton  Utft 
Bromley  v Bishop's  Startfdrd  PaB);  Cem- 
bertey  Tn  v Klngetonlon:  Cerahetton  * 
KungaiTOni  (7.45);  Cheafttin  v Boroham 
wood;  EnfleuvS  Albans;  Ford  Utdv  Dag 

6 RTO:  Omvesend  8 N v Aylesburyi  Her- 
nm  Bor  v Gammy  ta;  Httffiiln  y Wembley-. 
Uwa  y Ctapton  (T^S);  Maioenhead  v 
Hon*tora;  8ia»nw  Tn  v Hendon:  Thame  urn 
«r  mybrltfge:  TUbury  y Bognor  Regis 


PAS),  Wfvenhoo  To  v Purfleer  17 AS);  Wo- 
ktngham  v Grays  [7 AS);  WortfUrw  v Toot- 
ing a ik  Yeadng  v Heme)  Hempstead. 


Abraton  Tn  v Ahrtncham;  Bamber  Bridge  v 
Leigh  RMh  Barrow  v Accrington  Btanlay; 
BtyBr  Bpaitona  v Lancaster.  Cotwyn  Bay  v 
Chortey,  Friddey  v Boeton  Uto:  apenny- 
moor  vEmtoy.  First  DhMow  Bel  per  Tn  v 
Lincoln  UW;  Congteton  Tn  v Buxton; 
Eaetwood  Tn  v Brahrit  PAc  Orest  Hsr- 
wood  Tn  vFbnriey  Cattle;  Gratns  v Nethar- 
flekt;  Stoetabridga  PS  v Mattock  TrcWhh- 
k«y  Bey  v Ksrrogate  Tm  Wtoan  AJb  v 
Droytodem  WorUngton  v WMtbyTn;  Work- 
top Tn  v Trafford:  Ashton  Uid  v FUrtoft. 
ICS*  IflAflUflr  8—owrt  Dtsttooea  Meriew 
vBartong. 

DR  HAfrmiS  UUUUflfa  PrwtoT  Dte- 

M—  Hodiweir  Tn  v Bromagrove  (7.48). 
Lugs*  Cupi  Pratliwlaary  roanrt, 
mart  lev  Ctoucestar  C -v  Wbston- 
Supar-MarK  Oraetoy  Rvra  v Tamworth. 
Mflsit  nwtoai  BWienaa  y Evesham 
Uto;  Brackley  Tn  v Sutton  CoWdohl  .Tn. 
Botham  Dlvtol«nuTrowbr)dgeTn  v Hav- 
ant  Tn. 


Want  Atherton  Col  v Prescot  Cables; 
Haailitgden  v Mosalay.  Hoik  or  OW  Boys  v 
Salford  Ci  Maine  Rd  v Chodderton:  War- 
rington Tn  v KMagrove  Ath. 


d v Bo- 

ctesMit  uid:  Curaen  Ashton  v Brigg  Tm 
Denaby  UW  v MmffeM;  OaashougMon 
wm  V Hatfield  Malm  HwAnall  Tn  v Uwr 
sedge;  N Fairtoy  Uto  v RScMrtng  Tm  Oe- 
sett  Afb  v Hal  lam;  Selby  Tn  r Pontefract 
Cots.  Cmpa  Rrat  raoadr  PaikgaM  v York-, 
ahlra  Am;  Sotvetoy  MW  v atoworth  WW. 
D0HIM8  IMOOb  P reata  Wvteteto 
Derby  v Evarton  (7.0).  Seoond  DMata 
Shaft  UW  v Bamthiy  (7.0).  TWrd  DMfltetH 
Saubarotigb  v-Newrmtle  (7.01. 

AVON  INSURANCE  COtotUNATIOfti 
ta  BWta  Arsanat  v SoumempHn 
tftflt  Crystal  Palace  v Brighten  (ftO);  MW- 
wafl  v Portsmouth  (2JJ);  West  Ham  v 
Watford. 

PA  YOUTH  cup;  Ptawitay  rarawfc 
Barnet  v Hfldngdon  Bor. 

LBAOUe  OP  WALESe  Inter  Cablo-Tal  v 
HavarfsrdweabNowtoam  v Cwmbran;  Rhyl 
v Caernarfon  Tig  Tael  Net  Sotutton*  v Ce- 
maaa  Ynys  Mon. 

WRXMMN  SWORD  L8AOUS  CUPl 
Ttab  UnfttM  v Ctemoran. 

PA1  NATIONAL  UUOUK  CUPl  Plav-etli 

Selway  Old  v Home  Farm  Evertoq  (ftO). 

Rugby  Union 

WROPflAM  IMPWMUk  Pool  Dr 

txirgh  Acado  v Musselburgh  (640). 

CUIBt  Bridgwater  v Gtauceanr  Uffi. 

Cricket 

AXA  UFA  UMIN  (one  day.  12.40).  OW 
TWhnli  Lancaahlna  v Essex. 

■NCOHD  XI  CMAVfOttSHIP  (taur  UOV3. 

11A):  flrilaceli  Qloucs  v wares 


Sport  in  brief 


Motorcycling 

The  22-year-old  Australian 
500cc  rider  Anthony  Gobert 
in  hie  world  championship 
debut  season,  was  dismissed 
by  the  Suzuki  team  yesterday 
for  failing  a drag  test  at  the 
British  Grand  Prlx  at  Darling- 
ton Park  on  August  17.  The 
substance  was  not  named. 

GoH 

Steve  Janes  eased  his  disap- 
pointment at  mlsfllng  thi.n 
month's  Ryder  Cup  by  win- 
ning (lie  Canadian  Open  at 
Royal  Montreal.  Despite  a bo- 
gey at  the  final  hole,  the  Amer- 
ican-eked  outa  one-stroke  vic- 
tory over  Greg  Norman. 

Snooker 

Stephen  Hendry  is  backing 
the  World  Confederation  of 
Billiard  Sparta  application  for 
“cue  sports"'  — . snooker, 
billiards  and  pod  — to  be 
included  in  the  Common- 
wealth Games,  with  Manches- 
ter 2002  the  target  date,  writes 
Clioe  Everton.  It  will  be  dis- 
cussed by  the  Commonwealth 
Games  Federation  in  Kuala 
Lumpur  on  Saturday-  '■ 

Hockey  \ 

Knghmfl  accused  Germany  of 
“cynical”  play  after  their  fifth 

and  final  pod  match . at  tiw 

World  Junior.  Cup  in  Seoul,. 
writes  Pot  Rowlvy.  Germany 
qualified  for  the  ram  i.finaic  in- 
stead of  England  by  dint  of  the 
0-0  draw.  Deliberate  fouls  in 
the  25  were  not  property  penal- 
ised, said  the  coach  Gavin 
Featherstcm  “It  was  a cynical 
approach  by  the  Germans. 


Pools  Forecast 


PA  CAMJHQ  PflflNUflHMP 

1"  Amm  v Bolton 


impun 


v Port  Vain  -T.  i 

v Crawa  i 

v WHIBrin  a 

y Oxford  UM  1 

v Nottm  Fonrai  1 

v Stockport • 1 

v TrfflWwe  1 

v Chariton  i 


V QUIMgtam  t 

v Qrtmaby  1 

v Soumond  1 

v Northampton  1 

v Dnartfanl  2 

v Walsall  < 

v ChomniBto  1 


nOMtalM  v Bamot  1 

CflrttN#  v Rochdato.  1 

>4  CNaalar  v ShrowNhify  S 

M llarttapMi  v Torquay  t 


37  LaytaaO 


MB  WfaMUMUl 


Swanwa 

MonsSoM' 


v KJWwnoUs  i 

v DunfommiH*  t 

v tattv  . I 

v AbardMn  ’ 1 

v Haartii  f 


soottish  LiAttua 
ywsTwvisiON 

M Ayr 


AT  Morton 
Afl  Partlek 
Afl  Raun 
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I T WAS  typical  of  Greg 
Rusedski  that  be  made  no 
excuses  after  his  6-3,  6-2. 
H 7-5  US  Open  de- 
gat  against  Australia’s  Pat 
Rafter.  He  praised  his  oppo- 
nent,  then  TTnmwUflfpTy  taivc^ 

- • about  ways  of  improving  his 
own  ganiP 

■ “My  ground  game  can  get 
" better,  my  return  game  can 
get  better,  my  volleys  can  get 
letter.  Even  my  serve.”  And 
-■'this  from  the  man  who  had 
thumped  down  the  world's 
fastest  recorded  serve  of 
' 1-lSmph  on  Sunday  evening. 

• “rd  rather  not  have  had  the 
record  and  won  the  match." 

' Rusedski’s  move  from  Can- 
et  .ada  to  Britain  in  1995  has 
been  well  documented,  as  has 
r his  highly  successful  fUsion 
• -16  months  ago  with  Brian 
Teacher,  his  American  coach. . 
Less  well  known  is  the  hurt, ! 
; ,{ahd  occasionally  anger,  Ru- , 
sedsk)  has  experienced  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years,  and 
■ ‘ notably  this  summer. 

This  came  to  a head  during 
,.  -the  pre- Wimbledon  Notting- 
ham tournament  with 
'V  Rusedski  still  smarting  that 
••  his  early  season  wins  in  San 
Jose  over  Andre  Agassi  and 
-Michael  Chang,  and  the  feet 
•--that  he  took  a set  off  Pete 
-Sampras,  had  not  been  suffi- 
" tteotiy  recognised  in  Britain. 
“Greg  looked  at  the  notice 
board  in  Nottingham  where 
the  press  clippings  were  dis- 
' played  and  all  he  could  see 
were  'hpgrninftg  about  Tim 
Henman said  Teacher. 

’"•A  week  earlier  Rusedski 
7 ■ - had  reached  the  semi-finals  at 
Queen’s,  with  Ham-nan  Toeing 
in  the  second  round.  He  could 
--"not  understand  why  the  news- 
papers were  apparently  reluc- 
tant to  give  him  the  credit  he 
- ~ felt  he  deserved. 

Rusedski  won  Nottingham 
in  a controlled  rage  and  then, 
like  Henman,  .reached  the 
quarter-finals  at  Wimbledon. 
AH  the  time  he  was  closing  the 
rankings  gap.  He  overtook 
Henman  on  the  Monday  the 
US  Open  began  and  yesterday, 
after  his  startling  run  to  the 
final,  he  officially  zoomed 
from  20th  to  nth,  equalling 

Roger  Taylor's  previous  all- 
’■  time  British  best  since  rank- 
ings began  in  1973. 

- - --With  Henman  20th,  Britain 
now  has  two  players  in  the 


top  20  for  the  first  time  since 
1974,  when  Taylor  was  15th 
and  Mark  Cox  19th.  “My  new 
goal  Is  to  get  into  the  top  10, 
and  the  indoor  season  for  me 
is  usually  very  good,”  gald  : 
Rusedski 

This  week  he  plays  in  the 
Samsung  Open  on  Bourne- 
mouth’s green  clay,  while 
Henman  is  sticking  to  the 
hard  courts  in  Tashkent.  He, 
too,  hopes  to  Improve  his 
ranking  on  the  European  in- 
door circuit  this  autumn. 

It  would  be  fair  to  say  that 
Hwmwm  and  Rusedski  have 
completely  different  tempera- 

mpnfti,  trod  flr-p  nnfr  exactly  bo- 

som  pals,  hut  Rusedski  cer- 
tainly agrees  that  Henman’s 
success  has  spurred  him  on 
and  made  hurt  work  harder.  B 
iS  to  he  hoped  Hwnmaw,  who 
has  strayed  a litfto  off  the  pro- 
fessional path  in  recent  times, 
is  similarly  motivated  by 
Rusedski’s  American  feat 


The  British  No.  1’s  throat 
and  Chest  virus  undoubtedly 
played  a part  in  his  defeat  by 
Rafter,  who  became  the  first 
Australian  to  win  a Grand 
Slam  title  since  Pat  Cash  was 


| Top  20  [ 

1 P Sampras  (US)___4 
a M Chang  (U*:  . 

>585  pts 
3/142 

3 P Rafter  (Ausj 

2,889 

4 Y KafeWkov  (Rub) 

5 C Moya  (Sp) 

_ 2JS93 
_ 2/149 

S T Muster  (AuH 

2357 

V S Rnnnra  CRnl J 3S7 

■ M WflS  fW)' 

_ 2.322 

9 G Ivanfoavic  (Cro)  

_ 2,291 

10  A Corretja  (Sp) 

11  G RuaedsM  (GB) 

_ 2J284 
— 2^35 

<*fl  Knartan  (Rm)  . 

~ 24230 

13>l  Bjortnman  (Sana) 

_ 2.190 

14  F Manila  (Sp) 

_ 1,986 

1ST  Enqvtat  (Paw)  , 

— 1,983 

4 ■ P Knofa  (T9) 

_ 1,980 

17  B Bodoor  (Gh) 

— 1,918 

18  R Ko^cak  (Natty 

_ 1,903 

40  AOah  Prt  . .. 

— 1,803 

ao  T Henman  (GB) 

- 1,539 

Wimbledon  champion  In  1967, 
and  the  first  to  win  at  Flush- 
ing Meadow  since  John  New- 
comb* In  1978. 

On  the  day  Rafter  — whose 
only  previous  tournament 
win  had  been  at  Didsbury, 
Manchester,  three  years  ago, 
but  who  is  now  the  world’s 
No.  3 — was  the  better  player, 
producing  serving  and  volley- 
ing of  compulsive  athleticism, 1 
anted  to  a Zen-like  calm.  j 

Australia,  who  play  a Davis  j 
Cup  semi-final  against  the 
United  States  in  Washington 
next  week,  senses  a new  era  to 
match  fee  success  of  the  Six- 
ties and  Seventies.  There  is  al- 
ways a tfangw  in  gauging 
waHrmaT  progress  by  individ- 
ual success.  In  Britain  there  Is 
rBgnlar  talk  nfaritlng  yramg. 

stars  wna-gtng  in  both  the 
men’s  and  women’s  game,  but 

the  Mritew  remains  thin. 

It  Is  to  be  hoped  that  Ru- 
sedski and  Henman  become 


role  models  but  the  structure 
of  the  game  in  Britain 
remains  aHfllngiy  narrow.  It 
Is,  for  example,  impossible  to 
fnmgtnA  Hip  counfry  produc- 
ing anyone  nira  the  maverick 
Venus  Williams,  who  is 
largely  self-taught. 

There  are  moves  to  broaden 
the  game’s  base  in  Britain 
and  to  encourage  more  work- 
ing-class rfifiriran  to  get  in- 
volved. But  progress,  if  there 
is  any , will  not  be  quick. 

• Sam  Smith,  the  25-yeardld 
British  women’s  No.  l from 
Essex,  has  moved  up  to  100  in 
the  wnrid  rankings.  Her  previ- 
ous highest  rankteg  was  103  in 
September  1991  but  she  gave 
Up  ftdttime  tannfa  to  spend 
three  years  at  imi  varsity. 

Five  other  British  women 
— Karen  Cross  at  156,  Lama 
Woodroffe  at  169,  LucieAhl  at 
172,  Julie  PuDln  at  175  and 
SbirU-Ann  SiddaU  at  190  — 
are  also  ranked  in  the  top  200. 


Stand  and  deliver 
fastest  on  Sunday  1 


Rusedski  serves  another  ballet  His 
hed a world  record  143mph  albello 


sequel 


MotardJatgo 

in  Bournemouth 


ONLY  a day  and  a half 
after  returning  late 
yesterday  from  New 
York,  Greg  Rusedski  plays 
here  tomorrow  at  the  Sam- 
sung International  on  a 
totally  different  surface  in  a 
much  lower-key  atmosphere. 

The  resuscitated  did  Dorset 
tournament,  whose  total  prise 
fund  of  £235,000  Is  only 
slightly  more  than  the  cheque 
the  British  No.  l brought 
home  from  Flushing  Meadow, 
began  yesterday  with  two 
main-draw  matches  before  a 
sparse  crowd  and  some 
wheeling  seagulls. 

The  competition  has  effec- 
tively had  to  make  a Tuesday 
start  because  the  Princess  of 
Wales's  ftineral  eliminated  a 
day  of  the  qualifying  competi- 
tion. It  was  also  decided  to 
give  Rusedski  an  extra  day's 
grace.  He  is  tired,  has  a sore 
throat,  is  suffering  from  Jet 
lag  and  has  his  least  favourite 
surface,  slow  clay,  to  contend 
with;  on  top  of  that  he  has  a 
first-round  match  tomorrow 
against  a capable  Spaniard. 
Alberto  Martin. 

Rusedski  bas  had  five 
weeks  of  competition  on 
American  hard  courts  ;ind 
tomorrow  may  be  a big  test  of 
his  motivation,  adaptability, 
patience  and  character. 

His  presence  is  in  contrast 
to  the  absence  of  Tim  Hen- 
man. “It  would  have  been 
nice  if  be  bad  been  here  be- 
cause we  don't  have  many 
tournaments  at  home  and  I 
think  the  British  public 
would  have  been  happy  to  see 
him,"  said  Rusedski. 

If  the  third  seed  beats  off 
Martin  he  will  be  on  course 
for  a semi-final  on  Saturday 
against  the  fevourlte  Carlos 
Moya,  another  Spaniard. 

Scotland’s  Miles  Maclagan 
beat  Wayne  Black  of  Zimba- 
bwe 6-3,  3-6.  6-0  yesterday, 
but  there  is  little  sign  that 
Luke  Milligan  has  been  In- 
spired by  recent  British  suc- 
cess. He  failed  to  qualify, 
beaten  by  the  Dutchman  Mar- 
tin Bok. 


Equestrianism  Motor  Racing 


Murdoch’s  main  man 
arrives  to  twist  arms 


Muir’s  BMWto  power  Rookie  Blundell 
leap-frog  new  Williams  makes  his  run 


Ancfy  WHson 

...1.  JMEARS  grew  yesterday 
Hi  that  Rupert  Murdoch 
■ would  walk  away  from 
m the  European  Super  League 
• once  News  Limited’s  contract 
„ expires  at  the  end  of  this 
or  decade. 

Murdoch’s  right-hand  man 
--  wpn  Cowley  flew  In  to  call  a 

surprise  meeting  in  the  Lake 

" District  at  the  weekend  with 

- an  RFL  team  that  included 
the  chairman  Sir  Rodney 
Walker  and  the  chief  execu- 
tive Maurice  Lindsay. 

This  came  in -the  wake  of  a 
letter  sent  by  Cowley,  chief 
..  . executive  of  News  Catpora- 
^Jiion,  on  the  eve  _of  last 
Wednesday’s  mould-breaking 

- League  Council  meeting,  indi- 
cating that  the  .Murdoch 
organisation,  was  increas- 
ingly concerned  about  its  £87 
mfiTinn  investment  and  the 
game’s  lack  of  expansion. 

~ That  letter  presumably  con- 

centrated minds  marvell- 
ously. ‘Tm  surprised  he’s  not 
' been  over  here  sooner  when 
you  consider  what’s,  gone  on 
with  the  administration  ctf  the 
game,”  said.1 'Chris  Caisley, 

■ whose  Bradford  are  accepted 
: as  the  role  model  for  the 
code’s  commercial  future.  . 

“I  see  this  trip  as  a posi- 
: tive,”  the  Bulls  chairman  con- 
tinued. “Ken  Cowley  has  re- 
affirmed News’s  commitment 
to  the  sport  and  welcomed  the 
/-hangp«  that  were  made  last 


week  and  mean  that  atlast  we 
can  move  forward.” 

Cowley  had  reassuring 
words  during  his  visit,  say- 
ing: “News  Limited  is  very 
committed  to  rugby  league. 
It’s  a very  attractive  game, 
much  more  innovative  than 
rugby  union,  and  we  believe 
that  the  garnp  ham  a very 
bright  outlook  and  will  ulti- 
mately be  the  major  code.” 

That  said,  both  Lindsay  — 
who  negotiated  the  five-year 
Super  League  package  in  1995 
— and  Sir  Rodney  accept  that 
any  fixture  deal  would  depend 
on  national  rarpanslnn,  which 
• iay  behind  the  Council’s  deci- 
sion to  introduce  a new  fran- 
chising system  for  1999  with 
new  chibs  to  be  targeted  In 
Glasgow,  Dublin,  the  North- 
East,  Birmingham  and  - the 
South-West,  including  Wales. 

Last  Wednesday  Sir  Rodney 
was  able  to  push  the  radical 
proposals  of  bis  working 
party  through  the  normally 
conservative  Council.  If  the 
results  were  a slap  in  the  face 
for  Lindsay,  whose  powers  as 
chidf  executive  win  be  greatly 
reduced  by  a. new  seven-man 
board  of  directors,  so  too  was 
fhp  tffgm  iagtinn  of  Satur- 
day’s meeting,  which  was  also 
attended  by  the  Leeds  chief 
executive  Gary  Hetberington 
and  Bob  McDermott  of  Dews- 
bury, who  is  chairman  of  the 
First  and  Second  • Division 

Clubs  Association. 

But  the  Indications  so  far 
axe  that  Lindsay  is  happy  to 


continue  working  for  Sir  Rod- 
ney’s hoard,  and  alongside 
Colin  Mylar,  chief  executive 
of  Rugby  League  (Europe), 
the  company  set  up  by  the 
Super  League  clubs  to  market 
their  competition.  Mylar’s 
body  has  been  granted  a more 
powerful  role  by  the  changes. 

Caisley,  who  Is  also  the 
chairman  of  Rugby  League 
(Europe),  was  looking  cm  the 
bright  side  In  summing  up 
file  situation  yesterday.  “If 
nothing  else,  that  will  have 
concentrated  th«»  minds  of  our 
existing  clubs  who  will  have 
to'  comply  with  all  the  stan- 
dards to  retain  their  place. 

“But  I am  also  confident 
-there  will  be  a lot  of  interest 
from  outside  the  traditional 
heartlands.  People  at  soccer 
1 dubs  and  rugby  union  dubs 
are  also  wondering  about 
value  for  money  at  the  mo- 
ment — rugby  union,  espe- 
I dally,  when  you  look  at  their 
attendances  — and  I am  ex- 
pecting serious  bids  from  soc- 
cer dubs,  in  places  like  Bir- 
mingham amt  Bristol 

Meanwhile  the  new  Great 
Britain  coach  Andy  Good  way 
has'  cahfid  for  tiw>  introduc- 
tion of  a national  B team.  "In 
the  past  players  have  been 
brought  in  »md  thm  simply 
discarded,”  he  said.  *1  would 
.like  to"  see  the 'formation  of  a 
B tsam.  We  could  play  France 
and.  If  we  could  get  Australia 
and  the  Kiwteto  do  the  same, 
we  could  arrange  .some  mean- 
ingful fixtures.”  . 


to  title 


Alan  Henry 


| MM  WILLIAMS  confirmed 
U^Vyesterday  that  they 
■ ■ are  to  sign  an  angina 
supply  deal  with  the  German 
car  maker  BMW. 

WHliams-BMWs  will  con- 
test the  world  championship 
from  the  first  race  of  the  2000 
season  using  a new  engine  de- 
veloped in  Munich  under  the 
direction  of  Paul  Rosche,  the 
highly  respected  engineer 
who  was  responsible  for  the 
development  of  the  BMW 
four-cylinder  turbo  which 
powered  Nelson  Piquet’s 
Brabham  to  the  1983  world 
championship. 

“This  Is  obviously  a very 
positive  step  for  the  fixture  of 
Williams  grand  prix  engi- 
neering and  we  are  looking 
forward  to  working  with 
BMW,”  commented  Frank 
Williams  last  night  on  the  eve 
of  the  Frankfort  Motor  Show. 

“However,  the  most  impor- 
tant task  at  present  Is  to  win 
the  1997  world  championship, 
hqpeftiDy  achieving  a afath 
title  with  our  [current]  tech- 
nical partners  Renault.” 

The  first  BMW-engined  Wil- 
liams is  expected  to  be  testing 
within  18  months  and  the 

team  will  use  Renault  VI  0s 
for  the  next  two  seasons  as 
previously  announced. 

BMW  are  expected  to  make 
a substantial  contribution  to 
the  £13  million  annual  foes  for 
these  engines  white  work  con- 


IceHockey  ................ ......  ...... 

Brant  puts  skids  under  Slough  giant-killing 


**  ? 


Vic  BatotaMr 

Bracknell  Bees,  cc  the 
Snperieague  were  seven 
minutes  from  becoming  vic- 
y thns  of  the  season's  first  giant- 
» killing  act  when  a powerptey 
goal  by  the  native  Canadian 
Chris  Brant  salvaged  a 3-3 
draw,  against  fixe  visiting  Brit- 
ish League  side  Slough  Jets  In 
_ Sunday's  Benson  and  Hedges 
Cup  qualifying  game. 

Slough’s  general  manager 
Gary  Stefan,  at  38pteyinghte 
17th  season  In  Britain,  said: 
- “Early  on  teams  aresfcfllflnd- 
^ ing  their  feet  and  at  this  stage 
_ we’re  not  that  &r  apart,  , ex- 
cept in  our  wage  WDs:  We’re 
going  in  as  the  underdogs  but 
we’ve  nothing  to  lose.  . . ' 

“We  lost  two  goals  but 
stuck  with  it' We  weren’t 


playing  pretty  hockey,  just  a 
fairly  simple  defensive  game, 
picking  up  tm  the  breaks 
when  we  had  otir  chances.” 
The  tactic  worked  so  well 
that,  after  Rob  Stewart  and 
Jim  Fterracdoll  put  Bracknell 
two  up  by  the  16th  minute,  two 

goals  by  Derek  Higdon  sandr 


all  within  four  minutes,  gave 


' Wngataff  is  one  of  two  play- 
ers signed  by  Slough  daring 
the  summer  after  being  dis- 
carded by  Superieague  clubs; 
the  other.  Tony  Redmond,  as-, 
slsted  on  Higdon’sflrst  goaL 
“These  guys  were  looking 
for  places  to  play  and  we've 
been  to  offer  them  that 
chance,  so  I think  the  qualify, 
in'  our  league  is  going  to  be 
TBiy  high,”  said  Stefan.-  - 
The  former  Bracknell 


player  Mark  Ellis,  another 
Superleague  cast-off,  put  Pe- 
terborough Pirates  of  the 
British  League  one  up  at 
home  to  the  cup  holders  Not- 
tingham panthers-  But  after 
Derek  Laxdal’s  25flwninute 
equaliser  Panthers  cruised 
to  a 7-1  win  with  a goal 
each  from  seven  different 
players;  including  Blake 
Knox,  a summer  capture  from 
Basingstoke. 

Two  goals  inside  SO  seconds 
of  the  third  period  by  Tom 
Plommer  and  Dion  del  Monte 
sealed  Sheffield  Steeler’s  4-1 
heme' win  over  Newcastle  Co* 
bras.  Plommer  and  Tim  Cran- 
ston scored  Sheffield’s  other- 
goals' with  Newcastle's  only 
surviving  Finn  from  last  sea- 
son; - file  defenceman  Petri 
RaiVtiamBiii,  netting . for  the 
Cobras. 


PADDY  MUIR  and  her 
home-bred  18-year-old 
Archie  Brown  gained 
their  first  major  interna- 
tional success  In  the  horse 
trials  here  yesterday. 

The  35-year-old  Cleve- 
land rider,  who  had  been 
Initially  11th  and  then 
third  overnight,  clinched 
victory  with  one  of  the  few 
unpenaHsed  rounds  in  the 
final  show-jumping  test  of 
the  three-day  event. 

Mary  King,  who  had  led 
from  the  outset,  once  more 
raised  hope  of  success  but 
King  William’s  show- jump- 
ing jinx  struck  again  as  the 
14-year-old  hit  three  of  the 
last  four  fences,  dropping 
back  to  third  place  behind 
the  American  Bruce  David- 
son on  Heyday. 

Law  and  Perry- 
fields  George  finished  a 
close  fourth  ahead  of  Ian 
Stark  and  his  highly  prom- 
ising The  Moose,  the  only 
others  clear  among  the 
leaders  and  thus  promoted 
by  11  places. 

Sixty -one  riders,  all  of 
whom  wore  black  arm- 
bands  in.  memory  of  Sam 
Moore,  the  36-year-old 
Irishman  who  died  from  in- 
juries he  sustained  in  a foil 
from  Darragh  Rock  at  the 
19th  fence  during  Sunday's 
cross-country,  completed 
the  event  from  an  original 
field  of  92. 

Muir,  whose  family  bred 
Archie  Brown  and  who  fin- 
ished second  at  Blenheim 
two  years  ago  on  Matey 
Brown,  said:  “This  is  by  far 
the  biggest  win  for  both  of 
us  bnt  It  will  be  as  high  as 
be  gets  as  1 will  keep  him  at 
three-etar  level  from  now. 

“He’s  done  Badminton, 
which  is  four-star,  four 
times  but  I don’t  plan  to 
take  him  back  next  year 
when  be  will  be  14,  He  gave 
me  a wonderful  cross- 
country and  has  never 
jumped  better.  Coming  out 
far  today’s  show-jumping 
he  fait  ngiia  and  athletic 
and  made  it  quite  easy  for 
me  to  do  a clear  round." 

Apart  from  Davidson 
only  two  other  overseas 
competitors.  New  Zealand’s 
Mark  Todd  and  Andrew 
Nicholson,  reached  the 
leading  16,  reflecting  more 
success  than  usual  for  the 
home  side. 


tinues  apace  on  their  own 

anglna. 

BMWs  decision  to  return 
to  Formula  One  is  being  seen 
as  a compelling  endorsement 
of  grand  prix  racing’s  global 
television  potential  The  Ger- 
man company  withdrew  from 
Formula  One  at  the  end  of 
1987  after  their  long  associa- 
tion with  the  Brabham  teem, 
then  owned  by  the  current 
FIA  vice-president  Berule 
Ecclestone. 

Williams  currently  lie  a 
point  behind  Ferrari  at  the 
top  of  the  constructors’  cham- 
pionship following  Sunday's 
Italian  Grand  Prix  at  Monza 
when  the  two  Williams 
drivers  Heinz-Harald  Frent- 
zen  and  Jacques  ViHeneuve 
finished  third  and  fifth 
respectively.  1 

Meanwhile  the  Benetton  , 
managing  director  Flavio  1 
Briatore  is  expected  to  leave 
his  post  at  the  end  of  the 
season. 

His  place  may  be  taken  by 
David  Richards,  founder  of 
the  Banbury-based  Prodrive 
company  which  prepared  the 
Subarus  with  which  Britain's 
Colin  McRae  won  the  1995 
world  rally  championship. 

Alessandro  Benetton  in- 
sisted at  Monza  that  the  team 
wanted  to  be  “much  more 
closely  involved"  in  the  day- 
to-day  management  To  that 
effect  his  younger  brother 
Rocco  will  take  over  an  active 
role  in  the  operation,  proba- 
bly with  Richards. 


Mark  blundell 
stole  the  show  at  the 
Laguna  Seca  Race- 
way on  Sunday  where  an- 
other former  Formula  One 
driver,  the  Italian  Alessan- 
dro Zaoardi,  did  enough  to 
punch  the  Indycar  ebampi- 
: onsMp  with  a race  to  spare. 

Blundell,  who  can  now 
end  bis  rookie  season  in  the 
top  six  if  he  wins  at  the 
Fontana  Speedway  later 
this  month,  finished  in 
second  place  O.Ssec  — about 
four  car-lengths  — behind 
the  outgoing  champion 
Jimmy  Vasser  after  83  laps 
of  the  nine-turn  Califor- 
nian circuit. 

Driving  for  the  Pacwest 
team,  Blundell  kept  his 
cool  during  the  fraught 
early  section  of  the  300km 
(188  miles)  race  and  moved 
up  into  second  with  less 
than  30  laps  left  But  be 
found  the  wily  Vasser  equal 
to  all  the  pressure  he 
applied. 

“It’s  great  to  be  on  the  po- 
dium again  and  the  result 
is  enough  to  give  Mercedes 
the  manufacturers*  title,” 
said  the  31-year-old  English 
roolde. 

“I  think  we  had  the  car  to 
win  the  race  today  but  not 
the  luck,  because  we  were 
caught  out  lapping  the 
backmarkers.  I knew  that 
Vasser  was  not  going  to  let 
this  one  go." 

Zanardi,  last  season’s 
rookie  of  the  year  and  a 


Ganassi  team-mate  of 
Vasser,  tied  up  the  overall 
Cart  World  Series  title  with 
third  place.  It  earned  him  a 
31  million  (£625,000)  bonus 
from  the  series  sponsor 
PPG. 

“I  always  had  the  confi- 
dence that  I bad  the  ability 
to  win  a couple  of  races  but 
this  business  is  so  unpre- 
dictable that  anything  can 
happen,"  said  the  30-year- 
old  Italian.  “Now  that  I 
have  won  it,  it’s  time  to 
party." 

Emerson  Fittipaldi,  who 
in  1989  became  the  first 
l man  to  win  both  the  Indy- 
car and  FI  titles.  Is  in  a Sao 
Paulo  hospital  with  a frac- 
tured back  after  crashing 
Ms  ultralight  plane  into  a 
swamp  in  the  Araraquara 
region  where  his  family  has 
a 750,000-tree  citrus  farm. 

The  Brazilian's  six-year- 
old  son  Lucas,  the  plane's 
only  other  occupant,  was 
unhurt  in  the  accident. 

Fittipaldi  told  doctors  the 
motor  stalled  and  the  ultra- 
light crashed  from  a height 
of  about  300ft.  “It  wasn’t  a 
forced  tending.  It  was  a 
crash."  a hospital  spokes- 
man said.  “The  swamp 
saved  them.  If  they  had 
fallen  on  solid  ground,  they 
surely  would  have  been 
killed.’* 

Later  his  brother  Wilson 
said  that  “everything  now 
appears  OK",  but  further 
tests  are  planned. 


American  Football 


Longwell  fluffs  late  goal  and  Green  Bay  are  sent  packing 


Green  bat  packers, 

the  Super  Bowl  winners 
who  had  set  themselves  the 
lofty  task  of  going  unbeaten 
this  season,  were  brought  to 
earth  In  Philadelphia  in  only 
the  second  Barnp  of  the  new 

ramjta  ign 

It  was  bad  enough  that  the 
Eagles  won  10-8  but  the  defeat 
was  made  harder  to  bear 
when  the  Packers’  rookie 
Ryan  Longwell  missed  a 28- 
yard  field  goal  with  only  11 
seconds  remaining. 

The  P* gl***  hari  their 
first  lead  of  the  game  only 
when  Ty  Detmer  hit  Freddie 
Solomon  with  a two-yard 
touchdown  pass  with  less 
than  two  minutes  remaining 
in  the  fourth  quarter. 

But,,  after  Green  Bay  had 
moved  the  ban  to  the  Eagles' 
10,  Longwell  hung  his  head 


after  his  field  goal  attempt 

was  drawn  wide. 

The  Arizona  Cardinals 
ended  a 13-game  losing 
streak,  defeating  the  Dallas 
Cowboys  25-22  in  overtime.  In 

an  prrthraTTing  matrh  Kerin 
Butler’s  kick  from  20  yards 
with  6VJ  seconds  of  overtime 
remaining  glanced  off  the  left 
upright  and  bounced  through 
for  the  winning  points.  Dallas 
bad  ted  22-7  before  the  Cardi- 
nals staged  their  comeback. 

Olindo  Mare's  third  field 
goal  of  the  game  in  Miami,  a 
29-yard  er  2m  in  issee  into 
overtime,  gave  file  Dolphins  a 
16-13  victory  over  the  Tennes- 
see Oilers.  Dan  Marino  com- 
pleted 24  of  his  43  passes  for 
324  yards  for  the  Dolphins. 

In  Indianapolis  Drew  Bled- 
soe threw  four  touchdown 
passes  to  four  different 


receivers  For  the  second  con- 
secutive week  as  the  New 
England  Patriots  thumped  the 
Colts  31-&  New  England  have 
made  an  impressive  start, 
winning  their  first  two 
games,  scoring  72  points  with 
only  13  against. 

Bledsoe  completed  15  of  25 
passes  for  267  yards.  He  threw 
a 34-yard  scoring  pass  to 
Shawn  Jefferson,  a 21-yarder 
to  his  running-back  Curtis 
Martin,  a six-yard  scoring 
pass  to  Vincent  Brisby  and  a 
2l-yard.  touchdown  pass  to 
Troy  Brown. 

In  Atlanta  John  Kasay 
kicked  his  third  field-goal  of 
the  fourth  quarter  as  time 
drifted  away  to  seal  a 9-6  win 
for  Carolina  Panthers  over 
the  Falcons.  The  defeat 
spoiled  the  first  home  gam» 
for  the  new  Falcons  coach 


Dan  Reeves,  who  was  born 
and  raised  in  Georgia. 

In  New  Orleans  Jim  Everett 
exacted  revenge  against  his 
former  team  by  passing  for 
195  yards  and  a touchdown, 
and  the  San  Diego  Chargers 
took  advantage  of  six  turn- 
overs to  beat  the  Saints  20-6. 
It  was  San  Diego's  first  win. 

Jerome  Bettis  ran  for  134 
yards  and  a touchdown  to 
give  the  Pittsburgh  Sfeelers  a 
14-13  win  over  the  Washing, 
ton  Redskins.  Bettis  scored  on 
a one-yard  run  with  13min 
23sec  left  in  the  fourth 
quarter. 

Garrison  Hearst  scored  on 
a 35-yard  run  with  7min  50sec 
I remaining  and  the  lnjury- 
plagued  San  Francisco  49ers 
recorded  their  15th  succes- 
sive victory  over  the  St  Louis 
Rams,  49ers  winning  15-12. 


f 
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Deadlock  over  rugby’s  national  coach,  page  13 
England  placed  in  Seaman’s  hands,  page  14 
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Top  Scottish  clubs  plan  breakaway,  page  14 
Rusedski  sets  new  targets,  page  15 


Revolution  in  the  air 


Work-rate, 


Iff 

iKhs* 


Jim  White 


aa;  FTER  a week  of  almost 
#\  surreal  other-'wocidli* 
ness  toe  place  to  bring 
# wone  back  down  to 

earth  on  Sunday  was  the 
County  Ground,  Swindon. 

Here,  after  a minute’s  total 
silence,  normal  service  was 
resumed:  a turgid  stalemate,  a 
collision  of  sinew  and  grind,  a 
football  match  In  which  skill 
was  an  absent  concept  and  the 
tmly  thing  to  occupy  the  score- 
board  operator  was  putting  up 
the  single  word  "Dlana“  be- 
fore the  kick-off. 

Our  dogger  column  jester- 
day  printed  a helpttil  cram- 
mer’s guide  to  football  clichfis, 
providing  a dozen  handy  dln- 

fort^se^h  none  of  their  - 
own.  The  one  it  missed  out  Is  . 
the  universally  acknowledged 
assertion  that  football  is  no 
longer  a game  of  two  halves,  it 
is  agama  erf two  haves — or,  . 
rather,  the  haves  and  the  . 
have-nots. 

Generally  this  Is  used  to 
point  up  the  growing  gap  be- 
tween the  Premiership  and. 
the  rest  This  obtains  In  both 
England  and  Scotland,  where ' 
the  country's  rich  yesterday 
voted  to  devolve  all  power  to 
Hwmadwa  andttd  any  . 
minlstrative  connection  with 
the  debilitatingpoor. 

But  in  truth  nowhere  is  the  : 
gap  mme  evident  tbaoin  the 
Nationwide  First  Division. 

This  Istheleague  In  which 
temporarily  embarrassed 
aristos  and  uppity  paupers 
rub  studs  on  a weekly  basis, 
where  those  who  feel  they  be- 
long in  the  upper  echelons 
find  themselves  opening  up 
their  palatial  homes  to  grubby 
arrioirtes  once  a fortnight 
In  the  blue  corner  are  Not- 
tingham Forest  Manchester 
City,  Middlesbrough,  Sunder- 
land, Wolves  and  Birming- 
ham, clubs  with  teas  of  thou- 
sands  of  die-hard  fons  and  a 
recent  significant  investment 
in  real  estate. 

In  the  red — in  more  ways 
than  one — are  Oxford,  Bury, 
Stockport  Crewe,  scmffily 
billeted  clubs,  elevated  so  high 
above  their  expected  station 
that  their  followers  are  in  dan- 
ger of  permanent  nose-bleeds. 

And  sandwiched  some- 
whore  between  the  two,  wal- 
lowing in  the  marzipan  layer, 
are  Swindon  Town.  A club  of 
rampant  schizophrenia, 
recent  visitors  to  divisions  on 
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How  strange  the  change  from  major  to  minor . . . as  the  driate  intimwfian  over  the  fnim-p  afflntdm  cricket,  tli<»  game  in  its  leas  mlted  qihergs  goes  on  its  own  serene  way — ashore 
In  the  sun  at  Luton,  where  Bedfordshire  narrowly  lost  the  Minor  nmmrtgs  Championship  final  ywstorday  cm  trnnng  rate  tntTw»irvisttnra  from  Devon  photograph:  graham  turner 

The  counties  fight  back 


Mike  Selvey  on  the  ECB’s  new  proposals 
after  MacLaurin’s  main  idea  was  rejected 


THE  England  and 
Wales  Cricket  Board 
has  bowed  to  pressure 
from  within  its  own 
ranks  and  annmmrgri  two 
amended  proposals  for  the 
future  of  the  domestic  profes- 
sional game. 

They  will  be  considered 
alongside  Lord  MacLaurin’s 
bluprmi  for  the  game,  ‘'Rais- 
ing The  Standard",  when  the 
counties  meet  next  Monday. 
Included  in  the  proposals  are 
the  two-division  county . 
championship  that  many  be- 
lieve imperative  to  the  devel- 
opment of  a Test  side. 


The  need  for  alternatives 
came  after  the  first-class  pro- 
posals contained  in  the  blue- 
print, involving  three  confer- 
ences and  endkrf-season  play- 
offs as  well  as  an  intricate 
one-day  programme,  were 
received  with  a mixture  of  be- 
musement and  derision. 

A number  of  counties  were 
sufficiently  worried  by  it  to 
force  a special  meeting  of  the 
First  Class  Forum,  the  body 
representing  the  18  counties, 
last  week  and  the  message 
from  that  was  that  MacLau- 
rin’s proposals  had  little  or  no 
chance  of  being  accepted  en 


| bloc.  But  MacLaurin’s  clarion 
rail  that  “no  change  is  not  an 
option”  demanded  alterna- 
tives and,  though  it  seems 
i barely  conceivable  that  these 
had  not  been  in  the  pipeline 
already,  they  were  unveiled 
yesterday. 

"The  original  blueprint  has 
been  toe  subject  of  a great 
deal  of  discussion  within  the 
counties,  the  media  and  the 
wider  cricketing  commu- 
nity.’’ said  the  ECB  chief  ex- 
ecutive Tim  Lamb.  “From 
these  discussions  it  Is  clear 
that  there  Is  a broad  agree- 
ment on  the  majority  of  pro- 
posals contained  in  Raising 
The  Standard.  However,  we 
were  asked  to  consider  alter- 
natives  to  toe  first-class  pro- 
gramme, particularly  focus- 


ing on  the  county  champion- 
ship, and  that  is  what  we 
have  done. 

“With  three  different  work- 
able options  on  toe  table  for 
consideration  np_Tt  week,  it  is 
hoped  a positive  consensus 
will  emerge  on  how  best  to 
move  the  game  forward.” 

The  revised  proposals, 
either  of  which  would  be  im- 
plemented in  1999,  are  a hum- 
ble sheepshank  by  compari- 
son to  toe  Gordian  knot  of  the 
blueprint. 

The  most  radical  of  them, 
and  the  nnp  for  which  there 
has  been  clamour  from 
around  toe  game  and  its  play- 
ers, if  not,  generally,  in  its  ad- 
ministration, involves  two 
nine-team  divisions  in  both 
the  county  championship  and 
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in  a new  national  50-over  one- 
day  league.  This  would 
replace  the  Benson  and 
Hedges  Cup  and  the  Axa  Life 
Sunday  League,  each  with  toe 
promotion  and  relegation  of 
three  sides  each  season  to 
maintain  stimulation  and  in- 
terest at  toe  lower  end  of  the 
top  division  and  toe  upper 
aid  of  the  lower  division.  For 
1999,  the  divisions  in  toe  two 
competitions  would  be  based 
on  final  positions  in  toe  1998 
county  championship  and 
Sunday  league  respectively. 

Each  competition  will  pro- 
vide 16  matches  (sides  play 
each  other  home  and  away) 
which,  with  a NatWest  com- 
petition as  it  is  now,  would 
make  a minimum  of  81  and  a 
maximum  of  85  day?;’  cricket 
This  compares  to  toe  14  first- 
class.  25  one-day  matches  and 
NatWest  (mimimnm  82  days 
cricket,  maximum  86)  consid- 
ered for  toe  same  two  compe- 
titions in  toe  blueprint 

Such  a system,  it  is  postu- 
lated. would  lead  inevitably  to 
more  intense,  stronger  com- 
petition in  toe  upper  echelons 
and  from  there  to  8 better 
national  side,  from  whose  en- 
deavours the  counties  derive 
the  bulk  of  their  income.  The 
argument  against  is  that  toe 
weakest  counties  would  get 
weaker  as  the  inevitable 
transfer  system  takes  hold, 
and  eventually  go  out  of  busi- 
ness, although  it  is  unlikely 
that  the  board  would  allow 
this  to  happen. 

The  alternative,  a sop  to  toe 
traditionalists  and  those  fear- 


ful of  change  and  less  likely  to 
gain  approval,  involves  a 
championship  as  it  is  now, 
with  the  incentive  coming  not 
just  in  toe  title  chase  itself 
but  in  a Super  Cup  one-day 
knock-out  competition  for  the 
eight  top  sides,  this  to  be 
played  in  the  first  half  of  toe 
following  season  for  substan- 
tial prize-money  and,  it  Is  be- 
lieved, prestige. 

First  new 
proposal 


Two  divisions  of  nine  teams 
playing  each  other  home  and 
away  from  1999  season.  Three 
iS>.  three  down. 

One-dzy  Iwgua 

Two-dMsion  national  league  of 
50  avers  per  game.  . 

NatWest  Trophy 
Retained  as  “FA  Cup”  of  cricket 
at  60  overs  par  match.  Final 
brought  forward  by  a week. 

Second  new  " 
proposal 

Coimty  championship 

In  current  format  of  1 7 matches. 
Ptay-off  cup  competition 
Top  eight  teams  quaHy  for  one- 
day  50  overs  Super  Cup  to  be 
played  In  -first  half  of  toBowing 
season.  Bottom  four  teams  to 
contest  the  two  al-county 
matches  In  NatWest  third  round 
following  season. 


National  one-day  league  and 
NatWest  as  per  first  new 
proposal 


join  them? 
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Guardian  Crossword  No  21,064 


Set  by  Janus 


WHEN  YOUR  CAR  LETS  YOU  DOWN, 

Green  Flag  won’t.  On  average,  we  rescue 
our  members  in  just  35  minutes* 

And  if  we're  not  with  you  in  less  than  one 
hour,  you  can  daim  £10  back.  Pius,  we 
offer  a choice  of  5 levels  of  cover.  What’s 
more,  our  6000  skilled  mechanics  will 
repair  most  problems  at  the  roadside. 
To  find  out  more,  contact  us  right  now. 


CHOOSE  FROM  S LEVELS  OF  COVER* 


Recovery  Only 


£29.50 


• Roadside  Assistance £38-00 

• Comprehensive  €69.00 

• Comprehensive  Gold £93.00 

• Total  Protection £145,00 


-Verified  from  customer  satisfaction  quosnoraMires. 
t Prces  quoted  are  tor  eontimwui  payment  methods  only.  Can 
registered  before  31/7/87  an  subject  to  an  additional  fas  of  £15. 


Green  Flag  Mr 

Motoring  Assistance 

WE  LEAVE  EVERYONE  STANDING  BUT  YOU 


call  free  today  on 

0800  001 343 

quota  ref.no.  6U71Q3  and  your  eradtt/dabit  art 
number  or  complete  the  conpea. 

http://www.greenflag.co.uk 


POST  TOUT-  Na  STAMP  MEIDCD 
SHEEN  FLAB.  Freepost  Leeds,  West  Tortehlie  LSW 
Ploa&a  sand  me  further  Information  about  BREEN  FLAB, 

Name  lMr/Mrt/His«/Mel 


on  Sunday 
morning  turned 
out  to  be  more 
articulate 
about  what  the 
Princess  meant 
to  them  than 
the  journalists 
and  pundits  in 
the  studio. 
Trained  in  the 
gathering  of 
facts,  the 
broadcasters 
had  no  idea 
howto  express 
emotions. 

Linda  Grant 


m u 


Across 


1 varnish  lady  has  to  call  back 

fw  (7) 

5 Son  Is  brought  to  account  ■ 
on  return  from  gambling 

halls  (7) 

9 Brighten  aunt's  perm?  (7,2) 

10  Female  of  Etruscan  Italy  (5) 

11  Head  of  the  loch  (4) 

19  Starting  to  light  the 
fireworks?  (7,3) 

14  Hopelessly  at  sea  fri 
present-day  schism  (B) 

15  Window  in  the  French  upper 
chamber...  (7) 

16  ...where  the  French  shot 
wiMy  at  nothing  (7) 

18  Poem  in  tattered  red  cover 

partly  worn  away  (6) 

20  Sailors,  when  a!  liberty  to 
horse  around,  do  (5,5) 

21  The  sealer  part  ofthe  office  (4) 


24  South  Americans  appearing 
In  French  case  (5) 

2B  His  new  ideas  may  give 
hostelry  zero  VAT  alternative 
(8)  ..  ' ’ 

26  “Music  casually  followed  in 
quick  time  (7) 

27  General  struggle  to  expand 
<7) 

Down 


1 Wrong  about  when  Indian 
antelope  is  to  be  seen  (5) 

2 Pleased  about  having 
slipped  away  (7) 

3 Peel  a thin  piece  of  wood  (4) 

4 Customary  state  of  laity 
perhaps  after  assembly  (15) 

8 Does  the  judge  use  fine 
prose  fn  awarding  it?  (7.8) 

8 Lack  of  activity  In  country 
without  women?  (to) 

7 Where  a robin  may  fly  round 


either  side  of  the  First  Swin- 
don’s ground  reflects  this  . 
identity  crisis:  two  sides  of  it 
are  of  Premiership  quality, 
the  other  two  would  find  diffi- 
culty passing  muster  in  the 
Vauxhall  Conference. 

On  Sunday  the  visitors 
were  Nottingham  Forest  rid- 
ing high  again  after  the 
trauma  of  relegation.  What 
their  supporters,  who  are 
used  to  a stadium  which 
hosted  Euro  96  games,  made  of 
sitting  in  a stand  without  a 
root  nervously  eyeing  every 
passing  doud.  one  can  only 
speculate  as  they  sat  In  a surly 
fiftance  throughout 
The  home  vocal  support 
soused  itself  rarely,  issuing 
the  unusual  rallying  cry  to 
“Stand  up  ITyou  hate  Oxford”. 

But  the  odd  thing  was,  any- 
one una wareof  the  wealth  gap 
would  have  been  unahle  to  tell 
which  dub  was  which  from 
their  standard  of  play,  in  the 
mad  scramble  to  escape  this 
division;  on  toe  pitch  any- 
ihinggoes. 

Both  were  physically 
-strong,  both  committed,  both 
charged  up  with  the  tradi- 
tional British  virtues  of  work- 
rate  and  effort  Indeed,  if  one 
wondered  where  all  the  Brit- 
ish players  have  gone,  the 
answer  is  the  First  Division. 

irma.  displaying  endlesB  ex- 
amples of  dld'&shioned  Brit- 
ish standards  on  Sunday  were 
Kevin  Campbell,  Alan  McDon- 
ald, Mark  Walters  and  Geoff 
Thomas,  who  was  roundly 
jeered  when  a ballooning 
effort  at  goal  landed  on  toe 
stand  roof  and  reminded 
everyone  of  his  infamous  time 
in  an  England  shirt 

SADLY  the  odd  occa- 
sions on  which  ability 
shone  through  the  at- 
trition were  provided  . 
by  a couple  of  foreigners  as  yet 
deemed  not  good  enough  for 
the  Premiership:  Forest's 
Pierre  van  Hooydonk  and 
Swindon’s  Philippe  Cuervo. 

One  depressing  conclusion 
to  be  drawn  from  the  state  of 
play  in  toe  First  Division  so 
far  this  season  is  that  the  rich 
chibs  who  invest  most  wisely 
in  foreign  talent  will  be  the 
ones  to  escape  next  May . 

But  in  toe  meantime  Swin- 
don are  enjoying  their 
brushes  with  the  wealthy,  not 
least  for  the  13,000-strong 
capacity  crowd  drawn  to 
watch  famous  visitors  slum- 
ming it. 

“If  s hard  work,  all  these 
people.”  toe  steward  in  the 
Rover  family  stand,  said  on 
Sunday,  as  he  shooed  groups 
cf  schoolchildren  in  replica. 
Manchester  United,  Newcas- 
tle  and  Liverpool  shirts  to 
their  seats.  “Still,  back  to  nor- 
mal next  week,  6£0G  here  If 
we’re  lucky.” 

And  who  will  the  opposition 
be  then?  ‘Tranmere.” 
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SOLUTION  21 ,063 


8 Getpossesslonofabft(7) 
13  Upset  at  hair  loss?  (ICQ 

18  One  wffo  odd  external  lustra 
may  be  more  vigorous  (7) 

17  Is  now  capable  of  supplying 
high-styta  winter  covering 
(7) 

19  He  may  bo  very  hard  on  old 
Pteyer{7) 

22  Start  proceedings  In  court 

(5) 

23  Eggs  a novice  on  to  get  hi 

shape  (4) 

Solution  tomorrow 

TT  Stuck?  Then  cal  our  solution*  line 
orioni  m 33*.  Cato  eoet&Op 
per  minute  nan  Wm#s.  Swrice  #Jp-. 
pfiedbyATS 


